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Cabinet Endorsers 14 Bills, By-laws
to Reform Judiciary
AMMAN - The Cabinet, on April 17, Justice Minister Awad Mashagbeh noted
approved 14 draft laws and by-laws to that King Abdullah ordered the formation
improve the performance of the judiciary. of the panel following his 6th Discussion
Paper «Rule of Law and Civil State».
The new pieces of legislation were
drafted to enhance the judiciary’s role in Mashagbeh said that the laws endorsed by
the promotion of the rule of law in a way the Cabinet ensure protecting the rights
that ensures transparency in decision- of citizens, including limiting detention,
making and quick litigation, improves while the suggested provisions include
the Kingdom’s business environment and community service as an alternative to
enhances the rights of citizens, the Jordan jail sentences.
News Agency, Petra, reported.
1. A bill amending the Judicial Independence
Law, aimed at achieving financial
These bills, which the Council of Ministers
independence for the Judicial Council, so
endorsed and decided to send to the
as to guarantee it would meet its needs,
Lower House, came in implementation of
through allocating an independent annual
recommendations of the Royal Committee
budget for it and separating it from the
for Developing the Judiciary and Enhancing
Justice Ministry.
the Rule of Law.
The Committee, formed by His Majesty
King Abdullah in 2016, was mandated
with articulating a strategy to address
the challenges facing the judicial reform
process and improve legislation.
The Committee presented its findings to
the King in February, proposing changes
to 13 laws and the introduction of four new
bills and by-laws.
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The draft law stipulates establishing
a secretariat general for the Judicial
Council and tasking it with running its
affairs and budget.
The bill also aims at ensuring equal
opportunities to appointing judges and
their independence as they perform
their jobs, and enhance the judicial
inspection process.
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2. A bill amending the Judicial Execution 4. A draft law amending the Civil Procedure
Law, which aims at facilitating
Law, aimed at facilitating litigation
procedures in enforcing and updating
through streamlining the judicial
rulings in civil lawsuits.
procedures followed in civil courts.
The bill is meant to cancel several
It also grants the judge tasked with
procedures that prolong litigation,
enforcing rulings the power to order the
without affecting the rights of litigants
seizure of mobile and immobile assets
to a just trial.
before the end of the period set in the
execution notice in cases where debtors
can evade the implementation of court 5. A bill amending the Jordan Bar
Association Law, under which a
rulings and to limit obstacles that may
record shall be made for attorneys
hinder execution procedures.
who are members of the Association
and reside outside the Kingdom.
The law vests in the Execution
Department the power to save data
The amendments oblige lawyers to
related to judgement enforcement
identify their wages in their lawsuits in
suits on electronic means, where
written contracts with clients, risking
hard copies extracted from electronic
legal accountability if they fail to
devices have the same power as the
abide by this rule, which was added to
original documents after having the
achieve transparency and protect rights,
department’s seal and the specialized
according to Petra’s report.
employee’s signature.
3. A draft law amending the Criminal
Procedure Law, which grants the court
the power to hold successive hearings
at short intervals and out of the official
working hours to guarantee swift
rulings in lawsuits and impose penalties
on litigants who use malicious methods
to prolong procedures.

The bill also grants the committee
supervising the association’s elections
the power to re-run the president and
council members elections for a second
round at a later date, rather than in the
same election session as the case is in
the existing law.

6. A bill amending the Criminal Court Law,
Under the draft law, modern
aimed at achieving justice and expediting
technologies can be used in all
criminal suits through banning filing
judicial procedures to help speed up
personal actions with the court.
reaching final rulings. It also stipulates
The bill stipulates that filing civil
alternatives to imprisonment, such as
lawsuits ensuing from the crimes to
community service, It also includes the
be heard by the Criminal Court at the
power to add specialized courtrooms to
relevant civil courts.
look into cybercrimes.
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7. A draft law amending the State Lawsuit
Under the bill, no civil case can be filed
Management; under this bill, the Civil
with the Cassation Court if the total
Attorney General and his assistants
claim involved is less than JD10,000,
will be responsible for running an
instead of JD5,000 under the law
independent department at the Justice
currently in effect.
