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Services Needed and Provided by AGIP
During the Crisis
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property
(AGIP) has implemented a comprehensive business continuity plan
to maintain operations as usual; providing a wide range of high
quality and timely IP services to all our clients including:
Anti-Counterfeiting Program
With the growth of Internet usage and E-commerce, the number
of counterfeit trademarks and marketing of counterfeit goods on
websites increase. Hence, trademark owners would bear two losses;
first, their inability to sell their original products in favor of the
counterfeit products, and loss of goodwill for having a low-quality
counterfeit product similar to the original trademark owner’s
product. Therefore, monitoring and stopping such infringement,
and holding infringers accountable become a necessity.
Through its wide and long experience in Intellectual Property
Rights (IPRs) protection and its trend towards adopting rapidly
developing information and communication technologies, AbuGhazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP) provides trademark owners
with the needed assistance to monitor e-commerce sites, social
media channels and all other websites, to stop any infringement.
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Phishing Detection and Reporting
Impersonators send fake, phishing and spoof emails
in the name of a certain firm, asking for personal or
financial information. During a crisis, such type of
e-mails increases, that is why it is very important to
monitor them and reporting to the relevant authorities
to stop them.
Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property works hand
in hand with its clients to stop the misleading
impersonation attacks that harm the reputation of
firms and may lead to financial losses.
Global Trademark Watch Service
To notify our clients if anyone tries to file an identical
or similar trademark. It is now offered globally not
only in the Arab region as before.
Patent Search (such as FTO, equivalent and
applicant searches)
In Q4-2020, pharmaceutical companies will re-shift
their expenditure to R&D, and most probably will
develop more interest in this service.
Pharma-Watch
Monitoring possibly infringing generic pharmaceutical
products, and notifying originator companies of the
infringement. It can be considered as a form of patent
enforcement (pre-litigation).
IP Portfolio Management
To have a centralized contact with big clients, who
acts as their representative in our firm to make sure
all going per the client’s plan, and notify the client
of any important issues to take action on.
Brand Protection
Similar to IP Portfolio Management but mainly for
litigation issues.
Product Certification and Labeling
A new service we started offering from Dubai, for
products owners who are interested in marketing
their products in the Gulf area mainly.
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Jordan: Deadline Extensions for Various IP Transactions
AMMAN – The Registrar of Trademarks, Patents and Industrial Designs at the Industrial
Property Protection Directorate (IPPD), Ministry of Industry and Trade in Jordan decided to
provide extension to legal deadlines for some Intellectual Property (IP) transactions as follows:
•

Completion of the filing procedures or responses related to grant, registration, change or
extension and payment of publication or renewal fees; in addition to priorities and receiving
original certified documents related to trademarks, patents (local and international) and
industrial designs and models for two months starting May 31, 2020.

