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TAG-Legal and AGIP to Participate
in ABA-IPL Annual Meeting and 34th
Intellectual Property Law Conference

ARLINGTON, VA – Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) and Abu-Ghazaleh
Intellectual Property (AGIP), members of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org),
will participate in the Annual Meeting and 34th Intellectual Property Law Conference
of American Bar Association (ABA-IPL), which will be held in Arlington, VA, USA,
from April 10 to 12, 2019.
Ms. Deema Abu-Zuleikha, Senior Legal Counsel and Quality Control Manager of
TAG-Legal, and Mr. Nabil Salamé, Vice-President Marketing and Executive Director of
Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP) will represent TAG-Org in this year’s event,
where they will exchange knowledge, create and renew a global network of colleagues
and business contacts.
The ABA Annual Meeting will tackle various subjects concerning trademarks, licensing,
copyrights, patents, designs and IP portfolio from legal perspective.
In order to schedule a meeting with TAG-Legal representative, please contact us at:
dabu-zulekha@tag-legal.com, and to schedule a meeting with AGIP representative,
please contact us at: nsalame@tagorg.com
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Bahrain Issues New Implementing
Regulations for Patents and Utility
Models Law

MANAMA – The Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Tourism of Bahrain issued the
Ministerial Decision No. 101 of 2018 regarding the new Implementing Regulations for
Patents and Utility Models Law No. 1 of 2004.
The Implementing Regulations have been published in the Official Gazette No. 3397
on December 13, 2018, and entered into force in the Kingdom the following day.
According to the new Implementing Regulations, the official fees for all patent and
utility model services have been increased as of December 18, 2018 (The effective date).
For more information, please contact AGIP office in Bahrain at: bahrain@agip.com
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Russia to Introduce Temporary
Pre-Grant Protection for Industrial Designs

MOSCOW - On December 18, 2018, the Lower House of the Russian Parliament
approved a set of amendments to Part IV of the Civil Code introducing a temporary,
unregistered form of protection for industrial designs through an optional pre-grant
publication of design applications. The amendments are still awaiting approval of the
Upper House of Russia’s Parliament and the president’s signature, but they are expected
to enter into force in early 2019.
According to the amendments, at the request of applicants, the Russian IPO will publish,
in the Official Bulletin, information about industrial design applications that have passed
a formal examination. Temporary protection will be granted to these designs from the
date of publication. Currently, designs are published in the Official Bulletin upon grant
only, after they also pass the substantive examination.
The amendments aim to provide an unregistered form of protection for industrial designs
with a short product life cycle, such as fashion designs. Currently it takes between 6 and
20 months to examine a design application. If the amendments enter into force, applicants
will be able to obtain industrial design protection within two or three months from filing
the application. The industrial design application will not be published if the application
was withdrawn, abandoned, or if it matured into a granted, registered industrial design.
Tatyana Kulikova, PETOŠEVIĆ Russia
tatyana.kulikova@petosevic.com
www.petosevic.com
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Monsanto’s Bt Cottonseeds Patent
Dispute Continues in India

NEW DELHI - In a landmark judgment on January 08, 2019, the Supreme Court of
India set aside the judgment of a Division Bench of the Delhi High Court, which had
revoked Monsanto’s patent 214436 and remanded the matter to the trial court. The
matter is now back to where it began: a suit before the Delhi High Court single judge.
At stake is the interpretation of rights and obligations under two distinct laws, the tests
used for determining the scope of patent rights under the Patents Act, and breeders’
rights under the PPVFRA. The issue of patent validity remains open and has not been
decided by the court.
Section 3(j) of the Indian Patents Act excludes plants, animals and “essentially biological
processes” (for the production of plants and animals) from patent protection. The Delhi
High Court relied significantly on European precedents to hold that Monsanto’s claimed
invention covering the Bt gene construct and a process for preparing the transgenic Bt
Cotton plant amounted to an “essentially biologically process”.
The Delhi High Court ruling came after Nuziveedu Seeds Ltd (NSL) argued that India's
Patents Act does not allow any patent on genetically modified (GM) cottonseeds.
Mahyco Monsanto Biotech (India) (MMB), a joint venture between Monsanto and
Maharashtra Hybrid Seeds Co (Mahyco), sells GM cottonseeds under license to more
than 40 Indian seed companies, which in turn sell product to retailers.
Monsanto's Indian joint venture had terminated its contract with NSL in 2015 after a
royalty payment dispute, escalating tensions over seed technology.
The Supreme Court also said that Delhi High Court would examine Monsanto's claims
that NSL infringed its intellectual property on Bt cottonseeds.
Monsanto has also been battling a proliferation of illegal planting of its herbicide-tolerant
cotton varieties.
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Significant Amendments to Spanish
Trademark Law

MADRID – Spain issued the Royal Decree No. 21 of December 2018, which will
modify some articles of the Trademark Law 17/2001 of December 7. The Decree came
into force in Spain on January 14, 2019.
The modifications came to homogenize the Spanish system of trademark registration
managed by the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (OEPM) with the trademark
registration system of the European Union managed by the European Intellectual
Property Office (EUIPO).
The most significant amendments that will change the current trademark law in Spain
are summarized as follows:
1. In case of opposition, the trademark applicant may require the opponent to provide
proof of use of its trademark for the last five years, provided that the opposing
trademark has been granted before January 2014.
2. In relation to the distinctive sign, representation will only be required, without further
ado, in the Register of Marks without specifying the means used, but in a way that
allows the authorities and the general public to determine the object of the protection.
3. The protection of appellations of origin and geographical indications is reinforced
through the systematization of absolute prohibitions.
4. The new regulations will offer users agile administrative procedures for the declaration
of nullity and expiration of registered trademarks.
The entry into force of the new regulations will be in two steps. The first phase entered
into force on January 14, 2019 and the second phase will do so on January 14, 2023.
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New Mechanism for Piracy
Prevention in Ukraine

KIEV - Amendments to the Ukrainian law “On Distribution of Copies of Audiovisual
Works, Phonograms, Videograms, Computer Programs, Databases”, entered into force
in Ukraine, introducing a new mechanism for combating piracy.
The Ukrainian Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, which issues hologram
stickers, also known as control marks, for products subject to copyright protection, has
recently started to publish information about the issued marks on its website within three
working days from the date of the issue. Copyright holders and their representatives now
have an easy access to the information about the applicants and the issued control marks,
including their quantity and registration numbers. This creates a more transparent system
and facilitates monitoring of potentially infringing materials. Previously, the information
on the issued control marks could only be obtained by filing a formal written request.
Another novelty is that the applications for obtaining control marks now have to be
filed on electronic data carriers, such as optical discs or USB flash drives, which should
speed up the processing of applications. However, the applicants also have to file the
documents in hard copy until further notice. Applications are usually considered within
three working days, but if an application contains incomplete information or if any
clarifications are needed, this procedure can take up to 10 days.
Igor Alfiorov, PETOŠEVIĆ Ukraine
igor.alfiorov@petosevic.com
www.petosevic.com
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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