Ministry that guarantees quick rulings
in civil lawsuits related to the Treasury 12. A draft by-law amending the existing
and other public departments.
regulation governing the work of
notaries public. The suggested piece
8. The Cabinet also endorsed a draft law
of legislation stipulates the criteria to
amending the Mediation Law for settling
accept veteran judges and lawyers to
civil disputes, which aims at accrediting
serve as specialized notaries.
mediation procedures followed by
private mediators and allows retrieving 13. A draft by-law to streamline the courts’
paid fees partially or wholly.
resort to experts in the cases under
examination. The regulation details
9. A draft law amending the Evidence
the criteria for selection and financial
Law, aimed at deploying modern
compensation.
technologies to serve the litigation
process to modernize legal services.
14. A draft by-law amending the by-law on
the Jordan Judicial Institute, allowing
The bill also aims at granting litigants
the agency to attract top achievers in
in civil lawsuits the right to file
local law schools to complete their
written testimonies and it endorses fax
studies there.
messages, telexes, emails and similar
Source: The Jordan Times Website
modern tools as exhibits.
10. The Magistrate Courts by-law for 2017,
which is aimed at easing the litigation,
expanding the jurisdiction of these
courts and revisiting the contestation
process related to them.
11. A draft law amending the Formation
of Civil Courts, aimed at regulating
the specialties of judges and allowing
expansion in specialized courtrooms
within the first-instance and appeal
courts in Amman, in addition to
ensuring swift litigation, especially in
lawsuits that have a direct impact on
investment and economy.
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Jordan Joins the PCT
AMMAN – The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan deposited, on March
9, 2017, its instrument of accession to the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). The said
Treaty will enter into force, with respect to Jordan, on June 9, 2017.
The accession of Jordan to the PCT would benefit both local and foreign applicants,
which would contribute to the increase of patent applications submitted to the Industrial
Property Protection Directorate (IPPD), affiliate of the Ministry of Industry and Trade.
Any PCT application filed on or after June 9, 2017 will automatically include the
designation of Jordan; and the Jordanian nationals and residents will be able to submit
international patent applications through the Jordanian Patent Office in Jordan IPPD.
Source: Agip.com
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Dubai Economy Resolves 92,000
Consumer Complaints
DUBAI - Sami Al Qamzi, Director-General of
Dubai Department of Economic Development
has emphasized the role of the Commercial
Compliance
and
Consumer
Protection
(CCCP) division in promoting the emirate
as a competitive business hub, adding that
the sector has contributed significantly to
educating traders, as well as consumers, about
their respective rights and responsibilities
while establishing itself as the competent
authority to deal with consumer complaints
and commercial disputes.
“The CCCP sector supports doing business in
a competitive and sustainable environment.
The sector promotes fair trade practices in
Dubai by educating consumers, retailers and
sellers about their rights and responsibilities,
helping consumers resolve disputes with
merchants, eliminating negative trade
practices and regulating commercial activities
in accordance with the principles of law,”
said Al Qamzi as Dubai Economy celebrates
its 25th anniversary.
“Our efforts contribute to improving
customer satisfaction and sustaining trade in
Dubai in line with the government’s strategy
to upgrade services in the emirate” said Al
Qamzi as Dubai Economy celebrates its
25th anniversary.
The CCCP through the ‘Be Right: Know
Your Consumer Rights’ campaign seeks to
raise consumer rights awareness and receive
complaints from consumers. The sector has
successfully resolved more than 92,000
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complaints since the launch of the campaign
in 2010,” Al Qamzi added.
Mohammed Ali Rashed Lootah, CEO of
CCCP, remarked: “We work to strengthen
compliance with commercial laws and to
protect consumer rights ensuring that they are
all linked to clear policies and guidelines that
improve ease of doing business as directed by
the government.
The major focus areas for CCCP are
developing and consolidating relations
between the merchant and the consumer,
enhancing customer service quality, promoting
economic development partnerships with the
business community, and strengthening the
trade and retail sector, which is of critical
importance to Dubai. We launch innovative
initiatives regularly to achieve higher levels of
consumer awareness and organized business
activity, as well as sustainable development
in Dubai,” he added.
An online Intellectual Property (IP) Gateway
was also launched by CCCP as part of its
fight against counterfeiting and trademark
violations. The first of its kind in the world, the
IP Gateway allows for registering complaints
on trademark infringement, opening IP case
files and receiving reports on action taken, all
electronically. CCCP is credited with seizing
the highest number of counterfeit goods in the
Middle East region between 2014 and 2016 a
total of 168.9 million counterfeit items, worth
more than AED 2.37 billion.

Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
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EPO Grants Record Number of
European Patents in 2016
Brussels/Munich - Due to effective
measures to improve its productivity, the
European Patent Office (EPO) published
96000 granted patents in 2016, which is
40% more than in 2015 and a new high
mark in its history.
The EPO also recorded an unprecedented
level of patent filings in 2016, reaching
over 296000, a rise of 6.2% (2015: 279
000). A press release by the Office stated
that the figure is an indicator of the
growing demand for patent protection
from businesses worldwide. In addition,
the EPO received nearly 160000 European
patent applications (files for which
applicants have actually requested a
European patent at the EPO), on a par with
the record number reached the year before.
The EPO’s 2016 Annual Report confirms
the positive trend in patent applications
over the past five years, while the levelling
off in 2016 corrects an exceptional spike in
applications from the US in 2015.
Applications from EPO states at high level
Innovating businesses from all over the
world continued to file large numbers of
European patent applications, with nearly
half of all of them originating from the
EPO’s 38 member states. There was
8
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strong growth again in applications from
China (+24.8%) and from the Republic of
Korea (+6.5%), with Chinese applications
exceeding ones from the Republic of
Korea for the first time. Applications from
Japan declined slightly (-1.9%), continuing
the trend of the past few years. Patent
applications from the US had enjoyed an
unusual surge in 2015 (at 42 597) due to
the one-off effect of a change in US patent
law (America Invents Act of 2013), but
have now normalized (back down -5.9%)
at 40 076, which is still 9.3% up on 2014
(at 36 668).
The five countries of origin with the largest
numbers of European patent applications
were the US, Germany, Japan, France and
Switzerland (Fig.: Origin of applications).
“The 2016 results confirm Europe’s
attractiveness as a leading global
marketplace for innovation,” said
EPO President Benoît Battistelli. “In a
rapidly changing political and economic
landscape, companies from around the
world have kept up their demand for
patent protection in Europe. While we
see impressive growth in applications
from Asia, European companies maintain
their role as drivers of innovation and
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economic growth in their home market,
and are proving their resilience in the
face of unsettled economic conditions.
“He added: “We have responded to this
sustained strong demand for patents by
significantly increasing our performance
yet again, whilst maintaining best quality
standards. These results clearly show that
the reforms introduced at the EPO in the
past five years are effective and reflect the
needs of the European economy.”
Despite high patent application volumes
originating from other economic regions,
the balance in the flow of applications
between Asian countries, Europe and
the US remains positive for European
companies, which is further proof of
Europe’s innovative potential.
Belgium and Italy post strongest growth
Marked differences in patenting activity
among European countries were also
visible in 2016 (Fig.: Top 50 countries for
applications). Among the larger European
economies with higher volumes, Belgium
led the board, posting growth of 7%
over 2015. Patent applications from Italy
(+4.5%) also grew further.

Among countries with lower application
volumes, there was a strong increase
from Turkey (+11.6%), Portugal (+8.5%)
and Ireland (+8.1%). The EPO received
fewer patent applications from the Nordic
states, namely Iceland (-17.8%), Finland
(-8.8%), Sweden (-7.4%), and Denmark
(-2.8%), with the exception of Norway,
which showed growth of 1.8%.
Per capita ranking: Swiss again
patent champions
Europe’s potential in terms of innovation
and technology is also highlighted by the
number of European patent applications
filed relative to a country’s population.
Switzerland again topped the ranking in
2016, with 892 applications per million
inhabitants. Second and third place went to
the Netherlands (405) and Sweden (360),
followed by Denmark (334) and Finland
(331). The first non-European country was
again Japan in ninth place (166), which
was above the EU average of 122.
Philips heads EPO company ranking
Philips filed the most patent applications
at the EPO in 2016, the second year
running. Huawei was the new No. 2
(moving up from 11th in just three years),
followed by Samsung, LG and United
Technologies. The top 10 was made up of
four companies from Europe, three from
the US, two from the Republic of Korea
and one from China.

Other countries including Austria (+2.6%),
Spain (+2.6%), Switzerland (+2.5%) and
the UK (+1.8%) also showed increases.
Applications from Germany, Europe’s
biggest filer, also grew modestly (+1.1%),
reversing the downward trend of the
previous three years.
