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Egyptian Government Revamps
Customs Legislation

CAIRO - Egypt’s Finance Ministry has prepared Egypt’s government aims to transform its
a new customs draft-law and sent it to the ports into regional hub for international trade.
Ministry of Commerce and Industry to present
The systems include transit goods, customs
it to the commercial and industrial community.
warehouses, temporary storage, free zones,
The Finance Ministry said in a statement that special economic zones, free markets,
it will carefully consider all suggestions and temporary permits and temporary release.
remarks made by civil society organizations If the law is passed, there is a one-year
on the new bill.
deadline to settle the status of the goods
It considered the draft-law "a leap in released by the temporary release system,
legislative thought", replacing the current the Finance Ministry said.
customs law, which was issued 55 years ago. The bill combines customs treatment and
The draft-law provides many facilities for exemptions in a single law to facilitate
the commercial and industrial communities customs’ procedures.

and mechanisms to protect the national The new legislation is bound by the
industries in addition to developing work provisions of the trade agreements associated
mechanisms at the Customs Authority.
with Egypt as well as the petroleum and
It also allows pre-customs clearance mining agreements.
systems and pre-clearance of shipments
prior to arrival at Egyptian ports instead of
establishing a legal basis for e-documents
to terminate customs procedures.

According to the statement, the bill
stipulates that the minister of finance issues
the executive regulation within six months
from the date of its operation.

The new draft-law is expected to contribute
to the restructuring of all private customs
systems in line with the best international
practices in order to boost Egypt's
international trade.

The Ministry was keen to include in the draftlaw a wide range of 32 definitions of terms
to prevent any conflicting interpretations
and to ensure the unification of customs
treatment at all ports throughout the country.

3

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

New Draft Law on Pharmacies in
Saudi Arabia

JEDDAH —Saudi legal consultants have contributed to the new draft law for pharmacies
presented by the Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA).
The new draft law suggests a 1000-meter distance from each direction between two
pharmacies. Each company will be allowed to own only 30 pharmacies. Individual
pharmacists can own only five pharmacies.
The new draft law will also curtail the online sale of medicines and curb unauthorized
selling of medical and herbal products.
Licenses given to every medical or herbal product are valid for five years with the option
of renewal. The same applies to pharmaceutical factories.
The technical director of the factory has to be a full time Saudi authorized pharmacist.
The SFDA will conduct regular inspections. It will also review the prices of medicines
every five years.
The SFDA will destroy any illegal products and specify punishments accordingly. This
includes imprisonment for no more than 10 years, fine up to SR10 million, deportation
if the person is non-Saudi, license revocation and prevention of the individual from
working in the pharmaceutical industry.
Source: Saudi Gazette
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Draft Private Sector Participation
Law in Saudi Arabia

RIYADH - The Council of Ministers in Saudi Arabia has issued resolution No. 665
dated 8/11/1438H approving the Rules of Conduct of the Supervisory Committees of
Privatization Targeted Sectors. The resolution included Council of Ministers’ instruction
for National Center for Privatization (NCP) to draft a Law with all the rules governing
Private Sector Participation (PSP). Following this instruction, NCP has prepared the
Draft Private Sector Participation Law. The Draft Law aims to establish the legal basis
in order to further enable the implementation of PSP programs and projects, whether
it is a sale of assets or Public Private Partnership (PPP). This Draft Law also includes
provisions addressing the obstacles and legislative gaps that exist within the regulatory
environment in general, enabling the disablement of barriers hindering the implementation
of PSP projects and the attraction of private sector’s investment.
As part of NCP’s commitment to the cooperative approach with Resolution No. 1/5/2018,
NCP’s Board of Directors has approved the publication of the Draft Private Sector
Participation Law for Public Consultation.
Source: NCP
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Bahraini Personal Data Protection
Law Approved

