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Talal Abu Ghazaleh-Confucius Institute:
The Institute was established in September 2008
to introduce the Chinese language and culture, as
well as achieving a greater mutual understanding
between the Arab and Chinese cultures. This unique
initiative is based on the cooperation agreement
between Talal Abu-Ghazakeh Organization and
Confucius Institute in China. The Institute has
been named after the great intellectual, mentor
and philosopher, Confucius, whose ideas had
influenced China and other regions around the
world for over 2,000 years.
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TAG-Confucius Institute is the first institute accredited by the Chinese Government to teach Chinese
language in Jordan.
TAG-Confucius Institute is holding a new course to teach the basics of the Chinese language
for beginners:
A. Threshold Level for Adults: starting 8/01/2018
Schedule: Monday and Wednesday from 6:00 – 8:00 pm
B. Threshold Level for Adults: starting 8/01/2018
Schedule: Monday and Wednesday from 10:00 – 12:00 am
C. Threshold Level for Kids: starting 06/01/2018
Schedule of the course: Saturday from 3:00- 4:30 pm
And Wednesday from 4:00-5:30 pm
*All Chinese language teachers are from China specialized in teaching Chinese language for foreigners and
accredited by the Confucius Institute in China.

Abu-Ghazaleh Receives Individual Performance Excellence Award from Confucius Institute
Headquarters/China

XI’AN, China - Confucius Institute Headquarters/Hanban presented HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh,
head of the TAG-Confucius Institute, with the Individual Performance Excellence Award.
The Award was presented to Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh in recognition of his outstanding and invaluable
service to the Confucius Institute and his role in enhancing Sino-Arab relations in all fields in
addition to his efforts in achieving the goals of the “Belt and Road” initiative launched in 2013 by
Chinese President HE Mr. Xi Jinping. This initiative is considered to be a development strategy
that builds cooperation among countries mainly between China and Eurasian countries; it refers
to the Silk Road Economic Belt and the Maritime Silk Road.
The Award was handed by Vice Premier of the People’s Republic of China Dr. Liu Yandong to Mr. Luay
Abu-Ghazaleh, chairman of TAG-Confucius and Vice President of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization
at the opening ceremony of the 12th Confucius Institute Conference which was held in Xi’an, China.
Confucius Institutes are educational non-profit entities established in cooperation between China
and foreign countries which aim at meeting the needs of Chinese language learners from all
around the world, enhancing educational and cultural exchange between China and other states
and developing friendship between them as well as furthering multi-culture development.
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TAG-Confucius Institute Participates in the 12th Global Confucius Institute Conference in
Xi’an, China

Xi’an, China: Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Confucius Institute participated in the 12th Global Confucius
Institute Conference which was held in Xi’an, capital of northwest China’s Shaanxi Province
December 12 – 13, 2017.
Nearly 2,500 delegates, including university presidents from over 140 countries and regions,
attended the conference with the theme, (Cooperation, innovation and building a community
with a shared future for mankind.) The conference focused on improving management of the
institutes, as well as developing creativity in courses and cultural programs.
Centering on “The Development of Confucius Institute and the Establishment of a Community with a
Shared Future for Mankind”, a conference forum was set up for the first time, and a total of 15 forums
were carried out among university presidents and Confucius Institute directors from China and abroad.
Mr. Mamoun Abu Al-Sebaa’ Executive Director of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Confucius Institute,
delivered a speech on the Directors’ Forum about “Building Partnerships between Confucius
Institutes, Business and Public Organizations”.
“We are proud at TAG-Confucius Institute to be the first private organization, represented by
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, to have partnership with Confucius Institute Headquarters/
Hanban and with Shenyang Normal University as its Chinese partner university” said Mr. Abu
Al-Sebaa’. “TAG-Confucius Institute was established in September 2008 to promote Chinese
language and culture in Jordan and it’s the first official Chinese language center and the first
Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) center in Jordan”.
He added that TAG-Confucius Institute becomes the destination for people and companies
seeking to be engaged with the Chinese business world and it builds bridges between Jordan and
China through education, special events and cultural and business exchanges. TAG-CI promotes
Hanban’s Scholarships program and facilitates the students, scholars and Chinese language
teachers pursuing their studies in relevant universities in China. Besides, it organizes China-visit
programs for students and educators and it conducts Chinese Business Courses for TAG-Org
employees, Jordan Chamber of Commerce, Jordan Engineers Association, Ministry of Tourism,
and for the local society.
TAG-CI organizes introductory sessions for China Import and Export Fair (Canton Fair) in cooperation
with Chinese Foreign Trade Center (CFTC) to give an introduction about the Fair’s three stages.
It’s worth mentioning that China - Confucius Institute Headquarters/Hanban presented HE Dr.
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, head of the TAG-Confucius Institute, with the Individual Performance
Excellence Award at the opening ceremony of the 12th Confucius Institute Conference.
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TAG - Confucius Participates in Al Mashrek International Schools Celebrations of Chinese
Cultural Day
AMMAN - Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Confucius
Institute (TAG-Confucius) participated in the
Chinese Cultural Day celebrations held by Al
Mashrek Kindergarten International School.
The participation of the Institute comes as
a result of being the first official institute
accredited by the Chinese Government and
Confucius Institute Headquarters/Hanban in China to teach Chinese language, conduct the
Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) and promote cultural exchanges between China and Jordan.
More than 100 children, under the teachers’ guidance, experienced Chinese cultural activities
including coloring Chinese national flag, playing fun Chinese games, learning to use chopsticks,
learning Taiji boxing and trying on traditional Chinese costumes.
Al Mashrek Schools teachers extended sincere gratitude to TAG-Confucius Institute for their
support during this cultural event and hoped there would be further cooperation with TAGConfucius Institute in the future.

