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TAG-Legal Participates in
the Arab Customs Day

DOHA - Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) participated in the seminar held by
the General Authority of Customs in Qatar, in celebration of the Arab Customs Day.
The seminar, which was held in partnership with Intellectual Property Rights Protection
Department in Qatar and Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP), aimed at raising
the awareness on the importance of protecting Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) and
fighting counterfeit goods. It tackled the measures that should be adopted in Qatar to
control this menace.
Representing TAG-Legal in the seminar, Mr. Ali Sophie, Legal Consultant at TAGLegal Qatar Office, delivered a presentation on the emerging issues threatening
protection of IPRs. He introduced the tools and methods to combat such infringements,
highlighting TAG-Legal’s role in assisting clients in recording their trademarks
with the Customs Authority as the first frontier in the fight against counterfeiting
and infringement.
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Meet with AGIP and TAG-Legal at
INTA Annual Meeting 2019
in Boston, Massachusetts

AGIP and TAG-Legal representatives from 8. Amro Hattab (Jordan, Palestine, Iraq)
different countries will be there to meet with 9. Nemer Shibly (Lebanon)
our clients and gain a better understanding 10. Tarek Al-Khatib (Egypt, Sudan)
of their needs relating to IP matters.
11. Ali Hijazi (Special Clients Department)
Find us at:
12. Akram Rabah (Saudi Arabia)
The Westin Boston Waterfront
13. Noor Shangwei (China, Hong Kong)
425 Summer Street
14. Mahmood Lattouf (International Office
Meeting rooms: Otis, Webster and Paine –
and Iran)
Lobby Level
15. Dema Abu-Zuleikha (TAG-Legal
When:
International)
May 18 – May 22, 2019
16. Laith Damer (TAG-Legal Bahrain and
9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Arab Countries)
17. Ahmad Al-Kassem (TAG-Legal Saudi
Our Team
Arabia)
1. Luay T. Abu-Ghazaleh
18. Emeka Okekeze (Nigeria)
2. Charles Sha’ban (International Office)
19. Akane Kano (Japan Liaison)
3. Dima Naber (International Office)
20. Mireille Yadi (Special Clients Department)
4. Nabil Salame (Canada Liaison)
In order to schedule a meeting, please
5. Motasem Abu-Ghazaleh (UAE)
contact us at inta@agip.com
6. Amjad Al-Husseini (UAE)
7. Hazem Abu-Ghazaleh (Kuwait, Oman) To check the location map; please click
here (Hotel Map)
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New Patent Regulation Comes into
Force in Jordan

AMMAN – His Majesty King Abdullah II issued a Royal Decree approving the Regulation
No. 5 of 2019 amending the patent regulation in Jordan.
The new regulation brings a number of changes pertaining to applications for inventions from
filing to prosecution and grant in Jordan. The key amendment introduced in the regulation
stipulates the possibility to review the patent files by a third party, which is in compliance with
the recent Patent Law amendments.
Furthermore, the new regulation sets out the fees for filing international patent applications
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT).
The new regulation was published in the Official Gazette and entered into force as of the date
of its publication.
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Egypt’s Investment
Law Amendments Encourage Local,
Foreign Companies to Expand

CAIRO - The Minister of Investment and International Cooperation, Sahar Nasr, said that
amendments approved by the cabinet to adjust some provisions of the Investment Law
No. 72 of 2017 will encourage companies wishing to expand their investment projects
by providing them with specific incentives after the law restricted these incentives to
new projects.
Nasr added that these amendments will have a positive impact, especially as some of
the expected expansions outweigh the size and value of existing projects.
“The amendments will have a positive impact on local and foreign investors in various
sectors, which will contribute to increasing the volume of investments in order to benefit
from the incentives,” the Minister noted, adding “The amendments state that the maximum
limit of the fees of the amendment of companies systems worth EGP 10,000, allow for
the increase of capital without obstacles, as many companies refrain from increasing
their capital to avoid the high fees that were a heavy burden on them”.
She stressed that the expected expansions will increase production lines and provide
new job opportunities for thousands of Egyptian citizens.
Additionally, Nasr explained that the amendments approved by the cabinet will be applied
immediately after receiving approval by the parliament and ratification by President
Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi.
Source: Daily News Egypt
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Foreign Investment in Jordan
By: Deema Abu Zulaikha
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAGLegal)
Dabu-zulekha@tag-legal.com
www.tag-legal.com

Jordanian investment law is considered
the legislative framework that attracts
foreign investments and stimulates domestic
investment, because it incorporates a lot of
benefits, incentives, and guarantees, and
offers customs and tax exemptions to do
investments in many sectors.
Benefits and incentives of investment law
in encouraging investment projects:

to dual use production requirements,
and fixed assets necessary for practicing
the industrial or vocational economic
activities which are exempted from
customs duties, and for reducing the
general percentage provided in the
general sales tax to (zero percent)
when imported or purchased locally,
provided that the beneficiary party is
registered with the Income and Sales
Tax Department.

