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TAG-Legal Assists in
Setting up Offshore Companies

AMMAN - Talal Abu Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) is pleased to announce its readiness
to assist investors and emerging businesses in establishing their companies through a full
set of incorporation solutions that fit multi-jurisdictions and achieve their commercial
purposes.
Manufacturers and business owners who seek benefits from starting an offshore company
can place their full trust in our Corporate Department to establish their companies in all
tax-haven jurisdictions due to our reputed expertise in this field.
For more information, please contact our Corporate Department at: corporate.legal@
tag-legal.com
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Kuwait Passes New Copyright
and Neighboring Rights Law
By: Raed Al-Hout
Brand Protection Department/ TAG-Legal

Kuwait - In line with its endeavor to improve
the intellectual property rights system,
Kuwait has issued a new law No. 75/ 2019
related to Copyright and Related Rights,
which was published in the Official Gazette
No. 1455 dated 28/07/2019, and superseded
the old Copyright Law No. 22/ 2016.

joint authorship, derivative work, related rights,
performers, phonogram producer, phonogram,
public performance, databases, fixation,
audiovisual work, and others. In addition to
that, the new law includes new terms such as;
technological protection measures, important
information for rights management.

Kuwait has been a member of many regional
and international agreements related to the
protection of Copyrights such as, the Arab
Agreement for the Protection of Author's
Rights since 1986, and the Berne Convention
for the Protection of Literary and Artistic
Works since 2014. In addition to that,
Kuwait became a member of WTO - the
World Trade Organization since 1998. In
light of the above, this new law comes to
form a major milestone to improve the
Copyright legislations in Kuwait to meet
the international standards, and to cope with
the relevant technological developments.

- Article 3 - Expands the coverage of the
Copyright protection provided which
applies to the creative works of literature,
art or science, regardless of the type of
such works, the mode of their expression,
their importance or the purpose of their
composition or classification, upon their
creation without the need for any formal
procedure.

- Article 4 - Covers the cases/ works that are
not classified as Copyright works, which
include for example but not limited to; (i) Holy
books and the font designs used in writing
them (drawing them) and their recitation
The new law includes 3 sections and 51 and the recording of their recitation, (ii)
articles, and the main amendments can be speeches as well as the pleadings during the
summarized as follows:judicial proceedings, and (iii) single words,
short phrases, list of ingredients, and familiar
- Article 1 - Amends some of the terms symbols and designs.
definitions such as; work, innovation, work of
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- Article 5 - Covers the protection of national
folklore, which states, “The national folklore
is a public property of the people, and the
National Council for Culture, Arts and
Literature is responsible for determining,
sponsoring, supporting and defending it
against deformation or damages to the cultural
interests or public interests of the State.”

to practice the activities of the associations
or companies of collective management.
The process of their operation, the follow
up of their performance, their supervision
and determination of the fees dues shall be
as specified in the implementing regulations.
- Article 35 – Refers to the precautionary
measures related to Copyright cases.