TAG-Confucius Institute Promotes Chinese Language and Culture at Al-Bayan School
AMMAN - TAG-Confucius Institute held
two promotion sessions on Chinese language
and culture for secondary school students and
primary school students respectively at AlBayan School. More than 100 students and
teachers attended the promotion sessions.
Director of TAG-Confucius Institute Mamoun
Abu Al-Sebaa’ gave a brief introduction
onTalal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization and TAGConfucius Institute and encouraged students
to learn Chinese because China’s rapid development in economy, industry and technology will
bring more opportunities to foreign people who speak Chinese.
Chinese Director of TAG-Confucius Institute Yang Songfang talked the importance of the
Chinese language in the world today in terms of the number of Chinese language speakers,
China’s development, over 5000 years of civilization, and the mystery of the Chinese language
itself. Then she briefed the key programs of Confucius Institute Headquarters/Hanban in China
and focused on the introduction to summer camp to China, Confucius Institute scholarships and
Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK). After that Yang Songfang presented many beautiful pictures on
Chinese language teaching and cultural events held by TAG-Confucius Institute.
The sessions aimed at giving students an opportunity to increase their knowledge of Chinese
language and culture, and attract more people to learn Chinese to promote cultural exchange
between China and Jordan.
3

TAG-Confucius Newsletter
Issue 19 - January 2018

Abu-Ghazaleh Patronizes Launch of “Ahlam Al Orchieda” by Dalinda Al-Hassan

AMMAN – HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh patronized
the launching ceremony of “Ahlam Al Orchieda”
novel (Dreams of Orchid) by Dalinda Al-Hassan;
organized by Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge
Forum (TAGKF) as part of its cultural program
“In Hosting a Book”.
During the ceremony, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh praised the author and the efforts of “Al-Aan Publishers
and Distributors” for their interests in youth creativity, their cultural role and expertise in the
distribution field.
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh recalled stories of his childhood, affirming that Palestinians will never give up
their land or their commitment to their cause, calling on the youth to make every effort to fulfill
their ambitions and aspirations.
During the panel discussion, moderated by General Manager of Al-Aan Publishers and Distributors
Author Ja’far Oqaily and with the participation of Critic and Academician Dr. Maha Qasrawi,
Researcher Mustafa Khashman and Graduate Student Nuha (Sheiwy Shuang shein) from China,
Qasrawi affirmed: “The novel reveals the fragility and weakness of reality which motivates some
youths to look for a way off their society to fulfill their ambitions and other youths to look for a
treatment for their psychological, social and physical diseases abroad.”
“The Orchid is the climax and the resolution. It grows everywhere and can survive and bloom
wherever it is.” she stated.
For his part, Researcher Al-Khashman read an extract from the novel. He observed that the
Orchid represents Palestine, the rock in the middle of the hill is the Arab world and the ship is the
English dream to seize that world. He also pointed out that the novel begins with a political theme
and then changes to a subjective approach that follows the good and bad stages of Shereen’s life.
“Most of the novel elements are completed. The narration shows the talent and the education of the
author. She masters describing the small events and hidden details as if she collects these small things
to draw a bigger picture that allow the reader a space to imagine the scene and beyond”, he added.
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Chinese Student Nuha (Sheiwy Shuang shein) said: “She sees that the Orchid is not only a
symbol of ancient Chinese culture and philosophy but also an implied painful historical story of
the Levant during colonial days.”
“The mix of the standard Arabic and Jordanian colloquial language in the narration makes the
literature more tangible and vivid for the next generation. In addition, the story maintains a number
of stories and legends popular in the Levant and China as a model of the cultural rapprochement”
she added.
Author Dalinda Al-Hassan thanked Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh for his patronage of her first literary work.
She also referred to the importance of this work not only because it is her first, but also because
it represents a part of her life that is similar to the Orchid’s life since it calls us to reconcile
ourselves, have hope and overcome challenges.
She also read an extract of her novel that narrates a memory of her life. It reads: “May peace be
upon Jabal Al-Weibdeh, bare branches in the harsh winter and sad memories. What a scented cold
breeze, a pure light, a beautiful sun hiding behind the snowy clouds. It is snow, the feather of the
pure sky that ends up on the graves for the dead people to scatter to awaken our sleepy souls. It
is the door of their memory …”
Xi’an, the Starting Point of the “Silk Road”

Xi’an is more than 3,000 years old and was known as Chang’an in ancient times. For 1,000
years, the city was the capital for 13 dynasties, and a total of 73 emperors ruled here. Xi’an is
the undisputed root of Chinese civilization having served as the capital city for the Zhou, Qin,
Han, Sui and Tang dynasties. With so much history within the ground the city lies upon, it is no
wonder that there are so many historical ruins, museums and cultural relics to be found here. It
was already influencing the world outside of the Great Wall of China as the eastern terminus of
the Silk Road. Here traders from far and wide brought goods and ideas for sale and took goods
and ideas back with them to their native countries. In present day, Xi’an not much of its former
glory remains within the city confines, due to the constant warfare and political changes that
swept China particularly throughout the 20th Century. Today the city has a pleasant cosmopolitan
flair to it and it is worth visiting for the famed Terracotta Warriors alone. You can also visit the
Bell Tower, City Wall of Xi’an, Wolong Temple, Grand Mosque and more than 10 museums. It
has often been said that, “if you have not been to Xi’an, you have not been to China!”
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