I. Customs exemptions:
1. Production inputs necessary to prepare 3. Services which are subject to general sales
the economic, industrial or vocational
tax in accordance with the provisions of
activities which are exempted from
the applicable General Sales Tax Law
customs duties, and are subject to the
General Sales in case they were imported
applicable general sales Tax Law in
or purchased locally, provided that the
case they were imported or purchased
Income and Sales Tax Department shall
locally, provided that the Income and
refund this paid tax within thirty (30)
Sales Tax Department shall refund this
days from the date of submission of a
paid tax within thirty (30) days from the
written refund request thereof. If the
date of submission of a written refund
Income and Sales Tax Department fails
request thereof. If the Income and Sales
to refund such tax within the said period,
Tax Department fails to refund such tax
then it shall pay a (9%) interest on an
within this period, then the Department
annual basis.
pays a (9%) interest on any annual basis.
4. The commodities necessary for the
2. Production inputs, production
below mentioned economic activities
requirements and fixed assets relating
which are exempted from customs duties
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and are subject to (zero percent) general
sales tax when imported or purchased
locally, namely:

practicing its economic activity inside
the development area.

4. Tax refund for registered suppliers of
the paid general sales tax on goods sold
a. Agriculture and livestock
to companies inside the development
b. Hospitals and specialized medical
zones.
centers.
c. Hotels and tourist facilities
d. Entertainment and tourist recreation
facilities.
e. Call centers.
f. Scientific research centers and scientific
laboratories.
g. Art and media production.
h. Conference and exhibition centers.
i. Transport and/or distribution and/
or extraction of water, gas and oil
derivatives by using pipelines.
j. Air transport, sea transport and railways.

B. Free Zones:
Free zones are preferred by local and
foreign investors for the many benefits
and exemptions provided for companies
in these areas:
1. An income tax of five percent (5%) of
the registered corporate taxable income
from its industrial activity inside the free
area, providing that the percentage of the
added local value on such industries is
not less than 30%.

2. An income tax of ten percent (10%) of
II. Tax facilitations:
the registered corporate taxable income
for the rest of its activities inside the
Jordan has a variety of facilitations for
free area.
investment when it comes to taxes.
These facilitations differ from one area to 3. Exemption from income tax and social
services for the salaries of non-Jordanian
the other, for further information please
workers at the free zones.
refer to the following:
4. Exemption from customs duties, taxes
and import duties, and sales taxes for
Exemptions and financial incentives these
imported goods to the free zones, while
areas provide:
the exported goods are exempted from
all duties and taxes.
1. An income tax of five percent (5%) of
the registered corporate taxable income 5. Exemption from customs duties and
from its industrial activity inside the
taxes for the produced goods for the
development area, providing that the
purposes of domestic consumption on
percentage of the added local value on
the value of the used materials and the
such industries is not less than 30%.
local costs and expenses related to the
A. Development Zones:

2. An income tax of ten percent (10%) of
the registered corporate taxable income
for the rest of its activities inside the
development area.
6.
3. Reduction to (zero) to the general tax on
sales of goods and services purchased
or imported by a registered company for
8
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manufacturing process, however, the
approval of the Free Zone Committee
is required on this value.

