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TAG-Legal Expands its Online IP and
Brand Protection Services

AMMAN – Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal), a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Global, is pleased to announce that it is expanding its services to cover the online brand
protection services.
TAG-Legal’s Brand Protection Department provides our clients with the following
online protection services:
1. Searching, monitoring and reporting any infringing acts on social media platforms,
mobile apps, and any other e-commerce platforms.
2. Searching, monitoring and reporting the unauthorized use of the keywords and
AdWords by third party sites.
3. Sending DMCA takedown notices.
4. Tracking and reporting the servers that host the infringing websites.
5. Sending cease and desist letters.
6. Filing UDRP complaints.
Our professional team is happy to cooperate with you on any brand protection services
including the online channels, the traditional markets, as well as on the customs borders.
For further information, please contact us at brand.protection@agip.com

3

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

Egypt Ratifies Amendments
to Intellectual Property Law

CAIRO - The Egyptian Parliament ratified several amendments to the Law of the Protection
of Intellectual Property Rights No. 82 of 2002, to make it more compatible with the
International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV 91).
The International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) has requested
Egypt to come up with amendments to the Protection of Intellectual Property Rights Law
to be qualified as an active member of UPOV.
The amendments stipulate that the Egyptian Plant Varieties Protection Office will be
authorized to conduct inspections and research new species, while the right to use the naming
of registered species freely will be limited, whether during the exercise or termination of
the right of the breeder.
The amendments included articles 192, 192 bis, 193, 194, 195, 198, 201, 202 and 202 bis.
It is worth mentioning that the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of
Plants (UPOV) is an independent intergovernmental organization with headquarters in
Geneva, Switzerland. Its mission is to provide and promote an effective system of plant
variety protection, with the aim of encouraging the development of new varieties of plants
for the benefit of society.
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Egypt Establishes Arbitration and
Settlement Center for Non-bank
Financial Disputes

CAIRO – Egyptian President Mr. Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi issued the Decree No. 335 of
2019 stipulating the establishment of a new center for arbitration and settlement of
disputes relating to non-bank financial transactions.
The decision states that the center is not for profit, and is called the Egyptian Center for
Arbitrary Arbitration and Settlement of Non-Bank Financial Disputes, according to the
Middle East News Agency.
The Center will arbitrate and settle disputes, particularly among partners, shareholders or
members of companies and entities operating in the field of non-bank financial markets.
The decision has been published in the Official Gazette end entered into force in Egypt
on July 12, 2019.
Source: Middle East News Agency
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Egypt’s Parliament Adopts Draft
Legislation Against Counterfeit
Brands

CAIRO - The Industry Committee of the House of Representatives in Egypt announced
adopting a new legislation against fake branding and products, whether local or global, and
imposing severe punishment on the producers.
Chairman of the Committee Mr. Mohamed Farag Amer, said that factories in Beheira governorate
collect the packaging from garbage and refill it with counterfeit goods in unlicensed factories,
after which they re-market it to Egyptians or export it to Libya, thereby harming Egyptian
industry.
Amer said that the enactment of a legislation to stop counterfeiters is to protect against
infringement of the rights of others.
As an example, he pointed to cigarettes smuggled from the outside and put on the market and
labeled “Made in Egypt”, and fake electrical tools from counterfeit brands entering customs,
which are actually Chinese but sold in the markets as legitimate global brands.
In addition to counterfeiting from international brands such as Nike and Adidas, which are
sold in most markets, there are counterfeit bags for women from international brands coming
from Turkey and sold at world prices as genuine, confirming that there is some shortfall,
whether legislative or regulatory, that harms the Egyptian economy.
Representative of the Customs Authority Saeed Abdullah said that there is no regulatory and
that about 2,000 violations have been registered, including 704 trademark counterfeiting.
Abdullah stressed that Egyptian law includes deterrent punishment for intellectual property
infringement and counterfeiting of brands.
Source: Al-Masry Al-Youm
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100% Foreign Ownership in 122
UAE Economic Activities

ABU DHABI - The UAE Cabinet, chaired by
His Highness Shaikh Mohammad Bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Vice President, Prime Minister
and Ruler of Dubai, has approved the sectors
and economic activities eligible for up to 100
percent foreign ownership in the UAE.

storage for pharmaceutical products.
The Cabinet's decision includes other areas
of ownership by foreign investors, such as
hospitality and food services, information
and communications, as well as professional,
scientific and technical activities, thereby
allowing for ownership in laboratories for
research and development in biotechnology.
The list also includes administrative services,
support services, educational activities,
healthcare, art and entertainment, and
construction.

