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Talal Abu Ghazaleh-Confucius Institute:
The Institute was established in September 2008
to introduce the Chinese language and culture, as
well as achieving a greater mutual understanding
between the Arab and Chinese cultures. This unique
initiative is based on the cooperation agreement
between Talal Abu-Ghazakeh Organization and
Confucius Institute in China. The Institute has
been named after the great intellectual, mentor
and philosopher, Confucius, whose ideas had
influenced China and other regions around the
world for over 2,000 years.
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TAG-Confucius Institute is the first institute accredited by the Chinese Government to teach Chinese
language in Jordan.
TAG-Confucius Institute is holding a new course to teach the basics of the Chinese language
for beginners:
A. Threshold Level for Adults: starting 15/10/2017
Schedule: Sunday and Tuesday from 6:00 – 8:00 pm
B. Threshold Level for Kids: starting 14/10/2017
Schedule of the course: Saturday from 3:00- 4:30 pm
And Wednesday from 4:00-5:30 pm
* All Chinese Language teachers are from China specialized in teaching Chinese language for foreigners and
accredited by the Confucius Institute in China.

Abu-Ghazaleh and UN World Tourism Organization Sign Partnership, First International
Smart Tourism Center to be Established

CHENGDU, China – The Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org) and the World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO), the United Nations agency responsible for the promotion of responsible,
sustainable and universally accessible tourism have signed a Memorandum of Understanding. The
partnership agreement will result in the establishment of the first International Smart Tourism Center.
According to the MoU signed in Chengdu, China, on the occasion of the UNWTO 22nd General
Assembly, by Mr. Taleb Rifai, UNWTO Secretary-General and Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, TAGOrg Chairman and Special Ambassador for the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for
Development 2017, the two parties will promote and foster the role of tourism in the achievement
of the Sustainable Developments Goals (SDGs) through innovation and technology. This joint
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action, which includes the creation of an International Smart Tourism Center, will help to make
tourism destinations “smarter” thus contributing to make them more competitive and sustainable
and establishing a common vision on technology and innovation for smart tourism.
In addition this partnership will help raising awareness among all tourism stakeholders in the public and
private sector, as well as among civil society, of the need to develop, implement and use innovative
technological solutions to reap the full potential of smart solutions for a sustainable tourism development. .
Upon signing the MoU. Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh said: «Having UNWTO as a partner in such a challenge
is a great privilege and we are excited to start working on this unique idea of the International Smart
Tourism Center with full force for the benefit of this important and vital sector. UNWTO under the
leadership of Mr. Taleb Rifai has made many positive advances and I thank him for all his effort and
futuristic vision for a better world.»
Mr. Rifai said: «We are extremely pleased to see this partnership coming to life. Making the most of
innovation and technology to build a more competitive and
Sustainable tourism sector is one of the priorities of UNWTO. We are privileged to partner with the
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization
Headquartered in Amman and hosted by Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, the Center will be
headed by Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh as chair and will have a Board of Directors which includes high-profile
individuals, Special Ambassadors of the International Year of Sustainable Development 2017 and
experts in the field of tourism. Mr. Taleb Rifai will act as honorary chair.
Senator Abu-Ghazaleh has chaired more than 14 UN taskforces and initiatives. He was Vice Chair
of the UN Global Compact as well as member of several UN programs under Secretary-General
Kofi Anan and Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon mandates. Most recently he was appointed Special
Ambassador of the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development and member of the
United Nations Social Impact Fund High Level Advisory Board (UNSIF-HLAB).
TAG-Confucius Institute Chairs the Joint Conference of Asian Confucius Institutes along the
Belt and Road in Thailand
BANGKOK – Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Confucius
Institute, represented by the Executive Director of
the Institute Mr. Mamoun Abu Al Sebaa, Chaired the
panel for the Joint Conference of Asian Confucius
Institutes along the «Belt and Road», held in Bangkok
September 9th - 10th sponsored by the Confucius
Institute Headquarters (Hanban) and co-organized
by the Confucius Institute at Bansomdejchaopraya
Rajabhat University, Thailand.
The conference was attended by representatives from 77 Confucius institutes and 14 Confucius
Classrooms from 30 Asian countries as well as some school representatives of Chinese cooperative
institutions. Participating representatives held in-depth discussions on various issues including the “Belt
and Road”, the development of the Confucius Institute and the establishment of a team of local teachers.
At the Closing Ceremony, Mr. Abu Al Sebaa delivered a speech to all the delegates in which he
highlighted the successful experience of TAG-CI in running schools.
«It is the vision of HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh that helped spread the Chinese language and culture
2

TAG-Confucius Newsletter
Issue 17 - October 2017

in Jordan and we have more plans to expand our services and work side by side with the Chinese
Government to implement the Belt & Road Initiative,» he stated. He also summarized the panel
discussion which covered topics including the Belt and Road Initiative, the Development of the Confucius
Institute, Internal Quality Building and Characteristic Development of the Confucius Institute and the
construction of a team of Local Chinese Teachers.
TAG-Confucius Institute Teachers Attend the 2nd Chinese Language Teaching Seminar in Jordan