Exemption from licensing and real estate
taxes for buildings established at the
free zones.
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Jordanian investors.
7. Ability to transfer the invested capital
and the profits outside the country and
- The investor has the complete right to
using a convertible currency.
manage his investment in the manner
8. Exemption of 10% on the annual rent
he prefers.
for the land and the construction of
- The investor has the right to take the
industrial projects.
foreign capital which he bought to the
Kingdom to invest in Jordan.
C. Less Developed Regions:
- Foreign employees who work in any
investment have the right to transfer
1. Activities by companies registered in
their salaries and compensations outside
free zones and development zones
the Kingdom.
2. Generating electricity except what is
- The investor can sell exempted fixed
generated using renewable energy
assets or assign them to another investor
not benefiting from the provisions of law
3. Activities exempted or not subjected
after paying all taxes and fees accrued
to income tax according to the income
thereon it, after having the approval of
tax law
the committee.
The income tax is deducted for 20 years
- The investor can sell exempted fixed
with the following percentages:
assets or assign them to another investor
1. 100% if the activity was in an area within
not benefiting from the provisions of law
category (A)
after paying all taxes and fees accrued
thereon it, after having the approval of
2. 80% if the activity was in an area within
the committee.
category (B)
The following activities are excluded:

3. 60% if the activity was in an area within - The foreign investor has the right to
transfer his generated revenues and
category (C)
profits of his investment to outside the
4. 40% if the activity was in an area within
Kingdom.
category (D)
- The expropriation of any investment or
III. Investment guarantees:
subjection it to any actions that lead to
- Investment law treats non-Jordanian
the acquisition of it for public interest
investors just like Jordanian counterparts,
is not allowed, unless the investor gets
where it gives them freedom to invest in
a fair compensation, and it should be
the Kingdom by owning, participating,
paid in convertible currency.
or contributing to any economic
investment, but it’s not allowed for the The investment disputes between the
foreign investor to wholly own some government entities and the investor will
of the projects in relation to certain be settled amicably within six months;
sectors according to the Non-Jordanian otherwise, both parties can refer the dispute
Investment Organization Regulation No. to the Jordanian courts, or settle it through
Arbitration or alternative dispute resolution
77 of 2017.
according to the Jordanian Arbitration Law,
- There is no minimum amount for non- or any other dispute resolution mechanism.
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Insolvency Law… A New Trend for
Doing Business in Jordan
By: Dr. Nida’ N. Goussous
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal – International Office

Jordanian Insolvency Law No. (21) was issued in 2018 to comply with the requirements
of international commerce and investment by providing better investment environment
for foreign and local investors. The Law abolished the provision of bankruptcy and
conciliation provided under the Law of Commerce No. (12) for the year 1966 and its
amendments, which is a synonym to insolvency in light of the new Law.
Insolvency means the stoppage or the disability of the debtor to pay his due debts on
due dates or when the total amount of his financial obligations exceed the total value
of his assets.
The new Law provides for more flexible conditions and lighter repercussions for
insolvency which help the insolvent person re-manage his financial obligations without
being dismissed from his society, whereas the former provisions relating to bankruptcy
provided under the Law of Commerce No. (12) for the year 1966 used to bar the bankrupted
person from practicing his political rights such as participating in the elections, however
the situation has been changed under the new Insolvency Law.
Insolvency Law widened the scope of application whereas more categories can benefit
from the insolvency legal option by applying the Law to any person whether natural
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or legal who holds an economic activity, and the said Law defined the economic
activity as any commercial, industrial, agriculture, professional, service or vocational
(handicrafts) activity.
The Law also mentioned examples of those concerned persons who hold economic activity,
i.e. legal entities civil companies together with companies owned by the Government,
privately owned enterprises and registered and licensed owners of professions.
Though the Law excluded from the application therefrom, banks, insurance companies,
municipalities, associations and clubs unless are included later by virtue of law.
Further, the Law provided for detailed provisions to handle several matters related to
insolvency to guarantee the stability of both; debtor and creditor(s), such as the categories
of concerned creditors in the insolvency matter, the legal repercussions of insolvency
declaration on several levels, the reorganization plan and its procedures, the scope of
tasks of the insolvency administrator.
Though and despite the fact that the Insolvency Law has conferred more flexibility to
handle insolvency for the favor of the debtor, however the Law also provided for penalties
in case the insolvent has a bad intent in declaring his insolvency or he committed any of
the criminal actions provided under the respective Law, which indicates his fraudulent
intents from such declaration.
On top of that, the Law also provided for a new scope of application which balances
the local legal commercial system with the current international trend of investment,
by applying what is so-called International Insolvency which allows the application of
foreign verdict related to insolvency through the Jordanian Courts. This new trend helps
foreign investors who handle transnational commercial activities protect their rights. By
that, the new Law widens the umbrella of foreign investment protection.
By complying our local laws with the international requirements in many fields in this
globalized world, attention to keep our local requirements as a priority should be always
taken into consideration.
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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