- Article 6 – Sets forth the author moral rights,
for example the right to use a pseudonym or - Article 36 - Covers the ex-officio judicial
powers for the employees designated by the
not mentioning the name on the work.
president of the Council. According to the
- Article 9 - Covers the exclusive right for said article, it is permissible by virtue of a
the author, his successor and legatee to justified order of the concerned minister, after
authorize or prohibit any use or exploitation notifying the violating party and granting it
a period of (7) working days to respond in
of his work.
writing to the violation, to close the violating
- Article 10 - Grants the right to the Council institution administratively and temporarily
to exercise the economic rights relative to for a maximum period of 3 months, and in
the works whose Kuwaiti author dies without the event of repetition, the withdrawal of
leaving an heir or legatee, and to the works the license may be ordered. The concerned
whose author is unknown and which have party may file a complaint against the said
been published for the first time in the State order within not more than sixty days.
of Kuwait.
- Article 37 – refers to the prohibition
- Article 11 - Sets the economic right related of clearance by Customs, as the General
to the work by entitling the author to receive Administration of Customs may, by itself or
monetary or in-kind consideration which upon the request of the right holder, order
he deems fair against his disposal of one or by a justified resolution, the prohibition of
more rights of his economic exploitation in customs clearance of any commodity causing
his work to a third party.
an infringement to any of the economic rights
- Article 12 - Clarifies the transfer of economic protected under the provisions of this law.
rights related to works of computer programs. - Article 38 - Grants the Library the right
- Article 16, 17,18, 19, 20 and 21- Explains to establish a record for depositing works
the moral and monetary rights for the subject to the provisions of this law.
neighboring right holders.
- Article 42 - Grants the public prosecution
- Article 22, 23, and 24 - Covers the protection the exclusive authority to investigate, act
period for the authors and the neighboring upon and raise accusations in respect of
all crimes resulting from enforcing the
right holders.
provisions of this law.
- Article 31 - Underlines the lawful use by
third parties who may use the work in certain - Article 43 – 47 - Explains the penalties on
special events and without the permission of any Copyright infringement cases.
the holder of Copyright and without paying The above new amendments are considered
him a compensation.
positive steps towards enabling the creators
- Article 34 - Explains the Copyright collecting and companies to protect their rights in
societies whereby the Copyright and related Kuwait, as well as to enforce these rights
right holders may assign the management of against any potential infringements that may
all rights set in this law and the collection of happen by other parties.
considerations or compensations hereof to If you have any questions related to Copyright
associations or companies incorporated among infringement in Kuwait, please do not hesitate
them in accordance with the Law of Clubs and to contact our specialized Brand Protection
Associations of Public Benefit and Companies team on brand.protection@agip.com.
Law. President of the Council issues a license
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Uzbekistan Introduces Criteria for
Determining Well-Known Trademarks,
Transfers IPO Appeal Board to
Ministry of Justice

TASHKENT - A resolution introducing the Furthermore, in order to be recognized as well
criteria for determining whether a trademark known:
is well-known entered into force in Uzbekistan
The relevant sectors of the public must be
on July 2, 2019.
able to recognize a certain quality of goods
While the Uzbek trademark law implies that, or services in connection with the trademark;
in order to be recognized as well-known, a
trademark must be widely known among The trademark must have high inherent
consumers in Uzbekistan as a result of its distinctiveness, or acquired distinctiveness
extensive use, until now there were no specific resulting from its extensive use in Uzbekistan,
guidelines for establishing the well-known including the use in domain names in the Uzbek
country code top-level domain (ccTLD); and
status.
According to the resolution, a well-known The trademark must have commercial value
trademark must be recognized in relation to resulting from its continuous and extensive use.
the goods/services for which it is registered Under the resolution, the Board of Appeal
by the relevant public sectors including:
(BoA) of the Uzbek Intellectual Property Office
Actual and/or potential consumers in (IPO) has been brought under the jurisdiction
of the Ministry of Justice. The Minister of
Uzbekistan; or
Justice is now the Chairman of the BoA. This
Persons involved in the distribution of the measure was likely introduced to minimize
goods/services bearing the trademark; or
the IPO’s influence on BoA’s rulings, and to
ensure a more impartial review of appeals and
Business circles dealing with the type of goods/ observations.
services to which the trademark applies.
Source: PETOŠEVIĆ
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Russia Introduces Temporary
Pre-Grant Protection for
Industrial Designs

MOSCOW - Amendments to Part IV of the Russian Civil Code entered into force, introducing
a temporary, unregistered form of protection for industrial designs through an optional pregrant publication of design applications.
According to the amendments, at the request of applicants, the Russian IPO will publish,
in the Official Bulletin, information about industrial design applications that have passed
formal examination. Temporary protection is granted from the application’s publication date.
Previously, designs were published in the Official Bulletin only upon grant, after passing
substantive examination.
The scope of temporary protection is limited to the essential design features as shown in the
drawings in an application, but it cannot be broader than the set of essential features reflected
in the drawings in the IPO’s grant decision. This means that if certain drawings or essential
features are removed from the application at the stage of substantive examination, the applicant
cannot claim damages for their unauthorized use within the frame of temporary protection.
Source: PETOŠEVIĆ
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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