AMMAN - The 2nd Chinese Language Teaching Seminar sponsored by the Chinese Embassy in
Jordan was held at Philadelphia University and , attended by the Cultural Counselor of the Chinese
Embassy to Jordan Mr. Yang Ronghao.
Eighteen Chinese teachers from TAG-Confucius Institute, the University of Jordan, Confucius
Institute at Philadelphia University, Yarmouk University, Islamic Educational College and Marshrek
International School participated in the seminar.
The discussion centered around the practice of teaching the Chinese language in Jordan in the context
of problems encountered in teaching, the experience, techniques and intercultural communication.
The Chinese Director of TAG-Confucius Institute Ms. Yang Songfang presented TAG-Confucius›
role in “The Belt and Road” construction, including the provision of a language teaching, culture,
information and human resource services.
In his concluding remarks, Mr. Ronghao encouraged teachers to uphold a sense of honor, sense of
responsibility, sense of mission, and to promote activeness, enthusiasm and creativity in teaching, broaden
their horizons and act as the messengers of educational and cultural exchanges between China and Jordan.
TAG-Confucius Institute Participates in Zaha Cultural Festival

AMMAN- Under the Patronage of HRH Princess Sana Asem, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Confucius Institute
(TAG-Confucius), the official testing center for China›s HSK examinations (Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi),
participated in the annual festival of the Zaha Cultural Center.
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Representatives from several embassies and institutes took part in the event which presented a host of
activities aimed at youth and families.
TAG-Confucius booth proved to be a popular station among students who enjoyed learning more
about the Chinese language and culture.
TAG-Confucius held several exciting activities including Chinese calligraphy, traditional Chinese
costumes and Chinese tea ceremony.
During that event, TAG-Confucius teachers briefed the attendees on the services, activities and
scholarships granted by the Institute to students as well as the student summer camps organized by the
Institute in China.
For the Second Consecutive Year
TAG-Confucius, Hanban and Shenyang Normal University Organize ‹Educators Delegation
to China› Program

AMMAN- Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Confucius Institute (TAG-Confucius), the official testing
center for China’s HSK examinations (Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi), in cooperation with Confucius
Institute Headquarters (Hanban) and Shenyang Normal University organized the “Educators
Delegation to China” program for the second year running with the participation of a number
of Jordanian private school principals.
“Educators Delegation to China” is a two-week program organized by Hanban which hosts
university presidents, school principals, and those who play a significant role in developing
education in order to provide them with knowledge about the Chinese language and culture,
and the opportunity to benefit from the Chinese education experience through workshops,
training courses, and field visits.
The Shenyang Vice President Li Tiejun received and welcomed the Jordanian delegation in
the presence of International Education Faculty Dean Mr. Zang Wai, expressing his pride of
the partnership between the University and TAG-Confucius and highly commended the efforts
exerted by HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh to enhance relations and cooperation between the two
parties, affirming that many of the TAG-Institute students were awarded scholarships to study
at Shenyang University.
He also commended the visit of the Vice Premier of the People’s Republic of China Dr. Liu
Yandong to HE Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh.
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For her part, TAG-Confucius Manager Assistant and Head of the Jordanian delegation Ms.
Randa Al-Yabroudi, expressed her appreciation to the University for the invaluable program
which serves the Jordanian educational organizations as it contributes in spreading advanced
teaching methods in China as well as the Chinese culture and language.
Al-Yabroudi, stressed that Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization through TAG-Confucius aims for
more cooperation with the University stating «We feel proud that HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh is
the first Jordanian who was honored with the “China-Arab Friendship Outstanding Contribution
Award” from the President of the People›s Republic of China, HE Xi Jinping in 2016.»
TAG-Org Organizes Introductory Session for Canton Fair at TAG-Confucius

AMMAN - Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org), The global organization for professional
services and education organized through Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Confucius Institute (TAGConfucius) and TAG Visa-Chinese Center in cooperation with Chinese Foreign Trade Center
(CFCT) an introductory session for the 121 round of China Import and Export Fair (Canton Fair).
The session aimed at giving an introduction about the Fair’s three stages which starts on October
15 and continues to November 4, 2017.
It’s worth mentioning that the session was organized in cooperation with TAG-Org for the first
time as the CFCT has selected the Organization to cooperate with due to the Center’s strong
relations with the Organization and its experience through TAG-Confucius, Visa Center and
other joint projects.
The session was held with the participation of the Fair organizers through online video calls, where
the attendees submitted their inquires related to registration, how to get an official invitation to
attend the event, and the mechanism to get a visa to China.
Canton Fair is one of the largest and oldest trade fairs in China, where the first round was organized
in 1957. The Fair is located in Guǎngzhōu city in Guǎngdōng State Southern China and it attracts
thousands of visitors worldwide and is hosted by China’s Ministry of Commerce.
For any inquiries about the Fair, please call (5100600), contact TAG-Confucius or TAG VisaChinese Center.
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