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Patent Related Services Transferred from
KACST to Saudi Authority for Intellectual
Property Offers

RIYADH – The Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) announced the
completion of transferring services related to patents, integrated circuit designs, plant
varieties, and industrial designs from King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology
(KACST) to the Authority. SAIP decision aims at making the Authority the only entity
concerned with regulating, supporting, developing, protecting and enforcing intellectual
property fields in the Kingdom based on the best international practices.
Accordingly and starting January 1, 2020, the Authority would handle all tasks and
activities relevant to patents which the KACST used to conduct.
Hence, SAIP became the entity in charge of registration, maintenance and enforcement
of IP rights to create an environment that encourages innovators and entrepreneurs in
all domains of science and technology which would boost level of innovation in the
country to become a knowledge-based society that produces IP.
It is worth mentioning that the Authority signed since its establishment three agreements
for fast-track patent applications with global patent offices; accordingly, enforcement of
the agreement with South Korea started last July, and with Japan and the USA on January
1, 2010. The agreements aim at enhancing framework of patent and capacity building
field to attract investments, transfer and indigenize technology to achieve economic
diversity in compliance with the Vision 2030.
https://www.saip.gov.sa/en/ال-عبد-الملك-مدينة-من-البراءات-نشاط-نقل/
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‘Talal Abu-Ghazaleh-Legal’Participates
in the 8th Regional IP Crime Conference
in Dubai

DUBAI - Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal), a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Global (TAG.Global), participated in the 8th Regional Intellectual Property (IP) Crime
Conference entitled ‘Fighting IP Crime – Partners in Progress (10X)’.
The gathering was held under the patronage of Lieutenant General, HE Dhahi Khalfan
Tamim, Deputy Chairman of Police and General Security in Dubai and Honorary
President of the Emirates Intellectual Property Association (EIPA), and co-hosted by
the Dubai Police, INTERPOL and EIPA at Sky View Hotel in Dubai.
The two-day event was held in the presence of a host of high-ranking personalities
representing mainly the Middle East and North Africa region in addition to Arab, regional
and international organizations.
The conference focused on the extensive and complex criminal enterprises involved, as
well as the importance of awareness and education in fighting IP crime.
“IP crime generates huge profits and organized criminal groups are constantly seeking
new opportunities to distribute their illicit products. This conference highlighted the
important need for law enforcement and other stakeholders to collaborate and innovate
in response,” Dhahi Khalfan Tamim addressed the attendees.
Participants reviewed the latest IP crime trends and enforcement challenges, as well
as best practices for raising awareness amongst civil society on the dangers posed by
counterfeit and pirated goods.
Meanwhile, TAG-Legal Manager, Ms. Deema Abu-Zulekha, gave a presentation entitled
‘TAG.Global Achievements in IP Field, New Strategies to Combat Counterfeiting’.
“We shed light on the ongoing efforts TAG.Global and HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh exert
to underline the importance of protecting intellectual property rights and their impact
on both IP holders and national economy as a whole,” Abu-Zulekha said.
4

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

Jordan Investment Commission and
‘Abu-Ghazaleh Global’ Sign MoU

AMMAN – A Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) has been signed between the Jordan
Investment Commission (JIC) and Talal AbuGhazaleh Global (TAG.Global) to cooperate in
attracting foreign investments to the Kingdom.
The MoU, signed by HE Dr. Talal AbuGhazaleh, founder and chairman of (TAG.
Global), and Dr. Khalid Al-Wazani,
Chairman of JIC, provides for encouraging
local investments, ensuring the effectiveness
of the investment climate and developing
exports and cooperation. The parties also
agreed to jointly issue an Investor's Guide.
Commenting on the MoU, Al-Wazani stated that
the cooperation agreement is the first of its kind
JIC signs with the leading Jordanian national
organization, TAG.Global, whose achievements
are well-recognized at a global level.

Al-Wazani also stated that the MoU with
TAG.Global came as a part of the keenness
of the two parties to strengthen foundations
of cooperation in fields of mutual interest.
For his part, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh expressed
his pride in cooperation with the JIC, saying
that this agreement will positively affect the
development of investment service programs
in the Kingdom.
Additionally, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh pointed out
that TAG.Global has recently issued the
‘Doing Business in Jordan, a Comprehensive
Guide 2019’ to encourage foreign investors
to initiate their investments and businesses in
the Kingdom, underlining its importance as
a tool for marketing Jordan as an investment
destination and hub for every individual in
the world.

He also noted that the Commission would
sign other agreements with Jordanian private
sector institutions to ensure partnership
between the public and private sectors and to
maximize benefits for the concerned parties.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh concluded by stressing
the dire need to attract investments to Jordan
particularly in light of the privileges and the
incentives provided by Jordanian laws, that
aim at attracting foreign investments; mainly
Furthermore, Al-Wazani added that the JIC projects related to national infrastructure.
always looks for successful investments, It is worth mentioning that the signed MoU
noting that the Commission strives to support concentrated on various areas including the
existing and new investments to become exchange of expertise, organizing training
success stories that contribute to enhancing courses in different fields, exchanging
and attracting quality foreign investments business field visits, in addition to cooperation
projects to Jordan.
with regard to Investor’s Guide and in the
He affirmed that the JIC, in compliance with field of investment in creativity.
the Royal instructions, works tirelessly to
develop investment climate in the country in
line with international practices in this field.
5

