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TAG-Legal Participates in IBA Annual
Conference in Rome

ROME – Represented by its Senior Legal Counsel and Quality Control Manager,
Ms. Deema Abu-Zuleikha, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) participated in the
International Bar Association’s 2018 Annual Conference, which was held in Rome, Italy,
between October 7 – 12, 2018.
The IBA’s Annual Conference has brought together delegates, including officials from
the government and multilateral institutions, general counsel and experts from all over
the world for the largest and most prestigious event for international lawyers, providing
an abundance of business and networking opportunities.
Commenting on her participation in the event, Ms. Deema Abu-Zuleikha said: “TAGLegal is keen to join such an important international event to build international
connections with leading practitioners worldwide, and increase our profile in the
international legal world.”

3

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

TAG-Legal Handles a Successful Case
of Trade Name Cancellation

MANAMA – Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) is committed to helping
companies across many industries, from small businesses to major national and
international corporations protect their Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) and business.
This commitment has been translated through many trademark cancellation cases
handled by us.
The following case is a successful outcome of proceedings that we have initiated for
trade name cancellation based on trademark registration:
The case started when one of our clients in Bahrain noticed that a third party has registered
a company name similar to his registered trademark in Bahrain. We filed an administrative
complaint before the Ministry of Industry and Commerce in Bahrain asking to cancel
the registration of the trade name based on our client’s registered trademark.
As a result, the Ministry of Industry and Commerce issued a decision to cancel the similar
trade name, and asked the opponent to change his company name to a new different
name that is not similar to our client’s trademark, remove the signage, and cease from
using any materials having similar name.
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) is a global business law firm with highly skilled
lawyers and professionals, and a network of offices around the world. It provides a
broad range of business law practices and legal consulting services to clients from
around the world.
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Bahrain Parliament
Approves VAT Law

MANAMA - On 8 October 2018, Bahrain's Consultative Council (Upper House of
Parliament) approved Decree-Law No. 48 of 2018 for the implementation of a value
added tax (VAT) regime, which was approved by the Council of Representatives (Lower
House of Parliament) a day earlier.
As previously reported, the VAT regime is to apply as from January 1, 2019, with a
standard rate of 5% in line with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) VAT agreement.
Source: Orbitax
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Deportation Made Optional in UAE
Cybercrime Law

DUBAI - People charged with cybercrime
related cases will no longer be subjected
to mandatory deportation following the
amendments made to the UAE Cybercrimes
Law, according to authorities concerned.

Hassan Elhais, legal counsellor of Al
Rowaad Advocates, praised the new
changes to the cybercrimes law, saying
that it will greatly benefit people who have
no criminal records.

Cybercrimes - most commonly insults and
threats issued online - may not necessarily
face imprisonment and deportation under
the amended cyber crimes law. However, the
court may rule to place the accused under
an electronic probation and monitoring, and
prevent him from using virtual platforms
during a period not exceeding the penalty
prescribed in the law.

"The punishment under the original law for
insulting someone via the Internet included
jail time and mandatory deportation for
expats - both of which can ruin the life of
the offender. But it is no longer the case
after the amendments made. It is now the
judge's decision to impose deportation
or not. Earlier, judges had no call as the
deportation was obligatory," Elhais said.

The Dubai Court of Appeals recently
overturned the deportation of a Canadian
national, based on the Emiri Decree
Number 2/2018 recently issued by the
President, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

