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TAG-Legal Participates in IBA
Annual Conference 2017
SYDNEY - Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) has recently participated in the
International Bar Association (IBA) Conference 2017, which was held October 8 - 13
in Sydney, Australia.
TAG-Legal Consultants, Ms. Dema Abu-Zulaikha and Mr. Laith Damer, who attended
the event exchanged knowledge with the attending legal professionals from around the
world. They sought to achieve a wider understanding of the current market needs and
developments, and expand our global professional network of expertise to increase our
reach worldwide to better serve our clients.
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal has been serving clients worldwide for more than two
decades through its operational offices with the aim of staying one of the leaders in
providing professional legal services through continuously sharing expertise with the
local and global community in the field.
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TAG-Legal and AGIP Take Part in
AIPPI World Congress 2017
SYDNEY - Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP) and Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal
(TAG-Legal) attended the International Association for the Protection of Intellectual
Property (AIPPI) World Congress 2017 organized at the International Convention and
Exhibition Center (ICC) in Sydney, Australia, October 13 – 17, 2017.
TAG-Legal and AGIP’s representatives, Ms. Dema Abu-Zulaikha, Mr. Laith Damer
and Ms. Georgina Busku, met experts in IP enforcement as well as representatives of
businesses interested in protecting their IP rights and discussed future plans to increase
this protection using the most effective methodologies to combat counterfeiting.
Clients and business owners, who did not attend the conference or meet our representatives,
are welcome to address their queries at: dabu-zulekha@tag-legal.com
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AGIP and TAG-Legal Participate in
AIPLA Annual Meeting
WASHINGTON D.C - Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP) and Talal AbuGhazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) participated in the American Intellectual Property Law
Association (AIPLA) Annual Meeting, which was held in Washington D.C, USA,
October 19-21, 2017.
AGIP’s Vice-President Marketing and Executive Director, Mr. Nabil Salamé, the National
Development Executive Director, Mr. Motasem Abu-Ghazaleh, and Mr. Vikram Paul,
TAG-Legal’s Senior Counsel have participated in the meeting, which gathered over
2000 participants from all over the world, and presented a great opportunity to meet
and exchange knowledge with IP firms’ representatives.
During the event, Mr. Nabil Salamé and Mr. Motasem Abu-Ghazaleh co-chaired the
Arab Practice Subcommittee which participated in a workshop organized by AIPLA’s
International & Foreign Law Committee.
Three presentations were carried out by the Arab Practice Subcommittee which focused
on the protection of IP rights in the Arab region.
Mr. Motasem Abu-Ghazaleh moderated a session, and was one of the speakers, delivering
a presentation entitled “The Truth About Trademark Enforcement in the Arab Countries”.
Mr. Paul presented a session titled: “Power of Using GCC Patent Office for Registering
and Enforcing Patent Rights”, and had the chance to discuss the new laws and policies
regulating IP and emerging issues concerning protection of related rights with the attendees.
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Dubai International Financial Center
Issues New Trust Law and Foundation
Law for Public Consultation
DUBAI - Dubai International Financial Center (DIFC) proposed a new Trust Law
regime and a new Foundation Law regime. DIFC Authority’s Legislative Committee
has invited public comment on the new proposed laws, which are primarily designed
to enhance the operating environment for private wealth management and succession
planning platforms on both a conventional and Sharia compliant basis.
The proposed new laws form part of the DIFC’s implementation plan relating to the
56 recommendations made by the DIFC’s Wealth Management Working Group to the
Governor’s Strategy and Policy Committee and approved by the DIFC Higher Board
in December 2016. The recommendations include the establishment of DIFC’s Family
Business Center, which will support and service regional and international family offices
looking to relocate their private wealth and succession planning structures to the Center.
The Working Group consisted of more than 20 senior lawyers, barristers and accountants,
as well as executives from DIFC Authority, Dubai Financial Services Authority and
the DIFC Governor’s Office, and consulted on a global scale before finalizing its
recommendations. Since its formation, the Working Group has contributed significantly
to shaping the Center’s strategy for the future growth of Wealth Management at DIFC,
including the proposed statutory reforms as well as focusing on the cost and ease of
doing business in the Center.
DIFC’s established Wealth Management sector, comprising around 200 asset management
companies and specialist advisors, stands to benefit significantly from DIFC’s new private
wealth regime, inclusive of the newly proposed Trust Law and Foundation Law regimes.
