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Sharjah Issues Resolution on Regulating
E-commerce Activity in the Emirate

SHARJAH - HH Sheikh Abdullah bin
Salem bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Deputy Ruler
of Sharjah and Deputy Chairman of the
Sharjah Executive Council (SEC), chaired
a meeting of the Council at the Ruler’s
Office in Sharjah.

The age of the applicant must not be less
than twenty-one years when the application
has been submitted, or he must not have
attained a legal impediment, or he should
have reached the age of 18 and be authorized
by the Judicial Court to practice trade.

Following the ratification of minutes of the
previous session, the Council reviewed a
number of issues on its agenda concerning
the Emirate's various affairs. It issued a
number of resolutions that would achieve
the vision of Sharjah in providing the best
services to citizens and residents in the
various cities and regions of the Emirate.

According to the Resolution, the
establishments which practice electronic
commerce activity shall modify their
positions in accordance with the provisions
of this resolution within three months from
the date of issuance.

The Council adopted a proposal to regulate
the working mechanism of the memorizers
in the Sharjah Establishment for Al Quran
Al Kareem and Al Sunnah Al Nabawiyah,
and include a number of jobs for citizens
and residents of field supervisors, teachers
and internal supervisors.
The Council issued Resolution No. (23) of
2018 on regulating the electronic commerce
activity in Sharjah. According to the decision,
no normal or legal person may engage in
electronic commerce activities unless he is
licensed by the Department of Economic
Development. He must be a UAE citizen and
have no objection to practice the activity from
the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority.
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The Council issued Resolution No. (24)
of 2018 on the Executive Regulations of
Law No. (6) for the year 2015, concerning
the human resources of Sharjah, and the
decision includes a number of amendments
commensurate with the improvement of all
practical conditions for the cadres working
in institutions, government departments,
the development of performance levels and
the practical environment in the Emirate.
The Council approved the Memorandum
of Understanding to be signed between the
Department of Economic Development and
the Higher Colleges of Technology on the
project of business incubators at the colleges,
which recognize the importance of enabling
students to enter business and reduce material
costs to facilitate and encourage them.
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Egypt and European Union to
Combat Trademark Counterfeiting

CAIRO – Egyptian Minister of Supply and Internal Trade, Dr. Ali Al-Moselhi underlined
the great importance of trademarks and highly commended the Ministry’s cooperation
with the European Union to protect trademarks from counterfeiting.
During a meeting with Ms. Marie Paul Rizzo, head of the Department of Industrial Designs
and Geographical Indications at the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO),
the Minister praised efforts exerted by Dr. Ibrahim Ashmawy, head of the Internal Trade
Development Authority, on the prospect of a memorandum of understanding with the
European Union during his participation in the 57th session of WIPO General Assembly,
which was held in Geneva, Switzerland.
The Minister of Supply should use cooperation with the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) on the development of the trademarks field and benefit from joint
cooperation in order to facilitate procedures for trademark filing.
Dr. Ashmawy said that the European Union has funded an electronic archiving
system at the Egyptian Trademarks Office, so the applicants can file their trademark
applications online.
Ashmawy also stressed that Egypt was one of the first countries to establish an entity
for trademarks and industrial designs in April 1940. Egypt is considered the oldest Arab
and African office and among the top 10 countries to register trademarks and industrial
models. He pointed out that the number of trademarks in Egypt is 400,000 trademarks.
An electronic trademark archive will be available at the end of this year for the first
time since more than 70 years, and registration will be conducted through the Internet
or from commercial registry offices in provinces, where commercial registry databases
will be synchronized with trademark databases.
4

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

Income Tax Law Amendments
Approved in Egypt

CAIRO – Egyptian President, Abdel Fattah El Sisi issued decree No. 158/2018 introducing
amendments to some provisions of the income tax law after a relevant bill was approved
by the House of Representatives.
The new law, which was published in the Official Gazette, introduced a tax of 2.5 percent
on land or any building constructed on plots of land, whether or not the structure is
owned by the landowner.
The law exempts taxes for using the land or real estate as in-kind shares in limited
companies, under the condition that these shares are not traded for five years.
Also exempted from the tax are those renting the land for more than 50 years, or granting
it to a first or second degree relative, to the government, or as a donation for projects
of public interest.
Tax payments are due within 30 days of the disposition date.
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Albania Introduces
New Trademark Regulation