"In the light of the new amendment, the
Dubai Court of Appeals has recently
overturned the verdict of a lower court
to deport our client, a Canadian citizen
who was accused of insulting his former
employer via an email," said Elhais.
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The Dubai Court of Misdemeanor's
verdict, which was based on Federal
Law 5 of 2012, prior to its amendment,
included a Dh10,000 fine and a mandatory
deportation of the client, said Elhais. He
added that the case was put before the
Court of Appeals, requesting the overturn
of deportation, as the original charge of
issuing insults online is a misdemeanor
and not a criminal offence. And under
the amended law, "The court ruled in our
client's favour and ordered the cancellation
of the deportation," said Elhais.
Emirati lawyer Awatif Mohammed
explained that the changes exclude
online sexual crimes and felonies that
are referred to the criminal court such as
hate crimes, issuing sex-related threats,
promoting prostitution, and running
human trafficking website.
"Deportation is still obligatory for these
crimes and punishments of such acts can
even reach death penalty," she said.
Mohammed said that the introduction of
electronic probation and monitoring for
the first time offences, marks a step in
the right direction towards establishing an
advanced legal framework for cybercrimes
in the country. She added that the UAE is
the first country in the region to establish
such a penalty for misusing information
systems, similar to that implemented in
the USA.
Khaleej Times
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Egypt: Draft Law of Small and
Medium Sized Enterprises

CAIRO – The Secretary-General of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises in Egypt,
Ms. Niveen Jamei, announced that it is expected to review the final version of the draft
law of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMSE), before being sent to the Council
of Ministers.
In a speech during the Conference of People and Banks, Ms. Jamei added that the
General Secretariat of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises has reviewed the draft law
and discussed it with official from the Central Bank, pointing out that it will include
facilitations to encourage banks to finance technology projects.
Ms. Jamei explained that the law will also encourage the banks to deal with non-banking
financial sector, pointing out that the law has set some articles including the unified
definition of small projects without specific numbers.
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Egyptian Authorities Receive
Applications for Media Website Licenses

CAIRO - The Supreme Council for Media
Regulation in Egypt is now receiving
applications for media website licenses.
This comes in implementation of Law No.
180 of 2018, which authorizes the Council
to grant licenses to websites for the first
time in Egypt.
The procedures of the Council apply to
current and new websites. Unauthorized sites
are expected to be held legally accountable
and punishable by law.

must establish a company to issue the outlet.
According to the law, non-Egyptian
shareholders may not hold a majority share
of the shares or grant them the right of
management.
The law requires that the licensed company’s
capital should not be less than LE 2.5 million
for the station or digital television channel
on the website. Half of the amount will be
deposited in one of the banks operating in
Egypt before the start of the broadcast, for at
least one year to pay for the station or channel.

The Parliament passed the by law in June.
Critics warned it would cause obstacles to Article 55 of the law states that the purposes
media business and journalist work.
of the website must be defined and the
Magdy Lasheen, member of the Licensing new outlet must employ a member of
Committee, said in a statement to Al-Masry the Journalists’ Syndicate or the Media
Al-Youm that the Committee will implement Syndicate to be responsible for the content.
all the provisions of the law regulating the The law stipulates that the application for
press and the media, which explain the the establishment or operation of the website
terms of licenses for media organizations, shall be submitted to the Council along with
including websites.
all the requested data and documents. The
Lasheen explained that the existing websites
are required to legalize their situation within six
months of the law being issued, and any site that
fails to do so will suffer legal consequences.

Council shall then decide on the application
no later than 90 days from the date of
completing the application for a fee not
exceeding LE 50,000.

The law stipulates that anyone who owns
a media outlet or a website or participates
in its ownership shall not be deprived of
his political rights by court rule. It also
stipulates that the owner of the media outlet

According to the law, the license period is
five years and may be renewed at the request
of the licensee to the Supreme Council six
months before expiry.
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Lebanon: Amended Offshore
Companies Law

BEIRUT - The Law No. 85 dated October 10, 2018 has authorized the incorporation of
a single member offshore company in Lebanon. The Lebanese offshore company can
be incorporated with only one member/shareholder that is either a natural person or a
legal entity.
The single shareholder is entrusted with all the powers that belong to the board of
directors and the general assemblies of shareholders. He is entitled to sign individually
on all the decisions made in this regard. The single shareholder is allowed to manage
the company by himself or to appoint one or more directors to this end.
For more information, please contact our office in Lebanon at: lebanon@tag-legal.com
Source: ALDIC
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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