Robert Bosch No.1 for European
patents granted
Patent applications from France (-2.5%) Robert Bosch again headed the list of
dropped, after increases in 2015. The companies obtaining the largest number
Netherlands (-3.6%) also declined, of European patents in 2016, followed by
following growth of 4% the previous year. LG and Samsung. Among the ten biggest
9
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patentees, five were from Europe, two This illustrates Europe’s balanced patent
from the US, two from the Republic of portfolio, with innovation spread over
Korea and one from China.
many fields and not concentrated in just a
few areas of technology. Transport is the
Small entities significant players
field with the biggest share of applications
A breakdown by category of applicants originating from Europe; Measurement
requesting services from the EPO in 2016 and organic chemicals are the second and
shows that while 66% of them were large third strongest sectors in that respect.
companies (down by 3 percentage points
EPO performance up again in 2016
over the previous year), 34% were smaller
Thanks to the effects of the reforms put in
entities (comprising SMEs and individual
place in recent years, the EPO has for the
inventors as well as universities and public
second year in a row increased its productivity
research institutes). The result for smaller
and achieved significantly higher production
entities climbed 3 points and means they
in 2016. The number of products delivered
represent a significant proportion of
by the EPO’s patent examiners grew by
applicants at the EPO. European SMEs are
8.5% to reach a record total of 396 000
well represented among them: two-thirds
completed patentability searches, substantive
(67%) of the applications filed by SMEs
examinations and also oppositions. Over the
and individual inventors originate from the
past two years, the EPO reduced by 25%
EPO’s 38 member states.
its stock of search/examination/oppositions
(2014: 19.5 months; 2016: 14.7 months
Most patents filed in medical technology,
of activity). This enhances transparency
strongest growth in electrical machinery
on pending patent applications and thus
and transport.
provides greater legal certainty for innovating
companies and the public alike.
Medical technology remains the field with
the greatest number of patent applications As a consequence of these improvements,
(despite a slight drop of -2.1% in 2016), the EPO was also able to publish almost
again followed by Digital communication 96000 granted patents, an increase of 40%
and Computer technology. The strongest over 2015, and the highest number in the
growth (of the top ten fields) was in history of the EPO. The increase was also
Electrical
machinery/apparatus/energy partly due to new working practices of
(+5.1%), followed by Transport (+3.6%) expediting grants on applications which are
and Computer technology (+2.9%).
already in good order at an early stage.
Europe leads in 9 of 10 biggest
technology fields
In 2016, European companies led in nine of
the ten largest technology sectors in terms
of patent applications filed, overtaking
US companies in medical technology and
remaining behind the US only in computers.
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To ensure that the high quality of the
EPO’s work also rises with the greater
efficiency of the grant procedure, the EPO
routinely collects user feedback. The results
demonstrate that there is a high level of
satisfaction with EPO products and services.
Source: AGIP New Agency
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Updated ICANN Procedure for
Handling WHOIS Conflicts with
Privacy Laws Now Available
LOS ANGELES - The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN)
today published the updated Procedure for Handling WHOIS Conflicts with Privacy
Laws (WHOIS Procedure), which is effective immediately.
According to ICANN, the WHOIS Procedure has been revised to incorporate an alternative
trigger to invoke the WHOIS Procedure. The current trigger in the WHOIS Procedure
allows a registry operator or ICANN-accredited registrar to invoke the procedure if
the contracted party is in receipt of a notification of an action that its compliance with
WHOIS obligations is prevented by local laws. With the additional trigger, a registry
operator or ICANN-accredited registrar may now also invoke the WHOIS Procedure
by providing ICANN with a written statement from the applicable government agency
responsible for enforcing its data privacy laws and indicating that a WHOIS obligation
in an ICANN contract conflicts with such applicable national law.
The modification to the WHOIS Procedure is based on input from the community and
the work of an Implementation Advisory Group (IAG), which was tasked with reviewing
possible changes to the WHOIS Procedure and providing the Generic Names Supporting
Organization (GNSO) with recommendations to facilitate resolution of issues where
WHOIS requirements conflict with applicable laws.
In May 2016, the IAG submitted its final report and recommendation to the GNSO
Council. In February 2017, the GNSO Council passed a resolution adopting IAG’s
recommendation and confirmed that the modification to the WHOIS Procedure does not
change the intent of the original GNSO policy recommendations.
Source: AGIP New Agency
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