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Registration of Geographical
Indications is Now Possible in Egypt

CAIRO – The Ministry of Supply and Internal Trade of Egypt announced that it has started
the registration of geographical indications for the first time in the country.
This decision aims to maximize the value of Egyptian products, whether agricultural or
handicraft, and increase their export opportunities while ensuring the protection of their
geographical origin.
The Ministry affirmed that this is the first time that Egyptian products will have specific
geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin.
As first stage, the Ministry started registering the geographical indications for some commodities;
and the registration will cover a wide range of Egyptian products afterwards.
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New Anti-Spam Regulations
in Saudi Arabia

RIYADH – The Communications and Information Technology Commission of Saudi
Arabia announced that it has set new regulations for unsolicited electronic messages and
marketing communications or ‘spam’, and certain other message categories.
The new regulations cover any electronic message sent without any opt-out option, and
electronic messages transmitted through telecommunication networks but with electronic
constitution such as email, flash SMS, fax, MMS, SMS, etc.
The messages to be sieved are categorized as follows:
Awareness messages: guidance content to all users by government agencies, banks,
hospitals, others.
Personal messages: electronic messages from a specified user number to another specified
user number.
Promotional messages: commercial or marketing messages.
Service messages: service content to a specific user for the purpose of providing
information on operational aspects of that service.
Warning messages: sent by responsible government entities to warn against imminent
threats or to alert users.
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Saudi Arabia to Introduce
New Franchising Laws

RIYADH - New franchise regulations designed
to increase transparency and encourage
entrepreneurs to invest are expected to be
implemented in Saudi Arabia within a few weeks,
according to the Chairman of the Franchise
Committee Mr. Muhammad Ibrahim Al-Mojel.

The franchising system had been in the
Kingdom for many years and there were
countless successful examples, he added,
including hotels and fast-food restaurants.
One of the biggest challenges in the Kingdom
was a lack of awareness of how a franchise
operates and how it differs from an agency,
according to Al-Mojel. He advised the franchisee
and franchisor to agree on a detailed contract
that prevents the franchisee from getting into
trouble by abusing the contractual relationship.

The franchisor will be required under the
new law to disclose all relevant information,
including employee numbers, profits and losses,
and the number of its outlets that have closed.
The regulations will increase entrepreneurs’
awareness of their rights and may encourage
Some Saudi brands have successfully franchised
them to acquire a franchise, Al-Mojel said.
in other countries, enhancing the global
Franchises offered Saudi companies a good reputation of the brand owners and their partners.
opportunity to expand their businesses,
“For a franchise to succeed, the franchisor
“Franchising allows a franchisee to run and should have an integrated training and control
own an investment and get support from the program that allows it to monitor closely the
franchisor, who enjoys considerable experience work of the franchisee and make sure all
and has the power to help the franchisee market requirements and conditions of the franchise
the product profitably,” he told Arab News. have been satisfied and understood properly,”
“This system will help small and medium said Al-Mojel.
enterprises prosper and survive in today’s
“The franchisor should provide the franchisee
markets,” he added.
with detailed operational manuals for the site,
A franchisor, Al-Mojel said, brought with it including cleaning and the final layout.”
years of experience and a strong brand identity,
Al-Mojel added that he hoped government
which helped franchisees establish themselves
agencies would work together closely to
and survive in the marketplace.
promote the role of franchising in economic
If the franchisee faces marketing, financial or development and in doing so reduce
logistic difficulties, Al-Mojel said, the franchisor unemployment and improve living standards.
will offer support and help the franchisee succeed
because their relationship is reciprocal.
Source: Arab News
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Overview of
Different Trademark Renewal Systems
Get a complete overview of the trademark renewal process in some countries
Renewal of TM:

Country

The period to renew the trademark

Afghanistan

Validity is 10 years from the application date and it may be renewed
for the similar period by paying the renewal fees in time, no grace
period is allowed for filing renewal applications.

Algeria

Validity of a registered TM in Algeria is for 10 years, the renewal
deadline is calculated starting from the national filing date and the
renewal is possible six months before the deadline and six months
after the deadline (Late fees should be paid).

Bahrain

Trademark registrations may be renewed within the last year of
the protection term. A six-month grace period is allowed for late
renewal.

Egypt

For ten years calculated starting from the filing date

Erbil

6 months

Gaza Strip

The validity of the trademark registration(s) in Gaza Strip is seven
years from the date of filing the application, which is renewable
each fourteen years thereafter.

Iraq

Ten years from the filing date, and renewable for the same period

Jordan

A trademark can be renewed 2-3 months prior to the actual due
date.

Kuwait

A trademark registration is valid for 10 years from the filing date.
The date of expiry of a trademark registration will be exactly 10
years from the filing date.

Lebanon

- A trademark registration is valid for 15 years from the
registration date and renewable for indefinite equal periods; the
trademark can be renewed within one year before the renewal
due date, while a grace period of three months is allowed for late
renewal without additional charges.

Libya

Duration of renewal is for 10 years.

Morocco

A trademark is valid for 10 years as of the filing date renewable
indefinitely for the same period.
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Oman

10 years from the filing date.

Qatar

Trademark can be renewed within the last year of the valid
protection term.

Saudi Arabia

The period to renew the TMs in Saudi Arabia is calculated as 10
Hegira years from the filing date/expiry date

Sudan

10 years as from the registration date (same as the filing date)

Syria

The renewal can be filed within the last year of the trademark
validity period.
The time frame for the renewal procedure usually takes 6 - 8 months

Tunisia

Each 10 years as from the TM filing date

UAE

The validity of a trademark is 10 years from the filing date. The
mark to be renewed upon the expiry or within the 3 months grace
period with additional fee.

West Bank

A trademark is renewable after seven years as from the filing date
and renewable for periods of fourteen years each.

Yemen

10 years as from the filing date. The trademark can be renewed
within 12 months as from the expiry date

Iran (minimum) 6 months prior to the renewal due date
Turkey

A trademark may be renewed within 6 months before the actual
renewal deadline.

Pakistan

10 years

India

1 year before the expiration of registration

China

The applicant needs to renew the mark every 10 years

Russia

Every 10 years, during last year of its validity

Nigeria

First renewal is 7 years after registration, 14 years for subsequent
renewals

Indonesia

A trademark registration is valid for 10 years from the filing date
and may be renewed for a period of 10 years.

Malaysia

(1) Renewal – filed within 6 months before the expiry date;

Bangladesh

12-18 months

Tanzania

In Tanzania, the first registration period is seven (7) years. The
term of registration can be indefinitely renewed for further ten (10)
years after expiry of original registration or of the last renewal of
registration.
The renewal of the mark has to be done one month before the
expiry of the registration period.

7

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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