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DIFC Companies Can Now Obtain
Dubai Economy Dual Licenses to
Operate Across Dubai
DUBAI - Dubai International Financial
Center (DIFC) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with Dubai Economy to
allow companies operating within DIFC to
obtain licenses to operate in mainland Dubai.
Essa Kazim, the Governor of DIFC, and
Sami Al Qamzi, Director-General of Dubai
Economy, signed the MoU, which aims to
increase levels of governance, compliance
and transparency for businesses working
within the financial center infrastructure.
The strategic partnership expands the level
of services that DIFC provides to its clients,
giving the non-regulated companies in the
center the opportunity to operate similar to
mainland businesses under a license issued
by Dubai Economy.

compliance, prevent fraud and increase
consumer protection.
Kazim said, “This landmark MoU is further
evidence of DIFC’s efforts to encourage
robust best practice and our commitment
to our 2024 strategy that will see us triple
in size. The new license agreement and
increased level of governance, transparency
and compliance from this MoU will directly
benefit businesses in DIFC and contribute
to the economic growth of Dubai, the UAE
and wider region.”
For his part, Al Qamzi said, “Enabling
companies and investors worldwide to
benefit from the competitive advantages
of Dubai as a business hub is part of the
strategic objectives of Dubai Economy.
The MoU will enrich the economic
diversity and services available in Dubai,
and also complement our efforts to
improve transparency and compliance in
the business sector.”

Under the MoU, a central data repository
will be established, allowing data
exchange between the parties, improving
visibility and transparency of commercial
activity within the DIFC. In addition,
joint inspections will also ensure better WAM/AAMIR/Moran
Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
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GCC Companies Allowed to Open
Branches in Qatar

DOHA - Qatar has recently issued a new Law No. (7) of 2017 allowing citizens of
member countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) to open branches in Qatar.
Under the new law, GCC citizens will be allowed to open fully owned branches in Qatar
providing that the company is owned by GCC citizens only, and has been registered in
one of the member countries for at least three years. The manager of the branch in Qatar
must be also a GCC citizen. The Law also stipulates that the activity of the company
must be one of the permitted activities for the GCC citizens to practice in the country.
The Law was published in the official Gazette on May 15, 2017 and is expected to be
implemented in the next coming months. By Qatar’s approval, all GCC citizens will be
able to fully own branches across the Gulf once the new law is implemented.
For further details, please contact our office in Qatar at: qatar@tag-legal.com
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.KW Registry Managed by
CITRA Now
KUWAIT CITY - The Communication and Information Technology Regulatory
Authority (CITRA) in Kuwait has recently announced that it will be responsible for
the registration of .KW domains, which was previously managed by Kuwait Institute
for Scientific Research (KISR).
All new applications will be on hold until the new authority’s internal procedures are
in place, and delays are expected for pending applications.
Until KISR finalizes the migration process by handing over the servers credentials,
CITRA would not be able to proceed further with any domain registrations at the
time being.
Therefore, AGIP will hold all applications, and it shall certainly submit the applications
as soon as the new registry starts functioning.
For more information or inquiries,
Please contact us at: kuwait@agip.com, info@tag-domains.com
Source: Agip.com
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Saudi Shoura Discusses Consumer
Protection Law
RIYADH – The Shoura Council on May
9, 2017 started deliberations on the draft
uniform law for consumer protection in
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states.

exchange or get money refund if the goods
are found lacking the prescribed conditions
and criteria pertaining to quality, health,
and safety within a stipulated period of
time after the purchase.

The Council session was chaired by its
Al-Samaan said the Council approved
President Abdullah Al-Asheikh.
amendments suggested by the government
Minister of State and Member of Cabinet in the law for trading in petroleum products,
for Shoura Affairs Mohammad Abu Saq which was approved by the Council last year.
attended the session. Addressing the The law aims at regulating all the commercial
Council, he commended the keenness of the activities related to trading in petroleum
Council in further enhancing cooperation products, including use, sale, transport,
and cohesion with the government.
stocking, distribution, export and import.
Yahya Al-Samaan, assistant president
of the Council, said that the law, which
consists of 37 articles, aims at ensuring
protection of the rights of consumers,
including provision of compensation, and
exchange and return of defective products.

The Council approved the memorandum of
understanding for cooperation in the field
of satellites and space communications
signed between the Ministry of Defense
and the Arab Satellite Communications
Organizations (ARABSAT). It also endorsed
the draft cooperation agreement between the
There are provisions in the law to
Kingdom and Kazakhstan in the peaceful use
hold traders, importers and distributors
of nuclear energy signed in Riyadh earlier.
accountable for violating rights of
consumers. It also stipulates stringent Source: Saudi Gazette
punitive measures against violators of
provisions related to commercial ads and
discounts, the Saudi Press Agency reported.
The law, prepared by the Council’s
economic and energy committee, protects
the rights of consumers to return or
6
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Ajman DED Adopts Trade Names
Booking System

AJMAN -To significantly boost the promotion
of the competition and attractiveness of the
local business and investment industries,
the Division of Economic Development
(DED) - Ajman recently adopted the ‘Trade
Names Booking’ system. The unified and
incorporated platform for managing the
booking of trade name, financial records and
economic licenses is totally integrated with
existing trade naming and financial licensing
procedures. This initiative is part of Ajman
DED’s commitment to recurring service
enhancements according to e-transformation
requirements and the objective of developing
a diversified and affordable economic
situation for Ajman’s sustainable growth.
The Trade Names Booking system will
help enhance competition among similar
divisions, bring about higher effectiveness
within Ajman DED’s Economic Licenses
section. The innovative system functions
as a solid structure for additional
establishing the area’s capability to satisfy
ongoing technological advancements
and quick financial advancement. It
will certainly support decision-making,
future preparation, and the decrease of
administrative prices, while boosting
efficiency levels to provide the best
services to a larger series of financiers and
business people.
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HE Ali Eissa Al Nuaimi, director general
of Ajman’s Division of Economic Growth,
stated: “The Trade Names Booking
system is a major step in the direction of
taking on knowledge-based devices and
promoting best business practices, which
are among Ajman DED’s leading critical
top priorities. The system will certainly
control the automated trade naming
process and transfer jurisdiction over trade
identifying and financial recording from
the Ajman Chamber to the DED system as
part of an incorporated structure.”
“The new system paves the way for us to
achieve e-integration with the Ministry
of Economy in terms of brand name
reservations and issuance of financial record
qualifications, which supports our desire to
supply customers with simpler and smooth
solutions. We are confident concerning
the brand-new system which expands our
ongoing efforts to properly and effectively
handle our resources. “Al Nuaimi added.
The Trade Names Booking system’s wide
variety of attributes and functions consists
of brand name querying, and issuance with
e-services, Ajman DED client service facility
or Tasheel solution centers located in Ajman.
Source: Day of Dubai Website
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Deadline for Renewal of
Trademarks in Gambia Amended
BANJUL - The Gambian Industrial Property Act entered into force on April 2, 2007.
One of the amendments in the law was a 10 year renewal term, whereas the renewal
term under the previous law was 14 years.
Under this Act, trademarks shall be due for renewal within 14 years from filing the
application or 10 years from the enactment of the IP Act, whichever period expires first.
Registered and pending marks filed between April 3, 2003 and April 1, 2007 were due
for renewal on April 2, 2017.
Source: Agip.com
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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