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PPP Law to Accelerate Qatar’s
Economic Development

DOHA - Qatar Chamber’s (QC) Chairman
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani praised the
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Law, issued
by the Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani. The QC Chairman said it would
enhance the contribution of the private sector
in the mega projects and in the economic
activity in general.

projects have recently been launched by the
Technical Committee of the Ministerial Group
for Stimulating the Private Sector, covering
many sectors such as education, food security
and others. Qatar Chamber Director General
Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi hailed the issuance
of Law No. 12 of the year 2020, regulating
the partnership between public and private
sectors, affirming that the new law would
The Law would enable the private sector
have a significant impact on accelerating the
to be a genuine partner to the public sector
initiation and implementation of projects.
in achieving the economic development.
In statements, Sheikh Khalifa said that the Al Sharqi also noted that the Chamber played
new law fulfills the Chamber’s demand for a key role in highlighting the idea of issuing
expanding the participation of Qatari companies a law regulating the PPP, pointing out that
in the execution of government projects, as it held a conference on this issue in 2009,
the Chamber was the first body to call for which recommended the need for a legislation
such legislation, noting that the Chamber also governing partnership between the two sectors.
had an important role in putting in place the
He affirmed that the PPP projects would
building blocks of a draft law that organizes
contribute to economic development and would
the partnership between the two sectors.
play an important role in attracting investments,
He said that the PPP Law reflects the Amir’s especially that the private sector has become able
trust in the private sector. The QC Chairman to play a greater role in economic development.
recalled how the Amir emphasized in various He said that the new law enhances the economic
occasions the role of the private sector in the and investment environment which witnessed
economic development and its contribution great development, especially after the issuance
to the mega projects in the future, as well as of many new economic legislation such as
his directives for the preparation of a Public- the law regulating the Non-Qatari Capital
Investment in the Economic Activity and other
Private Partnership Law.
laws and legislation.
Sheikh Khalifa also praised the government’s
interest in achieving the PPP, noting that several Source: Middleeast Business
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Qatar: Further Extended Deadline for
Income Tax Returns, Tax Payments

DOHA - The General Tax Authority of Qatar announced an additional extension of the
deadline for filing income tax returns and for making payments of income tax as relief
measures in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
The new extended deadline for FY 2019 returns and tax payments is August 30, 2020.
The deadline was previously extended to June 30, 2020.
The tax authority issued Circular No. 7 to provide an additional extension of two months
for filing the income tax returns for FY 2019. The new tax return submission deadline
for taxpayers with financial year ended December 31, 2019, is therefore, extended to
August 30, 2020. Taxpayers also have until August 30, 2020 to remit payments of income
tax for FY 2019.
Source: KPMG
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To Raise Business Community Awareness on Laws and Best Practices

Dubai Economy Launches Commercial
Compliance Manual

DUBAI - Dubai Economy has launched the
Commercial Compliance Manual, its new
and comprehensive commercial guide on
the Consumerrights.ae website to enhance
the role entrusted with its Commercial
Compliance & Consumer Protection
(CCCP) sector, to protect businesses and
Intellectual Property (IP).
The bilingual manual, in Arabic and English,
seeks to enhance traders' commitment to
best practices and awareness of the laws,
regulations, and requirements in Dubai
among commercial establishments and
investors as part of reducing the number
of violations and creating a uniquely
competitive business environment for
traders as well as consumers.
The manual, issued by CCCP, sheds light on
the most important information that a trader
requires regarding protecting IP rights,
protecting the rights of commercial agencies,
business protection, practicing commercial
activities, sales and promotions, and raffles
and prizes. The manual provides detailed
5
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information to help traders understand the
valid and effective mechanism for doing
business in the emirate.
Mohammed Ali Rashed Lootah, CEO of
CCCP, said: "Dubai Economy and the
Commercial Compliance & Consumer
Protection sector continue to enhance
the work environment in the emirate in a
manner that protects the rights of traders
and consumers while maintaining Dubai's
attractiveness as a business center. The
Commercial Compliance Manual affirms
these efforts by highlighting the most
important rules and controls necessary
to protect businesses and IP rights for
trademarks and agencies as well as by
creating a healthy competitive environment,
which promotes cordial trade relations and
preserves everyone's rights."
Lootah added: "We invite businesses to
cooperate with us by referring to the manual
available on the Consumerrights.ae website
and abiding by the information, directions,
and controls contained therein, which
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would enhance the culture of awareness
among all. This contributes to achieve the
sustainable economic development goals
in addition to each party's understanding
of its responsibilities, duties, and rights,
to access, preserve, and enhance best
practices in various fields. It also improves
service quality and transparency in the
business sector."
The manual highlights the ways and
mechanisms of protecting IP rights for
trademarks and agencies alike. CCCP has
seen 5300 IP rights files registered in its
IP Gateway by the end of Q1 2020, as
part of preserving innovations, designs,
logos, and trademarks. The manual
highlights the most important elements
IP rights owners must know, including
trade names and trademarks, patents,
mechanisms for filing a complaint on IP
rights infringements, conditions for filing
complaints, fees, and legal terms. The
manual also explains the concept of the
commercial agency, the principal-agent
(manufacturer, producer, or exclusive
distributor), and the process of registering
a commercial agency as well as the
mechanism for filing an infringement
complaint and the conditions, fees, legal
terms applicable to commercial agencies.
The manual also highlights the
business protection facility provided by
Dubai Economy as part of enhancing
competitiveness and increasing awareness
about the contractual foundations that the
trader must know to prevent disputes,
preserve rights, and protect their business,
such as submitting complaints through smart
platforms, such as the website and the Dubai
Consumer app, and related fees.

