TAG-Confucius Newsletter | Issue 34 - March 2019
Talal Abu Ghazaleh-Confucius Institute:
The Institute was established in September 2008
to introduce the Chinese language and culture, as
well as achieving a greater mutual understanding
between the Arab and Chinese cultures. This

IN THIS ISSUE:
TAG-Confucius Institute is holding a new
course to teach the basics of the Chinese
language for beginners

unique initiative is based on the cooperation

TAG-Confucius Institute Participates in the Cultural
Day of High School Academy

agreement between Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global

TAG-Confucius organizes Chinese Corner Club

and Confucius Institute in China. The Institute has
and philosopher, Confucius, whose ideas had

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Confucius Institute facilitates
granting scholarship to students of Chinese language
to Confucius Institute Headquarters

influenced China and other regions around the

Chinese Tea Culture

been named after the great intellectual, mentor

world for over 2,000 years.

For inquiries please contact us
Tel: +962 - 6 5100600 | Fax: +962 - 6 5100606
website: www.tagconfucius.com | Email: ralyabroudi@tagconfucius.com

TAG-Confucius Newsletter
Issue 34 - March 2019

TAG-Confucius Institute is the first institute accredited by the Chinese Government to teach Chinese
language in Jordan.
TAG-Confucius Institute is holding a new course to teach the basics of the Chinese language
for beginners:
A. Threshold Level for Adults: starting 7/4/2019
Schedule: Sunday and Tuesday from 6:00 – 8:00 pm
B. Threshold Level for Kids: starting 6/4/2019
Schedule of the course: Saturday from 3:00- 4:30 pm
And Tuesday from 4:00-5:30 pm
*All Chinese language teachers are from China specialized in teaching Chinese language for
foreigners and accredited by the Confucius Institute in China.

TAG-Confucius Institute Participates in the Cultural Day of High School Academy
AMMAN - March 20, 2019 - Talal AbuGhazaleh Confucius Institute (TAG-Confucius),
participated in the Cultural Day celebrations held
by High Level School Academy.
The event included presentations by several Arab
and foreign countries presented by the students
of the Academy.
TAG-Confucius booth registering highest
popularity among students who were interested
in learning more about the Chinese language and
culture.
TAG-Confucius held several exciting activities
including Chinese calligraphy, traditional
Chinese costumes and Chinese tea habits and
practice using Chopstick.
Considering the importance of the Chinese
economy, culture and civilization, Professor Ms.
Yang SongFang invited all those interested in
studying the language to visit the institute, and
become familiar and benefit from the various
services offered.
Meanwhile, Dr. Majdi Al Dares, Principal of High level Academy, expressed his appreciation for the
Institute’s role in the success of the cultural day, as well as its role in teaching Chinese language and
spreading the culture and civilization.

1

TAG-Confucius Newsletter
Issue 34 - March 2019

TAG-Confucius organizes Chinese Corner Club

Chinese Corner is a regular activity held by TAG-Confucius Institute for all Chinese learners
and everyone who is interested in Chinese Language and culture, anyone can come to the
corner to meet people, practice Chinese Language and experience Chinese culture in a fun
and relaxed environment with Experienced Chinese teachers.
Chinese Corner also includes several activity such as Chinese language practice (listening,
speaking, reading, and writing) in different forms, tea ceremony, Chinese Calligraphy,
Chinese films, paper cutting and origami, Taiji and Chinese Songs.
This Kind of activity as part of the Institute’s strategy to introduce and spread
The Chinese culture, language and traditions among students.
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Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Confucius Institute facilitates granting scholarship to students of Chinese
language to Confucius Institute Headquarterss
For the purpose of cultivating qualified Chinese language teachers and facilitating the
promotion of Chinese language and culture, the Confucius Institute Headquarters (Hanban)
launches “Confucius Institute Scholarship” (CIS) to support outstanding students, scholars
and currently employed Chinese language teachers recommended by Confucius Institutes,
independently operated Confucius Classrooms as well as some HSK test centers (hereinafter
to be collectively referred to as “recommending institutions”) to study in Chinese universities
and colleges (hereinafter referred to as “host institutions”).
TAG-CI pays special attention to the teaching of the Chinese language in Jordan, noting that
the Chinese language is the most widely-spoken language in the world not only in China,
but also in South East Asia, North America and Europe.
In addition, the Chinese economy has been witnessing a fast growth as potentially the biggest
global market in the 21st century. More people around the world are fascinated by China’s
rapid technological development and economic growth; thus getting to realize the potential
benefits they can reap by learning about the Chinese culture and communication skills.
Chinese Tea Culture
Chinese tea culture refers to how tea is
prepared as well as the occasions when
people consume tea in China. Tea culture
in China differs from that in European
countries like Britain and other Asian
countries like Japan, Korea, Vietnam in
preparation, taste, and occasion when
it is consumed. Tea is still consumed
regularly, both on casual and formal
occasions. In addition to being a popular
beverage, it is used in traditional Chinese
medicine as well as in Chinese cuisine.
Tea Drinking Customs
There are several special circumstances in which tea is prepared and consumed in
Chinese culture.

A sign of respect
In traditional Chinese society, members of the younger generation show their respect to
members of the older generation by offering a cup of tea. Inviting their elders to restaurants
for tea is a traditional holiday activity. In the past, people of a lower social class served tea
to the upper class in society. Today, with the increasing liberalization of Chinese society, this
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rule and its connotations have become blurred. Sometimes parents may pour a cup of tea for
their children to show their care, or a boss may even pour tea for subordinates at restaurants
to promote their relationship; however, on formal occasions, the basic rule remains in effect.

Family gatherings
When sons and daughters leave home for work or marriage, they may spend less time with
their parents; therefore, going to restaurants and drinking tea becomes an important activity
to reestablish ties at family gatherings.
Every Sunday, Chinese restaurants are crowded with families, especially during the
holiday season, for this reason. This phenomenon reflects the function of tea in Chinese
family values.

To apologize
In Chinese culture, tea may be offered as part of a formal apology. For example, children
who have misbehaved may serve tea to their parents as a sign of regret and submission.
To show gratitude and celebrate weddings
In the traditional Chinese marriage ceremony, the bride and groom kneel in front of their respective
parents and serve them tea and then thank them, which is a devout way to express their gratitude
for being raised. On some occasions, the bride serves the groom’s family, and the groom serves
the bride’s family. This process symbolizes the joining together of the two families.

Modern Culture
In modern China, virtually every dwelling-even down to the simplest mud hut—has a set of
tea implements for brewing a cup of hot tea. They are symbols of welcome for visitors or
neighbors. Traditionally, a visitor to a Chinese home is expected to sit down and drink tea
while talking; visiting while remaining
Standing is considered uncouth. Folding the napkin in tea ceremonies is a traditional act in
China performed to keep away bad qi energy.
Tea was regarded as one of the seven daily necessities, the others being firewood, rice, oil,
salt, soy sauce, and vinegar. There are several types of tea: green tea, oolong tea, red tea,
black tea, white tea, yellow tea, puerh tea and flower tea. Traditionally, fresh tea leaves
are regularly turned over in a deep bowl. This process allows the leaves dry in a way that
preserves their full flavor, ready for use.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_tea_culture
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