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TAG-Legal Offers a

New Service for Its Clients in KSA
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) has
launched a new service to protect its
clients’ Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) in
conformity with the Saudi regulations and
relevant international conventions.

Microsoft Settles a $90 Million Lawsuit over Xbox
Nokia Unable to Avoid a $1.5 Billion Patent Dispute
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TAG-Legal Offers a

New Service for Its Clients in KSA

RIYADH - The Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal)
has launched a new service to protect its
clients’ Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) in
conformity with the Saudi regulations and
relevant international conventions.
The newly introduced service focuses on the
protection of the clients’ IPRs at the Saudi
borders in compliance with Article 51 of TRIPS
agreement.
Article 51 stipulates that: Members shall, in
conformity with the provisions set out below,
adopt procedures to enable a right holder,
who has valid grounds for suspecting that
the importation of counterfeit trademark or
pirated copyright goods may take place, to
lodge an application in writing with competent
authorities, administrative or judicial, for the
suspension by the customs authorities of the
release into free circulation of such goods.
Members may enable such an application to
be made in respect of goods which involve
other infringements of intellectual property
rights, provided that the requirements of this
Section are met. Members may also provide
for corresponding procedures concerning
the suspension by the customs authorities of
the release of infringing goods destined for
exportation from their territories”.

According to Mr. Maher Melhem, TAG-Legal/
Riyadh Office manager,this endeavor will be
an essential part of our services covering the
Saudi market.
“The Saudi Customs Department will inform
TAG-Legal offices in Saudi Arabia of any
suspected counterfeit products and the latter
will ascertain the proper legal protection of the
clients’ trademarks,” he said.
Mr. Melhem stated “Upon receiving the
approval of the client, TAG-Legal shall lodge
an application by recording a copy of the
clientís trademark certificate of registration
along with TAG-Legal Power of Attorney before
the Customs Department to be subsequently
circulated to all Customs’ borders of the
Kingdom”.
“If the imported products prove to be
counterfeit, the Customs Department will
suspend its release, in addition, the Department
shall accept TAG-Legal’s Power of Attorney if it
has been signed, notarized and legalized before
one year of its submission,”he said.
“There will be complete cooperation between
TAG-Legal and Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual
Property (AGIP) in implementing this new
service, “ he added.
For further details: Taglegal.ksa@tag-legal.com.
Source: ag-IP- News Agency
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Microsoft Settles a

$90 Million Lawsuit over Xbox
NEW YORK - Microsoft announced that it settled
a patent-infringement suit on March 13, 2009
in which a New York company was demanding
$90 million in royalties on the Xbox video game
system.
Financial terms were not disclosed, Microsoft
spokesman David Bowermaster stated, adding
that it was an “amicable agreement.” The
settlement cuts short a trial over the suit, filed
by PalTalk Holdings Inc.
“The parties have settled the case, and PalTalk
is quite pleased with the outcome,” Max Tribble,
a PalTalk lawyer said in a phone interview.
In opening statements on March 9, 2009, Tribble
said that “Halo” first-person shooter games and

the Xbox console on which they are played
infringe two patents for inventions developed
by MPath Interactive Inc. PalTalk bought the
patents for less than $200, 000, Microsoft›s
lawyer, David Pritikin, told the federal jury in
Marshall, Texas.
The trial centered on technology for ways to
control interactive applications over multiple
computers. MPath was “a pioneer in the
online video industry in the area of real-time,
multiplayer online games,” added Tribble.
Microsoft said it chose a different path in
developing the “Halo” game. It also challenged
the validity of the patents and the $90 million
that PalTalk was seeking.

Source: http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/business/403501_msftxbox13.html

4

Whirlpool Vs

?

LG

MICHIGAN - One of the world’s largest makers of appliances,
Whirlpool Corp., lost a ruling in its bid to block LG Electronics Inc.
from importing some of its refrigerators into the United States.
A judge with the U.S. International Trade Commission in Washington
said that Benton Harbor-based Whirlpool hadn’t proved that LG
infringed its patent related to the storage of ice through the appliance
doors. The judge’s findings are subject to review by the full six-member commission.
“This decision proves that LG Electronics is truly a leader in providing innovative appliances for
American consumers while promoting fair competition,” Y.H. Lee, president of LG Electronics Home
Appliance Co., said in a statement.
Source: Freep.com