TIRANA - A new trademark regulation
entered into force in Albania on June 7,
2018, clarifying a range of issues raised
by the changes to the Albanian Industrial
Property Law in force as of March 24, 2017.
Some of the most significant changes and
clarifications concern the following:
Clear Definitions and Representation when class headings are used in lists of goods
Requirements
and services in trademark applications and
While the Albanian IP law defines a trademark registrations. Namely, Article 13(2) of the
in general terms, the new regulation more regulation states that general terms, including
clearly defines different types of trademarks class headings of the Nice Classification,
as well as representation requirements are to be interpreted as including only the
for the most common traditional and goods and services covered by the literal
non-traditional trademarks. It provides meaning of these terms.
definitions for word, figurative, position, This provision aligns Albanian legislation
pattern, color and shape marks that are in
with that of the EU. Following the Court of
line with the Implementing Regulation (EU)
Justice of the EU’s June 19, 2012 decision
2018/626 of March 5, 2018.
in the IP Translator ‘class headings’ case
Having clear rules on trademark (C-307/10 – Chartered Institute of Patent
representation enables applicants to clearly Attorneys v Registrar of Trademarks),
demonstrate the nature and features of their national IPOs in the EU moved away from
marks, which allows for proper examination the “class heading covers all” to the “means
and, at a later stage, adequate determination what it says” approach.
of the nature and scope of protection,
In the absence of a previous provision that
especially in enforcement proceedings.
provided otherwise, it is likely that the
Albanian authorities will apply this provision
Literal Interpretation of Class Headings to both new and existing registrations.
The regulation adopts the literal approach However, holders of existing registrations
when interpreting the scope of protection have so far been allowed to specify the list
6
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of goods and services intended to be covered
when filing a renewal application, if they
haven’t done it in their trademark application.
Therefore, applicants and holders of existing
registrations are advised to clearly indicate
whether they are seeking protection for all
goods or services that fall within a particular
class or only for the specific goods or services
mentioned in the class heading, at the time
of registration or renewal.

broadening the category of trademarks the
IPO will be able to intervene in ex-officio.
This may make the IPO decisions vulnerable
to cancellation and create unsteady practice.

Identical Marks

The IPO then examines the request within
a month, and if the request is accepted, the
IPO informs the applicant about the time
period within which they should remedy
the situation. If the request is refused, the
applicant may oppose the decision before
the IPO’s Appeal Board within a month after
receiving the written notification.

“Restitutio in Integrum” Procedure

The regulation clarifies the “Restitutio in
Integrum” procedure, which was introduced
for trademarks, industrial designs and
geographical indications following the IP
The regulation also introduces an interesting
law amendments in March of last year,
provision regarding the comparison of
while it has existed for patents since 2014.
goods, namely Article 13(6) specifies that,
when comparing goods/services, those Namely, an applicant who, for justified
covered by the same class should not reasons and despite due diligence, failed
necessarily be deemed similar, and those to perform a certain action by a certain
belonging to different classes should not deadline, may request “Restitutio in
necessarily be considered dissimilar. This Integrum” if this failure resulted in loss
is an improvement and a departure from of rights. This request must be filed within
previous practice, when the Albanian IPO 60 days from the removal of the cause for
often deemed goods or services similar or non-compliance and no later than one year
dissimilar solely based on their class.
after the expiration of the missed deadline
and is subject to the payment of a fee.
Article 22(8) of the regulation provides a
definition of identical signs which do not
limit the term to its literal meaning: “signs
should be considered identical where, when
viewed as a whole, they are not differentiated,
or contain insignificant differences.”
Further, according to the regulation, the IPO
can refuse a trademark ex-officio if there is
an earlier identical registered trademark. It
is in line with the existing practice of the
IPO. However, Article 143(2), (a) of the
Albanian IP law provides for oppositions
based on identity, rather than leaving the
issue to the discretionary power of the IPO.
Unlike the law, the regulation also provides
that the IPO can intervene ex-officio even
when the goods designated by the identical
marks are similar or related to each other.
The regulation therefore significantly
expands the definition of the identical mark,
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“Restitutio in integrum” does not apply to
opposition and cancellation proceedings held
before the Examination Division, to appeals
against decisions in these proceedings filed
before the Appeal Board, or to “Restitutio
in Integrum” requests.
Criteria for Determining Well-Known
Marks
Article 58(1) of the regulation specifies
that, when determining whether a mark is
well-known, the Albanian authorities should
take into account the Joint Recommendation

tag-legal.com

Concerning Provisions on the Protection
of Well-Known Marks adopted by WIPO
in September 1999. Although Albanian
authorities have already followed the Joint
Recommendation in practice, having it
specified as binding by the regulation will
contribute to establishing steady practice.