The mechanisms for organizing the practice
of commercial activities in the Emirate to
ensure sustainable business growth and a
conducive business environment for traders
and consumers are also explained in the
manual. The need to maintain a flexible
approach to customer care as well as a
visually appealing storefront to attract
consumers and the importance of the
store location, cooperation with the Dubai
Economy inspectors, regulations, violations
and penalties applicable in the event of
non-cooperation and non-compliance are
also detailed in the manual.
The importance of sales and promotions as
a strategic marketing tool and the process
of organizing such campaigns in a fair
and transparent manner is also explained
in the manual. Traders must obtain a
permit from Dubai Economy and other
competent authorities, if necessary, should
they conduct any sales or promotional
campaigns. Knowing the types of
promotional campaigns and their difference,
conditions for promotional campaigns, and
the violations and fines that a trader may be
exposed to in the event of non-compliance
are important to guarantee credibility and
transparency of promotional campaigns.
The manual also explains terms and
conditions for conducting raffles and
offering prizes, which are considered one
of the most important ways to activate the
market and attract regional consumers.
Procedures for registering raffles, most
important points that the trader must know,
including: permit requirements, the raffle
stage and its supervisory entities, the postraffle stage to ensure the delivery of prizes
to their owners, and the most important
legal terms and data that must be provided.
Source: Dubai Economy
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Saudi Arabia: Increased VAT and
Customs Duties to Impact Imports

RIYADH - The government of Saudi Arabia
has announced customs duties increases
on about 3,000 goods, effective June 10,
2020. The rate hike, revealed on May 27,
2020, follows an announcement earlier in
the month that value added tax (VAT) will
also triple, starting July 1, 2020.

freezers, refrigerators, fire extinguishers,
engines and batteries. Motor vehicles
and spare parts, such as four-wheel-drive
vehicles, armored cars, emergency vehicles
and tractors are also subject to increases.
Higher rates will also be imposed on
furniture and toys.

Customs tariff increases will range from 3%
to 25%, with food products such as mutton
and goats for slaughter no longer enjoying
current customs exemptions. Many food
commodities, including live animals, meat,
seafood, dairy products, vegetables, fruits,
rice, sugar and juices, will now be subject
to higher customs duties. Mineral products,
such as coal and lime, chemical products,
textiles and clothing, base metals such as
steel, iron, copper, nickel and aluminum,
plastics and rubber products, and leather
items and footwear, will all be subject to
increased duty.

The Saudi government also announced on
May 11, 2020 that it would increase VAT
on goods and services from 5% to 15%
commencing July 1, 2020. The Kingdom’s
General Authority of Zakat and Tax (GAZT)
has introduced a transition period extending
to June 30, 2021, in which certain domestic
goods delivered before that date will continue
to be subject to a VAT rate of 5%. However,
according to international consultants, EY,
only imports of goods made by June 30,
2020 will be taxable at 5%; all imports will
be subject to 15% VAT thereafter, with no
transitional concessions applicable.

Building materials such as cement, ceramic, The treatment of imported services during the
marble, stone and wooden panels will also transition period has yet been clarified. There
be hit by the higher rates, as will machinery, is also no change to zero rated import goods.
equipment and parts for items such as
Source: HKTDC
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