TAG-Legal at the Future Role of
Quality Managers Course
AMMAN - The Quality
Control Officer at the
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Legal (TAG-Legal), Ms.
Dalal Jebril, took part
in the “Future Role of
Quality
Managers”
course held by the
Arab Knowledge and
Management Society (AKMS) on March 14, 2009
at the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh College of Business/
German-Jordanian University.A number of
quality managers and officials, in addition to
employees working in quality departments and
quality auditors from numerous local and Arab
companies participated in the course.
The course focused on the evolution of quality
managers’ role, diversity and changing roles
and responsibilities of quality managers, the
interaction of quality managers with top
management, internal employees, clients
and suppliers, technical challenges versus

operational challenges,
quality
assurance
versus conformity and
sustainability of any
institution
and
the
strategy of developing the
role of quality managers.
“The course highlighted
the importance of implementing quality
control management standards in all areas of
business especially during the current financial
crisis,” said Ms. Jebril.
This course is part of a series of tools presented
by AKMS within its training programs for 2009
which include various courses in administrative
subjects specifically in the field of quality
management, project management, human
resources administration, communication and
administrative skills for new managers and other
significant administrative courses.
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NOKIA
UNABLE TO AVOID

A $ 1.5 BILLION
PATENT DISPUTE
PENNSYLVANIA - Nokia, the world’s largest cellphone
maker, has lost a legal battle to avoid defending itself
at the US International Trade Commission (ITC) against
a patent-infringement lawsuit by InterDigital.

dispute, rather than proceeding against Nokia at the
ITC. Nokia claimed that the technologies at issue were
covered in earlier contracts that stipulated arbitration
to resolve conflicts.

InterDigital has received more than $1.5 billion
from its wireless patents and has issued licenses for
technology used in Apple’s iPhone and Research In
Motionís BlackBerry devices.

The decision, issued by Judge Deborah Batts also
denied Nokia’s request that the Southern District
court itself rule on the patent-infringement case.

The company has gone to court to sign up the
biggest cell phone makers by sales, such as Nokia and
Samsung Electronics, which agreed to pay InterDigital
$400 million in November, 2008, a decision by the ITC.
The ITC has the power to ban imports of products
containing infringing technologies.
In a little-noticed decision on March 5, 2009, a US
judge in the Southern District of New York denied
Nokiaís request to force InterDigital to arbitrate its

A Nokia spokeswoman said the company was
“reviewing the decision and considering its options.”
InterDigital did not immediately respond to messages
seeking comment.
The ITC case against Nokia, which involves the same
judge and four of the same patents as in the Samsung
case, is set for an evidentiary hearing in May and an
initial ruling in August.

Source: http://blogs.wsj.com

Shisha Smoking Banned in Dubai
DUBAI - The Dubai Municipality (DM) has banned the smoking of Shisha
(hubble bubble) in parks, beaches and recreation areas of the Emirate.
Khaleej Times reported that the civic body was planning to impose a ban
or a regulation against Shisha smoking in parks and beaches in a bid to
protect public health. The move comes out of Dubai Municipality’s interest
to protect public health and improve the quality of life in line with the
Dubai Strategic Plan 2007-2015.
DM officials said the move was an extension of the existing smoking
regulations introduced by the civic body in May 2007. Furthermore, in
June 2008, the DM put a ban on the sale of cigarettes and other tobacco
products to youths under 20 years of age.
Dubai Municipality launched regulations against smoking in 2007
starting from shopping malls extending to public sport clubs, restaurants,
cafeterias, hotels, hotel apartments etc.
Source: Zawya
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International Trademark Applications
Reach High Record in 2008
GENEVA - The number of international trademark
applications reached a new record of 42,075
in 2008 despite the global economic crisis, the
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
announced on March 10, 2009.
The overall growth rate of trademark applications
was 5.3% in 2008, but the filing activity was
stronger in the first half of the year than in the
second half, mirroring a slowdown in global
economic conditions, the UN agency said in a
statement.
Applicants from Germany topped the list of
filers for the 16th consecutive year, followed by
applicants in France, the United States of America,
the European Community, Switzerland, Italy,

Benelux, China, Japan and Austria. According
to WIPO, China remained the most designated
country in international trademark applications
followed by the Russian Federation, reflecting
sustained interest by foreign companies in
trading in those countries.
International trademark applications are filed
through the 84-member Madrid system, which
was established in 1891 and administered by
WIPO. According to WIPO, the continued growth
in the use of the Madrid system underlines the
pivotal importance of trademarks to business,
particularly within challenging economic times.
Source:www.chinaview.cn