The Cabinet meeting was attended by Lt.
General Shaikh Saif Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the
Interior, and Shaikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Presidential Affairs. The decision aims to
support the growth environment and to reaffirm
UAE’s position on the global arena as a hub Local governments will determine the
ownership percentage of foreign investors in
for investment.
these activities.
A total of 122 economic activities across 13
sectors were specified to be eligible for up to 100 Shaikh Mohammad tweeted: “Local
percent foreign ownership such as renewable governments will identify the percentage
energy, space, agriculture, and manufacturing of ownership in each activity according to
industry. The decision provides investors with their circumstances. Our goal is to stimulate,
an opportunity to acquire various shares in a activate and facilitate businesses. We want to
number of economic activities including the open and expand new economic sectors. We
production of solar panels, power transformers, want to attract new investors and new talents
green technology, and hybrid power plants. and enhance the global competitiveness of our
national economy”.
Areas of foreign ownership also include
transport and storage, which allows investors New policies and benefit-sharing system
to own projects in the field of e-commerce On a different agenda issue, the Cabinet
transport, supply chain, logistics, and cold approved the policy for educational
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professionals in the UAE's education sector,
including all public and private schools in the
country, with the aim to improve the quality
of education in line with the UAE visions and
future plans. This step would also provide
support to students in their learning endeavor,
in addition to enhancing self-learning of
workers in the education sector. The policy
would apply to all educational institutions
in the UAE and it would target all involved
groups of educational professionals.

meetings of the ISO General Assembly 2020
in the UAE, as well as the recommendations
of the Federal National Council on the
Ministry of Community Development’s
policies concerning the Emirati Family, as
well as the policy of the General Authority for
Islamic Affairs and Endowments on extension
guidance.
The Cabinet reviewed a number of reports
on the results of the work of the Higher
Committee, which oversees the mutual
evaluation process, to measure compliance
with international standards for combating
money laundering and combating terrorism
financing and corrective actions.

The Cabinet also adopted, during its session,
the development of a linking system between
the pension funds. The system aims at
facilitating the transfer of employees among
the federal, local and military sector. This will
enhance the access of the Emirati employees Concerning international relations, the Council
to better insurance benefits, and increase their adopted and ratified a number of conventions,
which included the ratification of a framework
productivity.
agreement between the Ministry of Economy
It approved the 'Control on Textile Products' and the National Development and Reform
in the framework of raising the quality of Commission of the People's Republic of China
products and developing technical regulations on strengthening industrial capacities and
to ensure safety of fabrics on people’s health. investment cooperation.
In government regulatory affairs, the Cabinet
adopted the restructuring of the Education and
Human Resources Council, chaired by Shaikh
Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation.
The Cabinet also approved the decision to
finance the funding of federal universities
and colleges based on performance results
for the academic year 2018-2019, in order to
increase the efficiency of financial planning
and implementation of the general budget.
During the meeting proceedings, the Cabinet
also reviewed, during the hosting of the

It also adopted and ratified agreements
between the Government of the UAE and the
Governments of Grenada, Ireland, Gambia,
Estonia and Haiti on air services between
their territories. Other approvals included
the ratification of an agreement with Peru on
the exemption of tourist visas for holders of
ordinary passports, an agreement with Jamaica
on mutual visa exemption arrangements and
an agreement with Belarus on cooperation in
the field of security and counter-terrorism,
convention on the avoidance of double taxation
on income and agreements on the protection
and promotion of investment with a number
of States.
Source: Gulf News
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“The Intellectual Property Rights
for Startup – Opportunities
and Challenges”