MANAMA - The spotlight is on legal and regulatory developments in Bahrain where
the King has approved the Protection of Personal Data Law. Bahrain Law No. 30/2018
sets out the responsibilities of the Personal Data Protection Authority. A Decree is to be
issued to specify the administrative aspects of the Authority and establish its Board of
Directors. Those found to access, disseminate, leak, or tamper with personal information
will be jailed for up to one year, fined 1,000 to 20,000 Dinars, or both. Those receiving
a bribe in relation to falsified information will be fined 3,000 to 20,000 Dinars.
The Authority’s Board of Directors will issue the necessary decisions to implement the
law within six months of its publication in the Official Gazette. The law will come into
effect one month following its publication in the Official Gazette.
Source: Lexis Middle East
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Dubai Customs Makes 130 IP
Seizures in 1st Half of 2018
DUBAI - Dubai Customs doesn’t spare
any effort to further protect the brand
owners’ rights and prevent counterfeiting.
The memorandum of understanding that it
signed with the Brand Owners’ Protection
Group GCC & Yemen (BPG) last April
supported its efforts in this regard, and
helped promote bilateral cooperation and
the exchange of relevant information in
order to counter piracy.
Seized counterfeited goods can be
recycled to be used for other purposes
following environmentally friendly
procedures and measures as part of Dubai
Customs green initiative.
These protective measures and procedures
help protect original products and belittle any
chances of competition from counterfeited
products. Dubai Customs has made a total
of 130 intellectual property seizures in the
first half of 2018 that had a value of AED
35.5 million. The seizures varied to include
electronics, watches, glasses, car spare parts,
textiles, utensils, bags and shoes.

and skills of its officers to effectively
prevent any smuggling or counterfeiting
attempts. The IPR Department organized 26
different activities and initiatives in the first
half of 2018 which saw the involvement of
40,373 participants”.

Ozair pointed out that the IP Department
registers intellectual assets that were
developed and invented internally. A total
of 27 applications to register intellectual
assets have been submitted to the Ministry
of Economy. These assets include the Virtual
Corridor, Al Kashif Vehicle, Customs
Clearance Vehicle, Smart Inspection Desk,
Smart Submarine, Mobile Lab, and Smart
Yousef Ozair Mubarak, Director of IPR
Seizure System.
Department said: “We support innovation
and authenticity in the UAE following On his part, Mohammed bin Nasser,
the wise directives of our leadership. For Manager of IP Dispute Section said: “We
this, we enhance our partnerships with regularly meet with the representatives of
different stakeholders to consolidate efforts brand owners to coordinate our efforts in
in protecting intellectual property rights. order to ensure highest levels of efficiency
We work together with local and federal in preventing counterfeited goods from
government departments and trademark entering the UAE. We also coordinate
owners in the private sector to prevent with other relevant local, regional and
counterfeiting and piracy”.
international departments to help protect our
society from the hazards of counterfeiting”.
He added: “Dubai Customs has equipped its
customs centers with the latest inspection
Source: Dubai Customs
devices and developed the competencies
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Intellectual Property Blockchain
The Future Has Just Begun
http://www.agip.com/news.aspx?id=16591&lang=en
By: Motasem H. Abu Ghazaleh
It is just unthinkable or even imaginable that,
by the year 2030, every time an IP owner
would like to register a trademark in a given
country, he or she will send instructions
by e-mail along with required documents
to an agent in this jurisdiction who will
file this application at the local trademark
office, pay official fees and report back to
the owner. Sending bills and paying through
bank transfers with all the exchange rate and
difficulties will make this future scenario
close to impossible, not after all what we
Introduction
have seen in the last few years of the tsunami
Labelled by experts and visionaries as of new technologies and applications, like
the future of everything, the Blockchain Blockchain, Artificial Intelligence (AI),
technology is destined to change the way we Internet Of Things (IOT)…etc.
look at this world which has been struggling
with technology that is insecure, outdated Intellectual Property
and ancient with many "patiently" waiting Trademarks, Patents, Designs, Copyright,
for Blockchain to become the new Internet. Design of Integrated Circuits, Plant Varieties
The Internet defines this new technology as and Geographical Indications represent
a shared Register that records transactions what is known as Intellectual Property
between two or more parties efficiently, cost Rights, which are all intangible assets and
effectively and in a verifiable manner and for the global giant players, it is the most
despite being highly praised and considered valuable asset.
the most unsettling technology of our time, These assets are recorded in a country’s
“Registry” to demonstrate ownership of
still it is the least comprehended.
Blockchain, the technology behind Bitcoin these assets. Currently, this Registry is
can be best described as a ledger that after the only evidence of ownership that this
being installed, can be found on every device jurisdiction(s) can provide to the IP owners.