European Union and China Hold
High-Level Forum on IPRs Protection
BRUSSELS - Officials from China and the European Union (EU)
held a forum in Brussels where they tackled the protection of
Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs), vowing further cooperation
and dialogue in this area.
Chong Quan, assistant minister of the Ministry of Commerce of
China, provided a brief about China’s efforts in recent years and
achievements made in IPRs protection.
“In the framework of its national strategy on Intellectual Property,
China is accelerating its efforts toward improving the protection
of Intellectual Property and the enforcement of IPRs,” he stated.
In a three-year period, China enacted action plans to protect
IPRs, implementing 717 specific measures in 10 areas, including
legislation, law enforcement, services, publicity and education.
China aspires to strengthen the bonds of cooperation with the European Union, in order for both parties to
assist each other in overcoming the challenges arising from the latest global financial crisis and creating a
good environment for trade and economic development.
The current EU-China IPRs protection project, known as the EU-China IPR2 project, was launched in 2007
by the Chinese government and the European Commission, aimed at improving the effectiveness of IPRs
enforcement in China.
Source: Xinhuanet
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Article of the Month

INTRODUCTION
TO INTERNET CRIMES
By Ms. Deema Abu- Zuleikha

As a way of raising awareness on the increasing internet crimes and violations, we are presenting you a
simplified study prepared by Ms. Deema Abu-Zuleikha, in a series of 3 issues, tackling upon the basic issues
and problems of the internet from a legal point of view.
The “Jurisdiction over cyber crimes” in general has been widely studied by many researchers during the last
decade aiming to organize relations between cyberspace “citizens”. Furthermore, there have been many
debates between those who want to organize this virtual world by drafting a separate set of laws, and
others who believe that there is no need for new or special rules to be applied to online disputes ended
with principles of law but nothing in specific to organize the jurisdiction but the national laws.
In our case (jurisdiction over cyber IP disputes) we are facing a developed stage of legal complicity, because
of the simple reason that we are dealing with disputes that are not well organized yet in the “real world”
and still have obstacles to apply when it is a real issue and should be considered in the light of internet IP
“protected” rights.
Therefore Iíll start with some introduction to the Internet as the base of cyber crime and accordingly to
understand its relation with different “jurisdiction”, what the need of IP protection in the internet and who
is responsible for such protection which leads to the jurisdiction over cyber IP disputes.
The internet has become gradually the most important medium to transfer our works, which vary from
a simple letter and could be a protected IP work, both of them once stored in an electronic way become
easier to be copied and infringed than paper-based works -considering in this argument the modern
protection ways available to Internet users- the thing cause claims of rights and accordingly disputes that
vary from a simple claim to what is called “cyber-crimes” that, which lead to the consideration of many
factors as the fact of the Trans-National character of the disputes that might be an obstacle to settle the
dispute in the light of “where to go” Problem.
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This study is an explanation of the term“Internet”and
how does it work Trans-nationally, then I will
concentrate on cyber crimes and intellectual
property disputes in cyber space and the solution
of the jurisdiction as follows:
• Relation between internet and jurisdiction
• Cyber crimes and IP disputes
• Cyber jurisdiction

jurisdictions in the same time:
•

Electronic mail (e-mail). Permits you to send
and receive mail. Provides access to discussion
groups often called Listservs® after the software
they operate under.

•

Telnet or remote login. Permits your computer
to log onto another computer and use it as if
you were there.

•

FTP or File Transfer Protocol. Allows your
computer to rapidly retrieve complex files intact
from a remote computer and view or save them
on your computer. 2
Gopher. An early, text-only method for accessing
internet documents. Gopher has been almost
entirely subsumed in the World Wide Web, but
you may still find gopher documents linked to
in web pages.
The World Wide Web (WWW or “the Web”). The
largest, fastest growing activity on the Internet. 3

So what is the Internet?
Understanding Internet is a very important start to
understand the "jurisdiction” over it, the jurisdiction
over online disputes and accordingly disputes
related to cyber IP crimes.

•
Internet is a medium that connects everywhere in
the Globe, which emerged because of the massive
development of technology, whereby we no
more find borders-problems to send and receive
information without feeling the borders. It has
become easier because of the internet to share
information, trade, publish and to use the many
facilities that are not yet countable without the
control of any national jurisdiction. For example,
American companies are using the internet as a
powerful medium to offer their shares in Tunisian
or Indian companies to the public in England, sales
transactions can take place in any place in the
world.1
Computers on the Internet may use one or all of
the following Internet services bearing in mind
that such transactions might take place in several

1 See Rodney D. Ryder\ Guide to cyber laws \First edition
2001\ Jain book agency\ New Delhe-India

•

What is the relation between the internet and the
jurisdiction?
Generally speaking, Jurisdiction over disputes
historically have been based on territorial principles,
for example if a person exists within a country, the
criminal rules of this country would be applicable to
that person, therefore he would not be considered
guilty unless he committed a crime under this