• Extension period of patent applications filed during the lockdown entered into force starting
May 31, 2020.
• Fines for delay of patents due for renewal during the period (March 18 - May 30) will not
be issued. An extension period of two months has been granted, starting May 31, 2020.
• Priority right will be extended in conformity with the afore-mentioned extensions, adding
a two-month period to the priority date as appropriate.
• Legal periods for litigation that were suspended on March 18, 2020 started on May 31, 2020,
bearing in mind that the legal periods falling between these two dates have not been calculated
within the granted legal periods. Attorney will be duly notified of the date of sessions.
• Original applications and documents shall be retained, until duly claimed by the registrar.
For more information, please contact AGIP Jordan office at jordan@agip.com
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Publication Period Extended in Jordan
AMMAN – Following the resumption of its operations,
Jordan Trademark Office (JTMO) announced that the 2-month
lockdown imposed in Jordan in the wake of COVID-19
outbreak shall not be counted for publications as no opposition
was possible during the lockdown.
JTMO declared that all publications time frames falling
during the lockdown will count starting from May 26,
2020, considering that the lockdown period is not part of
the publication period.
For more information, please contact our office in Jordan
at jordan@agip.com
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Syria Grants an Exceptional Grace Period
for Deadlines Falling During Lockdown
DAMASCUS – The Ministry of Internal Trade and Consumer
Protection in Syria issued the decision No 1418 granting an
exceptional grace period of (15) days starting June 17, 2020 to
file renewal applications, oppositions, responses to office actions,
supplementing documents, and pay belated fees of registrations
which fell due during the period from March 22 to May 31, 2020.
The Ministry issued this decision as a result of IP work lockdown
at the Intellectual Property Office and other services in Syria due
to COVID-19 pandemic.
We assure our clients that our office in Syria has carried out all
necessary formalities to meet the deadlines as usual.
Should you have any query, please contact our Syria Office at
syria@agip.com
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«In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity» Albert Einstein
During the last century, several recessions have impacted the whole
world sharing similar devastating consequences but varying in their
magnitude. In 2008, the world was hit by an unprecedented global
financial crisis which was considered by many experts to have been the
most serious financial crisis since the Great Depression of the 1930s.
Economists have introduced several theories on how to approach and
overcome recessions, yet it is has long been believed that the most
effective practices can be categorized under four main categories:
Assistance Mode:
Where companies rely on government support, either financially or
through introducing new legislation which can pose new opportunities.
In fact, recently, over $2 trillion stimulus relief package during the
last 2 months were offered by the US government.
Attack Mode:
Some companies tend to focus on litigation to make up for their
revenue reduction. Such litigations can be based on infringement
and/or contract breaches. This similar to when MGA Entertainment
Inc. filed a copyright infringement against Mattel Inc., which ended
by Mattel being rewarded with a huge compensation back on 2008.
Also Apple Vs. VirnetX which ended in over $ 500 million paid by
apple, under what they called “Patent Troll”.
Transaction Mode:
Assignment, mortgage, franchise, licensing and Intellectual Property
(IP) Valuation to get in new funds and/or investors. In many cases, IP
licensing provide the main stream revenue, as in the case of Ericsson
who are getting almost $ 1 billion from licensing its patents.
Surprise Mode:
In this approach companies tend to invest more in R&D and focus
on innovation to create a need to its customers and consumers, and
offer an unprecedented value to its products. Similarly, HP was indeed
established during the Second World War back on 1939. Also IBM
introduced the first personal computer running the MS-DOS early
1980s where a recession hit the US during 1981-1983.
The most effective approach among all four is the last option, which
focuses on creating an innovative product, either by its function or
its design. Many examples can be given of such an approach, as in
Fortune Magazine (launched during the Great Recession), the iPod
(introduced just after September 11 events), Ketchup (1876), GE
Fluorescent Light Bulbs (1970) and many other examples. In fact,
many businesses were actually established during recession times, this
explains why almost half of the Fortune 500 companies were indeed
founded during recession years.
6 www.agip.com

Intellectual Property Rights (IPRS) is usually the answer to overcome recessions, it will definitely
help soothe the effects on your business. It is not necessary to have an invention to get the best of
IP, it could be a new branding (Trademark) to attract new customers, new designs for your products
by introducing creative shapes and different sizes, or even a trade secret as in a food recipe. It
could be also a different way of handling your IP portfolio, as some might consider IP revision,
such as; abandoning non-essential and costly IP rights, Cross Licensing, and Patent Pooling.
With Covid-19 affecting our businesses and life style, we don’t seem to know for how long, but
it will definitely have its mark and maybe for a long period of time. In these days, we need to
take action and consider the right approach to follow in an attempt to take advantage of these
difficult times, and no better approach than investing in your IPRs. Many believe that having
a difficult day is indeed an opportunity.
Despite the numerous crises that will hit our world, we will always be ready to plan a comeback.
This will not be the end of the world as we know it, this world is too precious for us, and this
will not be the last pandemic we have. On several occasions, humans succeeded in overcoming
previous challenges that threatened our existence, and today the COVID-19 threat is no different
, especially that this time we have the knowledge, science and technology to challenge it and
overcome its danger. We will be able to beat this virus, and no better way to do so other than IP,
which would be the result of extensive R&D until a cure is found and a vaccine is developed.

«To stay ahead, you must have your next idea waiting in the wings.»
Rosabeth Moss Kanter
By: Amro Hattab
Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP)
Executive Director - Jordan Office
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Publications

Second Updated
Version of

TAG-ICT
Dictionary
Issued

AMMAN - Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org) has issued the second updated
version of TAG-ICT Dictionary, after updating its input and inserting a new set of terms used
in daily life, due to the fact that past months witnessed the launch of a large number of
concepts, terms, technologies, application and protocols of communication.
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, TAG-Org chairman, said in the dictionary introduction that ICT
plays a signiﬁcant role in our life, and helps our society change into a Knowledge society.
He added that the contribution value of individuals or groups is measured by the contributions
produced by thought and innovation.
For example, it has been easy and necessary to teach the new generation throughout all stages,
using electronic means.
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh reiterated his intention to continue updating and developing the dictionaries issued by TAG-Org which are, in addition to TAG-ICT Dictionary: Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Intellectual Property Dictionary, TAG Dictionary of Legal Terms, TAG Accountancy and
Business Dictionary, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Dictionary of Patents and Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Collocations Dictionary.
He also explained that these publications aim at enriching the Arabic language references, and
contribute to knowledge dissemination amongst students and all business sectors, through
specialized scientiﬁc and professional publications.
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© TAGI-Digital Publishers
www.tag-publication.com
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