Essa Kazim, Governor of DIFC and Chairman of the DIFC Authority Board of Directors,
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said, «The proposed new Trust Law and Foundations Law will significantly enhance
DIFC’s wealth management proposition by ensuring that lifetime and succession
planning for families at the Center will have a robust legal status. We have earned
our place among the world’s top ten financial centers by having a legal and regulatory
ecosystem that is progressive and draws on the considerable expertise of the global
leaders in financial services operating from DIFC. We will continue to work closely
with the financial community to maintain the evolution of our business environment,
in line with DIFC’s 2024 Strategy.»
Chairman of the Wealth Management Working Group, David Russell AM QC of Outer
Temple Chambers, DIFC, said, «The development of these proposed new laws follows
a thorough review by the Wealth Management Working Group of the needs of the
regional and international wealth management industry. We set out not to merely copy
what other jurisdictions are doing in the field of trusts and foundations but rather to
design a regime that is a global best practice example to others. While we are confident
that the proposed laws will be warmly received, we are looking forward to engaging
with the wider community during the public consultation phase, something that is
critical in ensuring legislative reform has the desired effect.»
The proposed DIFC Trust Law regime and Foundation Law regime have been posted
for a 30-day public consultation period with the deadline for providing comments
ending on November 8, 2017.
WAM/Rasha Abubaker/Chris Moran
Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
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Stop Infringers at the Moroccan
Borders with the Assistance of
TAG-Legal Expertise
By Ayman Ghonemi
TAG-Legal Arab Countries Office
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal)
RABAT- Business owners spend huge efforts and money to create their unique trademarks
and sustain their reputation in the markets. Undoubtedly, they shall seek a comprehensive
plan to ensure the access of original goods to the markets and to combat any infringement.
To achieve that purpose, TAG-Legal advises trademark owners to adopt a plan that
monitors markets from within and at the borders through Customs recordation.
• General Overview
Custom’s recordation is an efficient way to reinforce the protection of trademarks
or logos against any unauthorized importation of goods bearing trademarks or logos
identical or similar to the owner’s trademarks through borders.
When the Customs spot any infringing product, it shall suspend the same from being
released to the market and shall inform the registered owner immediately, or his/her
agent, via a letter regarding the existence of the suspected products. The owner will
have the right then to take the appropriate legal action against the suspected goods as
explained through this article.
It is worth mentioning that such protection requires prior registration for the trademark
before the Office Marocain de la Propriété Industrielle et Commerciale (OMPIC)
(i.e. the Moroccan Trademark Office), to allow the right owner of registering his/her
trademark before the Customs and stop infringing shipments.
Aside from the registration, the applicant will be required to provide other documents
(e.g. a POA, the company’s extract, etc.), noting that the said documents must be
translated through a sworn translator (i.e. a translator chosen by the Court) either to
French or Arabic.
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• Legal Procedures
In case the owner receives a notification from the Customs of a suspected infringement,
he/she has the right, as per Article 203 of the Trademark Law No. 17 of 1997, to submit
an injunction before the Commercial Court.
President of the Court would issue a court order appointing a court bailiff to visit the
port where the goods are detained in order to conduct a descriptive seizure, count the
stock available, and obtain the bill of lading.
Thereafter, the actual substantive lawsuit (i.e. an anti-counterfeiting action) before
the Court should be lodged within 30 days as from date of execution of the court
order, based on the bailiff’s report relating to the summary procedure of descriptive
seizure operation.
During which the owner will aim to order the infringer to cease the importation, the
commercialization of the trademark in question, request the destruction of the counterfeit
products at the expense of the infringer, and pay a compensation for damages and
prejudice which has been caused by this importation to the right owner.
If you have further inquiries on Customs recordation and protection in Morocco, please
contact TAG-Legal at: mea@tag-legal.com
This article is intended for general information purposes only and is not considered as
a legal consultation. You need to consult an attorney to protect your trademark
Source: TAG-Legal News
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Egypt Increases Trademark Official
Fees - AGIP will Not
CAIRO – The Trademark Office in Egypt announced that an increase in trademark
official fees has been applied in Egypt as from October 15, 2017.
The increase covered many services provided by the Egyptian Trademark Office.
Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP) assures all its clients that despite the
above increase in the official trademark fees, it will keep offering high quality services
coupled with the same competitive charges. The above increase will not be reflected
on AGIP prices.
For more information, please contact AGIP office in Egypt at the following address:
Address: TAG Building, A26 Smart Village, km 28 Cairo/Alex Desert Road 6th
October. Egypt
P.O. Box: 150 Smart Village 12577, 6th October, Egypt
Telephone: (+202) 35352900
Fax: (+ 202) 35370433
Email: egypt@agip.com
Contact: Tarek Al-Khatib (Mr.)
Source: AGIP News
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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