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AGIP Reduces Trademark Registration Fees in Syria
DAMASCUS - In the context of providing our clients with high quality
services coupled with competitive charges, Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual
Property (AGIP) has recently reduced its trademark charges in Syria.
As of June 22, 2020, the professional fees for trademark registration
provided by AGIP Office in Syria will be reduced covering filing,
publication and registration.
For comprehensive IP services in Syria or any inquiry, please contact AGIP
office in Syria at the following address:
Address: Trade Marks Agencies (Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property - TMP
Agents) Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Building - Kafersoseh Villas Organization
zone - The Southern Highway
P.O. Box: 31000 Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic
Telephone: +963 11 214 0160 +963 11 214 0161
Fax: +963 11 214 0162
Email: syria@agip.com
Contact: Mohammad Ammar Azmeh (Mr.)
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Syria Grants an Exceptional Grace
Period for Deadlines Falling During
Lockdown
DAMASCUS – The Ministry of Internal Trade
and Consumer Protection in Syria issued the
decision No 1418 granting an exceptional grace
period of (15) days starting June 17, 2020 to file
renewal applications, oppositions, responses to
office actions, supplementing documents, and pay
belated fees of registrations which fell due during
the period from March 22 to May 31, 2020.
The Ministry issued this decision as a result of IP
work lockdown at the Intellectual Property Office
and other services in Syria due to COVID-19
pandemic.
We assure our clients that our office in Syria has
carried out all necessary formalities to meet the
deadlines as usual.
Should you have any query, please contact our
Syria Office at syria@agip.com
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Saudi Arabia Increases VAT Rate to 15%
RIYADH - Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP) would like to
bring your kind attention towards the increase of VAT rate in Saudi Arabia
from 5% to 15% effective July 1, 2020.
As a result of this new regulation, professional charges of all Intellectual
Property related transactions and services in Saudi Arabia will be subject
to the new VAT rate.
We invite our clients to provide their filing, renewal and any other payment
related instructions before July 1, 2020 to avoid, as much as possible, such
additional fees of VAT on payments in 2020.
For more information, please contact AGIP office in Saudi Arabia at
ksa@agip.com
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USPTO Announces COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Program
for Certain TM and Service Mark Applications
VIRGINIA - The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) announced a new
COVID-19 prioritized examination program for certain trademark and service mark applications,
a press release by the Office stated.
Under this new program, the USPTO will accept petitions to advance the initial examination of
applications for marks used to identify qualifying COVID-19 medical products and services.
Additionally, the USPTO will waive the fee for such petitions.
“Inventors and entrepreneurs are working around the clock to develop products that will help
prevent, diagnose, treat, or cure COVID-19,” said Andrei Iancu, Under Secretary of Commerce
for Intellectual Property and Director of the USPTO. “Accelerating initial examination of COVID19-related trademark applications for these products, as well as service mark applications for
medical and medical research services, will help to bring important and possibly life-saving
treatments to market more quickly.”
To qualify for the new program, the application must cover a product that is subject to U.S.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval for use in the prevention and/or treatment
of COVID-19 or a medical or medical research service for the prevention and/or treatment
of COVID-19.
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Italy Opens its National Route for PCT Applications
ROME - The Italian Patent and Trademark Office confirmed that PCT applicants are
now able to obtain patent protection in Italy directly via an international PCT application,
starting July 1, 2020.
To obtain patent protection, there are different routes; either by filing a direct application in
each country of interest, filing a regional application which covers several countries, or filing a
PCT application which is then converted into individual applications in each country of interest.
The Patent and Trademark Office set a deadline for entering the national phase in Italy; 30
months from the filing date. Furthermore, the Italian translation of the entire specification
is required upon entry into the Italian national phase or within 2 months of entry.
Examination of the application will not start before 30 months from the filing or priority
date even if entry into the Italian national phase is started earlier. The applicant will be
informed of the beginning of examination and the deadline for filing a response to the
International Search Report and Written Opinion.
For more information, please contact us at europe@agip.com
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Publications

Second Updated
Version of

TAG-ICT
Dictionary
Issued

AMMAN - Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org) has issued the second updated
version of TAG-ICT Dictionary, after updating its input and inserting a new set of terms used
in daily life, due to the fact that past months witnessed the launch of a large number of
concepts, terms, technologies, application and protocols of communication.
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, TAG-Org chairman, said in the dictionary introduction that ICT
plays a signiﬁcant role in our life, and helps our society change into a Knowledge society.
He added that the contribution value of individuals or groups is measured by the contributions
produced by thought and innovation.
For example, it has been easy and necessary to teach the new generation throughout all stages,
using electronic means.
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh reiterated his intention to continue updating and developing the dictionaries issued by TAG-Org which are, in addition to TAG-ICT Dictionary: Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Intellectual Property Dictionary, TAG Dictionary of Legal Terms, TAG Accountancy and
Business Dictionary, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Dictionary of Patents and Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Collocations Dictionary.
He also explained that these publications aim at enriching the Arabic language references, and
contribute to knowledge dissemination amongst students and all business sectors, through
specialized scientiﬁc and professional publications.
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