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TAG-Legal Contributes to the Issuance
of the World Bank Report
‘Doing Business 2021’

WASHINGTON, D.C – For the 12th consecutive year, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAGLegal) provided its support and contribution to the Doing Business report 2021 legal research,
as one of its international partners.
Based on its long expertise in the area of insolvency, TAG-Legal contributed to the success
of the Doing Business 2021 report, one of the main publications of the World Bank, which
is considered as a guide for business regulations in 191 economies.
TAG-Legal contributes regularly to the Doing Business reports by conducting surveys and
legal researches in various Arab and Middle Eastern countries, and provides the World Bank
with the results that were adopted for developing the reports.
The World Bank has focused in this year’s report on resolving insolvency, including indicators
which measure time, cost and outcome of insolvency proceedings involving domestic entities
and the quality of the insolvency laws and regulations.
The Doing Business report was launched in 2002 to look at small and medium-sized companies,
and measures the regulations applying to them through their life cycle.
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Qatar Issues New Industrial Designs Law

DOHA - His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of the State of Qatar,
issued the Law No.10 of 2020 regarding the protection of industrial designs.
It is worth mentioning that the new law, that replaces the old one issued in 2002, was
published in the Official Gazette and entered into force.
For further information about this matter,
Please contact our office in Qatar at qatar@tag-legal.com
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KSA Issues Executive Rules for
the Compulsory Licensing of Patents

RIYADH – The Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) developed new executive
rules for the compulsory patent licensing in the KSA, based on its role in regulating,
supporting, developing, nurturing, protecting, enforcing and upgrading the areas of
Intellectual Property in the Kingdom in accordance with the best international practices,
as well as proposing laws and regulations related to Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs)
stipulated in the provisions of Article (3) of the organization of the Authority issued by
the Council of Ministers Resolution No. (496).
The operational rules for compulsory patent licensing have been developed, based on
the law of patents and layout designs of integrated circuits, plant varieties and industrial
designs issued by Royal Decree No. (M/27), and Cabinet Resolution No. 536, required
to modify the compulsory patent licensing regulation.
The main executive rules of compulsory patent licensing are highlighted as follows:
• Rules and procedures for applying compulsory patent licensing
• General provisions for compulsory patent licensing
• Compulsory licensing revocation
• Cases of patent compulsory licensing revocation
• Objection to mandatory patent licensing decisions
• Challenging the Authority’s decision of granting compulsory patent licensing
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Saudi Arabia
to Increase VAT Rate to 15%

RIYADH – Saudi Arabia’s government announced that it has decided to raise the Value
Added Tax (VAT) from 5% to 15% starting from July 1, 2020.
The new VAT rate will apply to all goods and services provided in Saudi Arabia.
For more information, please contact our office in Saudi Arabia at ksa@agip.com
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Summary about Period of
Cancellation Action Based on Non-use

The following table provides a summary about the period of cancellation action based
on non-use in different jurisdictions:

Country

The period is calculated as
TM will be vulnerable to
from the filing date or the
cancellation due to non-use
registration date

Gaza Strip

5 years

As from the registration date

Oman

5 years

As from the registration date

Erbil

3 years

As from the registration date

West Bank

During the two years As from the registration date
immediately preceding the
application of cancelation

Sudan

5 years

As from the registration date

Jordan

3 years

As from the registration date

Iraq

3 years

As from the registration date

Egypt

5 years

As from the registration date

Algeria

3 years

As from the registration date

Kuwait

5 years

As from the registration date
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Bahrain

5 years

Trademark is vulnerable to a
non-use cancellation action
if it has not been used for
five consecutive years, prior
to the date of filing the nonuse cancellation.

KSA

5 years

As from the registration date

Libya

5 years

As from the issuance of
decision of the Court.

Lebanon

N\A

trademark registration is not
vulnerable to cancellation
based on non-use

Qatar

5 years

As from the filing date

UAE

5 years

As from the registration date

Yemen

5 years

As from the filing date

Morocco

5 years

As from the filing date

Tunisia

5 years

As from the registration date

Turkey

5 years

As from the registration date

Syria

3 years

As from the registration date

Iran

3 years

As from the filing date
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COVID-19 and Contractual
Obligations under Jordanian
Defense Law
By: Dr. Nida’ N. Goussous
Talal Abu Ghazaleh Legal

COVID-19 pandemic caused the issuance of the Royal Decree approving the Cabinet’s decision
to proclaim the Defense Law No. (13) for the year 1992 taking effect across the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan as of March 17, 2020 according to a Royal Court Statement.
By applying the Defense Law in Jordan, a lockdown has been declared all over the country,
which affected many aspects of life. Economic sectors are the most affected from the execution
of the said Law.
Many questions were raised regarding the performance of contracts, mainly continuous
contracts, in light of the current circumstances and whether the non-performance or the partial
performance thereof shall be considered a breach of contract or the application of the available
legal excuses of non-performance, namely force majeure event or the what so-called hardship
event is possible in this context.
General legal rules which govern contractual obligations are provided under the Jordanian
Civil Code No. (43) of the year 1976.
Article (205) of the said Law deals with the event of emergency circumstances or the socalled Hardship event. It is the case where the agreed contractual obligations are basically still
possible in principle, though certain underlying circumstances have occurred and/or changed,
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which render the proper fulfillment of these obligations unforeseeable to the debtor and shall
leave him with huge losses which does not make any economic sense. The Law provided in
this regard that the contract in this event shall be under the control of the court.
Force majeure event is provided under Article (247) of the Jordanian Civil Code, it deals
with cases where the performance of contractual obligations has become impossible due to
the occurrence of circumstances, which are beyond the control of the parties; despite the fact
that all precautionary measures to avoid the effect of these circumstances had been taken,
eventually the contract shall be considered terminated.
Jordanian Legislator has provided for the case of non-performance of contractual obligations
under Article (11) of the Defense Law, which stipulates that: “If it is impossible to implement
any contract or obligation due to observance of the provisions of this law or any order, mandate
or instructions issued pursuant to it or due to compliance with these provisions, the person
associated with this contract is not considered to be in breach of its terms, but the contract is
considered suspended to the extent that the implementation of the contract is impossible and
is considered a defense in any lawsuit brought or brought against that person, or any measures
taken against him as a result of not implementing the contract or obligation”.
The reading of Article (11) of the Defense Law means that the non-performance of contractual
obligations during the application thereof requires the parties in a contract to apply the said
Article (11). Accordingly, the non-performed contracts shall be considered suspended, whereas
such suspension does not contradict with the terms of the contract and the affected party cannot
claim compensation.
Suspended contracts are not defined in the Jordanian Civil Code, though Article (171) provided
for cases which must be considered a legal suspension of contracts, one of which is the case
which is provided by law, i.e. the case provided under the said Article (11) of the Defense Law.
The re-execution of suspended contracts requires the consent of the affected party in order to
be enforceable subject to Article (172) of the Jordanian Civil Code
It is to be highlighted that the Legislator has provided for a condition in order to apply Article
(11) of the Defense Law, by requiring an evidence that proves an even which renders the
implementation of the contract impossible. The burden of proof shall be on the party who
claims the existence of such an event.
In light of the above, considering the application of above indicated events, whether force
majeure, hardship or an event provided under Article (11) of the Defense Law in order to avoid
a lawsuit of a breach of contract, requires the existence of the conditions for each event which
must be decided in light of the relevant circumstances to each sector, the respective contract
is related thereto, and in case parties in a contract were not able to reach an agreement in this
regard, the competent court will resolve the dispute, in order to apply the legal repercussions
for each event.
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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