Namely, claimants can file a formal action
by completing the standard form and paying
the fee within the stipulated deadline,
while they can file supporting documents
and arguments within two months after
receiving an invitation from the IPO to
complete the file.

However, the regulation failed to determine
the procedure for establishing well-known
status. It remains unclear whether it should
be established in a separate procedure, or
along with other claims, in court, or before
the IPO.

This possibility only exists in proceedings
before the first instance of the IPO. In
case of an appeal against the first instance
decision before the IPO Appeal Board,
the appellant should file arguments and
supporting documents within a month of
being notified of the first instance decision.

Enforcement Procedures Held Before The clarification of these procedural
rules is expected to release the backlog
the IPO
of oppositions, cancellations and appeals
Further to the March 2017 IP law amendments,
caused by the IPO’s stagnation after the
the regulation establishes procedural rules
IP law changes entered into force in
for oppositions and cancellation actions held
March 2017.
before the IPO. Under the amended IP law,
the IPO will not only examine oppositions
and appeals against refusals on absolute Official Fee Modifications
grounds, but will also handle other actions,
The regulation was accompanied by the
including cancellation, invalidation and nonintroduction of official fees for the newly
use actions and claims based on well-known
established IPO procedures and the increase
status. The amended law also established
in certain existing official fees, by an average
two instances in the IPO, the first being the
of 10 percent. Like the regulation, the new
Examination Division and the second being
official fees took effect on June 7, 2018.
the Appeal Board.
While the new fees are applicable to
The regulation provides more time
applications filed as of June 7, 2018,
for the opponent and the applicant to
the situation remains somewhat unclear
respectively complete the file and respond
regarding the official fees for the newly
to an opposition. It is now two months
established procedures, many of which have
following the IPO’s notification, while
been brought before the IPO since March
the previous regulation provided a shorter,
2017, but either no fee or an estimated
one-month deadline.
fee was paid for them, which now may
While deadlines for enforcement cases not correspond to the recently established
cannot be extended or reinstated, the fees. The IPO may now demand retroactive
regulation enables claimants to act quickly. payments of such fees.
Source: IP-Watch
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Cuba Issues First Rules on
Consumer Protection

HAVANA - For the first time in Cuba's history, Cuba's Ministry of Interior enacted specific
consumer protection rules that protect consumers against false or misleading commercial
advertising and unfair practices. These new rules affect all aspects of commercial trade,
including e-commerce.
"This is an important step forward for Cuba," said Jaime Angeles, Partner of Angeles
Pons in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. "Creating formal consumer protection
rules should help all marketers navigate the rules of the road as they enter, or expand
their operations in the Cuban market."
The new rules protect against false or misleading commercial advertising and unfair
practices and provide financial penalties for failure to comply. They also address issues
such as food safety, and providing products of the quality and weight advertised.
Source: Galalaw
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Smart Dubai, DIFC Courts Launch
World's First Blockchain Court

DUBAI - The Dubai International Financial Center (DIFC) Courts and governmentcontrolled initiative Smart Dubai have worked together to create the "world's first Court
of the Blockchain".
Both sides said they will initially explore how to aid verification of court judgments for
cross-border enforcement.
DIFC Courts claimed the partnership "is the first step in creating a blockchain-powered
future for the judiciary which will have far-reaching benefits."
This e-judiciary includes streamlining the judicial process, removing document
duplications, and driving greater efficiencies across the entire legal ecosystem, said the
DIFC Courts.
Blockchain technology allows users to work on one document simultaneously, instead
of copying the same documents, making the work process more efficient and less timeconsuming.
Future research will combine expertise and resources to investigate and handle disputes
from private and public blockchains, said the DIFC Courts.
Amna Al Owais, chief executive and registrar of DIFC Courts, said "this taskforce is
in line with our guiding principle to deliver courts as a service, powered by technology
and extended through cooperation agreements and alliances."
Al Owais added that "by harnessing blockchain technology, Dubai will be firmly positioned
at the forefront of legal technology and judicial innovation, setting the standards for
countries and judiciaries to follow."
Aisha Bint Butti Bin Bishr, director general of the Smart Dubai office, said that "the
emirate has become a global trailblazer in embracing advanced technologies and steering
them towards the safety, comfort and happiness of our city's residents and visitors."
One of the most notable innovations is blockchain, where the Dubai Blockchain Strategy
seeks to run all applicable government transactions on blockchain by 2020, she added.
Source: Xinhua
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