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

China Releases Regulation on
Implementing Foreign Investment Law

BEIJING (Xinhua) - China has unveiled a regulation on implementing the foreign
investment law to better protect the legitimate rights and interests of foreign investors.
Premier Li Keqiang signed a State Council decree to publish the regulation. It will take
effect on Jan. 1, 2020, the same day when the law becomes effective.
As a matching regulation to the foreign investment law, the regulation highlights the
promotion and protection of foreign investment and details measures to ensure the
effective implementation of the law.
The regulation encourages and promotes foreign investment via terms to protect the
legitimate rights and interests of foreign investors, standardize the administration of
foreign investment, improve the business environment as well as advance opening up
to a higher level.
The regulation stipulates that foreign-invested enterprises will enjoy the same favorable
policies as domestic companies, and will be treated equally in standard-setting and
government procurement activities.
In addition, the regulation details measures to compensate foreign investors for requisition,
ban forced technology transfer, protect business confidentiality as well as improve the
mechanism for foreign-invested firms to file complaints.
The regulation clarifies the implementation mechanism of the negative list of foreign
investment access and details registration and reporting system of foreign investment.
The regulation also stipulates investment policies for enterprises from Hong Kong,
Macao and Taiwan, and legal responsibilities for violations of the regulation.
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/31/c_138669461.htm
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Oman to Implement New Law Aimed
at Attracting Foreign Investment

MUSCAT - Oman is set to implement its new Foreign Investment Law from Thursday
(January 2).
The law, which applies to expats in Oman and foreign nationals looking to invest in
the country, is designed to provide an attractive investment environment in a hugely
competitive market place.
Ibrahim bin Said Al-Mamari, chief executive officer of the Investment Services Centre
of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, said: “The provisions of the new foreign
capital investment law were applied on every non-Omani natural or legal person who
sets up an investment project in the Sultanate, using his capital and assets for the project
which is economically feasible for the country.”
According to a report by the Oman News Agency, those who choose to invest in the
Sultanate will receive “incentives, privileges and guarantees”.
Al-Mamari said: “The Foreign Capital Investment Law allows the investor to establish
a company in one of the permitted activities and own the entire capital of the company.
There is no limit of the capital for the companies established under this law, provided
the foreign investor adheres to the timetable submitted by him to implement his project
and approved in accordance with the economic feasibility study.
“It does not allow any fundamental changes in the investment project without the
ministry’s approval.”
He added: “The investment laws play an important role in attracting foreign investments.
It helps in the flow of capital for establishment of companies to absorb the giant economic
projects wanted by the Sultanate.
“It increases the level of efficiency of operating companies and helps in transfer of
economic expertise and modern investment technologies. This leads to the diversification
of the economic base and has positive impacts.”
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/politics-economics/436387-oman-to-implementnew-law-to-attract-foreign-investment
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Co-ownership of Technology…
Diversity of Legal Regimes
By: Dr. Nida’ N. Goussous
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal

In a globalized world characterized by
open borders which render technology to
be the production of inventors who belong
to different “legal jurisdictions,” such
technology will be subject to co-ownership
which will be governed; either by a certain
legal regime to which one of the co-owners
belongs or by an agreement.
It is the case where the subject matter of the
co-owned technology is a patented invention
and the agreement over the owners’ corights is absent. The patent co-ownership
accordingly will be governed by local laws
of one of the patent’s co-owners.

and selling. Co-ownership of a patent is the
case where the patented invention is owned
by more than one person, whether the same
are the original owners thereof or owned
the patent at a later stage.
Each co-owner of a jointly held patent can
make, use, sell and license the patented
technology. Licensing can be the main concern
in the case of a jointly-owned patent since
each co-owner can grant a non-exclusive
license without having to obtain the consent of
other joint-owners under certain jurisdictions.
Joint patent ownership can create a messy
situation where no single patent owner has
the ability to grant an exclusive license or
stop others from licensing the patent. Such
a situation might diminish the value of the
patented technology.

Awareness of the legal regime which will
govern the relationship between co-owners
of a patented technology is a crucial issue
to be taken into consideration due to
diversity between different legal systems By exploring various legal regimes in this
respect, one can find that the approach
in this context.
differs from one to another whereas some
Ownership of a patent grants its owner
request the consent of all co-owners to
the full authority to exploit his invention
exploit the co-owned patented technology,
-subject matter of the patent- in all acceptable
while others do not.
legal actions such as licensing, mortgaging,
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The US Patent Act provides for the right
of each co-owner to exploit the patent
independently without obtaining the consent
of other co-owners including licensing and
shall bear no responsibility to share any
royalty revenues therewith.
The Chinese Patent Law complies with the
US Patent Act in this regard, though the
co-owner must account profits to other coowners in case of independent exploitation.

of other co-owners. However, other actions
of exploitation such as selling, mortgaging
are allowed to be done independently.
In the UAE, the Federal Law pertaining to
the Industrial Regulation and Protection of
Patents, Industrial Drawings and Designs
provides that owners of a co-owned patented
technology may not individually grant
licenses to others for using the invention,
though other acts are acceptable to be done
independently.

The Japanese Patent Law stipulates that
co-owners may not license a co-patented In light of the different legal regimes and
technology without obtaining the consent an open world with Technology Transfer all
over the globe, it is not possible to conclude
of other co-owners.
deals in the different fields of technology
French and German Legislators adopted the
without the advice of legal specialists in
same trend in this regard, whereas the cothese domains, with the aim to reach a
owners of a co-owned patented technology
satisfying agreement between patents comay not license without the consent of other
owners through which rights and obligations
co-owners, but may independently use the
are determined clearly and precisely.
invention, with equitable compensation to
In this context, our Company, Talal Abuother co-owners.
Ghazaleh Legal, provides the service of
Jordanian and Egyptian legislations
agreements drafting for all purposes in the
conform in this regard, whereas the codifferent domains of technology by our
owner of the patented technology cannot
legal and technical team of specialists in
grant licenses without obtaining the consent
these domains.
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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