By: Raed Al-Hout
Brand Protection Department/ TAG-Legal
It has been noticed at times that startups get
busy in the development of the product or
idea so much that they forget to protect their
Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) especially
at the initial stages of their projects. In addition,
they may unwittingly overlook to allocate the
required budget to protect their IPRs which
may have negative consequences on the entire
project during the later stages. Taking that
into account, I’ve decided to shed the light
on the importance of protecting the IPRs and
the consequences of not doing so especially
among the entrepreneurship community in the
developing countries.
According to the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO), Intellectual Property
refers to creations of the mind: inventions;
literary and artistic works; and symbols, names
and images used in commerce. Intellectual
9
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property is divided into two main categories:
Industrial Property includes patents for
inventions, trademarks, industrial designs and
geographical indications. Copyright covers
literary works (such as novels, poems and plays),
films, music, artistic works (e.g., drawings,
paintings, photographs and sculptures) and
architectural design. Rights related to copyright
include those of performing artists in their
performances, producers of phonograms in
their recordings, and broadcasters in their radio
and television programs.
From a macro perspective, it is worth mentioning
that any country wants to be a member in the
WTO –World Trade Organization, has to sign
the TRIPS agreement - Trade-Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
which sets down minimum standards for the
regulation by national governments of many
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forms of intellectual property (IP) as applied to 4. Not being aware about the fact that IPRs
can be used as a market barrier to prevent
nationals of other WTO member nations. One
of the main principles of the TRIPS agreement
the potential competitors from entering
is the “National Treatment” which requires
the market.
equal treatment of foreigners and locals. That
being said, the foreign company should be 5. Complicated procedures, such as drafting and
filing patent applications (how, where, when)?
treated equally as the national company as
long as the IP is protected.
6. Lack of proper enforcement policies and
procedures in preventing the counterfeit goods
Taking the above TRIPS principle into
and services in the developing countries.
consideration, and in the current globalization
era, startups nowadays do not only compete
with the same level of companies, instead,
they are competing with any company in the
world, regardless of its geographical location.
In addition to that, the e-commerce platforms
have been improving the cross borders trade in
an unprecedented manner. In such kind of a very
competitive market, IP can be a unique selling
proposition (USP) of the product or service,
and it helps create a competitive advantage for
the company. The IP can be an entry barrier
against the potential competitors. Note - IP is
always given high weightage by the investors
and creates good value for your venture. IP
has, in fact, been identified as one of the key
ingredients for startups across the world to get
a competitive advantage in the market.
Taking the above into consideration, and in
order to encourage the startups to protect their
intellectual property rights, we need firstly to
identify the reasons as to why many startups
in the developing countries do not pay the
enough attention to protect their IPRs. These
reasons can be summarized as follows:
1. Lack of awareness about the importance of
protecting the Intellectual Property rightss.
2. Lack of finance to file, maintain, commercialize,
and then enforce the Intellectual Property
Rights. It is worth noting that, the venture
capital investors are more likely to invest more
in the startup projects whereby the intellectual
property rights are being protected. Protecting
the Intellectual property rights in the early
stages plays a significant role in attracting
capital venture investors especially in the
early stages of their projects.

7. Lack of expertise in monetizing the
Intellectual Property Rights.

8. Lack of technology transfer systems and
competitive technical skills.
Now, this brings up the question; “does having a
robust IP system is enough towards empowering
the developing economies to start harness, and
commercialize the collective and collaborative
innovation?” In other words, is it enough for
the startups to protect their IPRs? The answer
is definitely no. So, what is missed here? To
answer this question we need to understand the
key role the governments play in enabling the
startups ecosystem. Of course, there is no magic
wand that can apply for all countries, as each
country has a unique ecosystem. Taking that into
account, one of the main government’s roles
should be identifying the country’s competitive
advantages. For example, some countries
have a promising pharmaceutical industry,
other countries have a great transportation
infrastructure, and other might have advanced
IT capabilities among its people. Therefore,
the governments should focus on empowering
the technical capabilities among its identified
promising sectors, which can be done by
focusing on the following economic reforms:
1. Drafting the required legislations to facilitate
the ease of doing business among these
specific sectors.
2. Simplifying the government procedures.
3. Increasing the share of the R&D investments.
4. Applying tax reduction incentives.

5. Help the startups enter new markets by
signing bilateral agreements with the new
3. Treating the IPs as expenses rather than
potential markets.
intangible assets that can be commercialized.
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Adding to that, IP assumes even greater
significance for technology startups, where
new innovations are being made every day.
There is a huge brand value attached to IP,
in both the manufacturing and technology
sector. It gives investors, clients, and other
stakeholders a tremendous sense of confidence
in your commitment and passion to not just
succeed, but also become a market leader in
your area of operation. The point is - there are
different strategies available for different goals.
Intellectual property can be very valuable.

be to apply for a domestic patent/trademark/
copyright. As the company scales up, it
can allocate a budget for patent/trademark/
copyright in the international market. Failure
to do so can affect the company’s prospects
to scale up.

Where change is the only constant nowadays,
businesses in general are constantly reinventing
and redefining themselves in today’s day and
age, this means greater focus on innovations,
which in turn, means a greater need to protect
IP, and in parallel implement the required
Also remember, if someone else happens to economic reforms.
register the IP under his company name before
you, then you are likely to be pushed out of the The importance of IP cannot, (and should not)
market (even if you had started working on the be undermined by startups, and established
idea first), lest you are found guilty of patent or companies alike, because of the long-term
trademark infringement or copyright violation. advantages it brings.
Companies can even leverage these patents As a conclusion, building a robust IP system
as a means to further boost their revenues should come in parallel with improving the
through licensing, selling or using the IPRs ecosystem infrastructure by implementing
as collaterals. While startups are constrained the required economic reforms, and most
by lack of funds when it comes to protecting importantly, improving the technical
intellectual property, what is important is capabilities among the pre-identified
that they should still continuously work on promising sectors.
identifying IP and at the same time consciously
work on setting aside funds to protect IP. Since
filing patents in other jurisdictions may prove
to be expensive at this stage, a good start would
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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