In short, the current business model of
communicating and protecting IP rights
today is as follows: (IP owner) → (IP Agent)
→ (IP local offices) → (IP Agent) → (IP
holder), which may appear functional and was
Blockchain has been destined to be involved relatively effective during the last few hundred
in almost all sectors and Intellectual Property years, but unlikely to last within the coming
10-20 years due to inherent inefficiencies.
(IP) is one of them.
and whenever the ledger is changed, the
information is updated on each device that
has this ledger installed, in other words it
allows digital information to be distributed
but not copied.
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IP Blockchain

Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the most
In its simple form, the Blockchain is a advanced global TM system, the World
shared peer-to-peer digital “Register.” It Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).
is cost effective, requires minimal or no Theoretically, any of these agencies, for example,
human interaction, resilient to fraud, not WIPO, can develop a new TM Blockchain,
owned or governed by a single user, and with existing records, while allowing new
decentralized (just like the Internet) to track registrations recorded on its Blockchain.
assets and transactions.
Building on such an achievement, WIPO
This “Register” can be developed to
catalogue any assets, like real estate, art,
diamonds, or even photos. These are all
assets, just like IP.

Similarly, if a corporation, for example, would
like to register a trademark by filing the mark
in a given country “Transaction” nominating
logo, class, applicant country…etc., this new
application “Transaction” can also be recorded
on the Blockchain. This “transaction” is
broadcasted to all “nodes” which triggers the
“algorithms” to do their magic in verifying
the transaction. Algorithms and AI tools to
be built here is with no limit and can and will
handle any kind of requirements.
Smart Contracts is a major component
of Blockchain technology, which adds
functionality to facilitate the automatic
execution and enforcement of contract terms
for IP License, Franchise, Assignments,
Merger, Pledge, among others. The terms of the
contract are pre-programmed so that the burden
of administering contract terms is reduced.

member states may issue legislation that
recognize and acknowledge this new shared
digital “Register” as a legal stamp of approval
for IP filings around the world. The idea is
that existing government regulatory agencies
will use WIPO Databases as a solution for
improving their current IP filing systems.
Local governments can substitute their local
national registers with the WIPO Blockchain to
reduce redundancy, expenses and inefficiency.

National regulatory agencies can also
develop policies and legislation that further
nurture, facilitate and integrate Blockchain
technology in their jurisdiction to have a
full integrated network.
In Conclusion

The application of Blockchain technology
to the registration and recordation of IP
assets is an effective solution to reducing
inherent inefficiencies in the current process.
Countries stand to benefit by saving a lot of
effort, time, resources and money. There
will no longer be a need for local IP offices
And finally while most importantly, using to handle these tasks anymore, while still
Cryptocurrencies for completing all these receiving all the benefits at zero cost.
transactions. This can be done by having a
Perhaps one day, the world will end up with
special crypto currency for IP, i.e., “IPCoin”
a “Shared Digital Global TM Register”
or a token with fixed amount “TMToken”.
that is used and enforced around the world
IP Forthcoming
while examination and other procedures are
For the sake of clarification, this section managed by AI, transactions are ruled by
focuses on trademark registration; however, smart contracts and official fees and other
this discussion equally applies to all forms fees are paid by cryptocurrency. Only time
of IP. There are major leading international will tell.
agencies responsible for maintaining TM Live with it, good luck IP and enjoy the ride
records, such as the United States Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO), European Source: AGIP
Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO),
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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