2 See Rodney D. Ryder\ Guide to cyber laws \First edition
2001\ Jain book agency\ New Delhe-India
3 See Rodney D. Ryder\ Guide to cyber laws \First edition 2001\ Jain book agency\ New Delhe-India

9

country’s laws and accordingly the country has
jurisdiction over any crime made by this person
within its territory. The internet has increasingly
diminished the significance of physical location of
the parties because transactions in cyberspace are
not geographically based. Moreover the internet
alerts the power balance between distributor and
consumer because consumers now have instant
access to enormous amounts of information and
highly sophisticated analytical tools. This affects
the basis on which courts have analyzed the ability
of consumers to make enforceable choices of law. 4
As said before, Internet continues to impose
complex jurisdictional issues for international
courts that several Internet based transactions (as
e-mail, Web Hosting, downloads and e-commerce
orders) usually cross multiple jurisdictional borders.
Because of that, internet-use creates the potential
for worldwide contact and accordingly a complex
jurisdictional issue. The internet has major impact
questions of jurisdiction, especially if the Internet-

4 See Rodney D. Ryder\ Guide to cyber laws \First edition 2001\ Jain book agency\ New Delhe-India

based contact is merely “incidental” or amounts to
“purposeful availment” of a jurisdiction’s laws.
All bases for assertion of jurisdiction, whether for
inter-state or international internet activity, are
rooted in a few basic principles under which a
state may assert that its jurisdiction is applicable to
particular people, transactions or communications.
Usually, when an act is committed in one state
which constitutes a crime in the territory of another,
it becomes unclear which state has the jurisdiction
and whether the Jurisdiction is based on the
locus of the injurious effect, regardless of where
the act or omission occurred. Or should we apply
the principles of “territoriality” and “nationality”
instead?5
This would be my approach in the next few pages
after concentrating on the most familiar internet
based crimes and some of intellectual property
disputes over the internet with some real cases and
lawsuits in the United States and Europe.

5 See Rodney D. Ryder\ Guide to cyber laws \First edition 2001\ Jain book agency\ New Delhe-India

Legal Expert of the Month

Mr. Fadi Obeidat

Mr. Fadi Obeidat is a PhD holder in Private and Commercial Law.
He attained his LL.B in Law from Mu’tah University in Jordan, and
his LL.M in Law Studies from the Arab Institute for Research and
Studies- Egypt.
He is a member of the Jordan Bar Association (JBA) and Jordan
Banking Association.
Mr. Obeidat has a senior experience of more than 15 years in all
legal aspects as well as numerous national and international courses in law, banking, and
financing. Mr. Obeidat is currently TAG-Legal’s legal counsel in Jeddah Office in KSA.
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Where We Operate
General Administration

P.O. Box: 921100, Amman 11192, Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan
Telephone: (962-6) 5 100 900
Fax: (962-6) 5 100 901
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Street Address: Prince Shaker bin Zaid Street Shmeisani,
Amman, Jordan
Algeria, Algeria
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: taglegal.bahrain@tag-legal.com
Cairo, Egypt
Representatives:
Mr. Mohamed H. Abd El-Sadek
Mr. Bader EL-Dein Abdel khalek
Email: taglegal.egypt@tag-legal.com
Gaza Strip, Palestine
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Jeddah Office:
Representative: Fadi Obiedat
Email: taglegal.jeddah@tag-legal.com
Khobar Office:
Representative: Mr. Mohammed Sulieman
Email: taglegal.khobar@tag-legal.com  
Khartoum, Sudan
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Damascus, Syria
Email: taglegal.syria@tag-legal.com
Tunis, Tunisia
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Ankara, Turkey
Representative: Ms. Ozlem Meric
E-mail: taglegal.turkey@tag-legal.com
United Arab Emirates

Baghdad, Iraq
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Amman, Jordan
Representative: Ms. Hayja’a Abu Al-Hayja’a
Email: taglegal.jordan@tag-legal.com
Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: taglegal.kuwait@tag-legal.com
Beirut, Lebanon
Representative: Ms. Soha Al Masri
Email: taglegal.lebanon@tag-legal.com
Tripoli, Libya
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Casablanca, Morocco
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Muscat, Oman
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Karachi, Pakistan
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Doha, Qatar
Email: taglegal.qatar@tag-legal.com

Sharjah Office:
Representative: Mr. Rami Omar Abdellatif
Email: taglegal.uae@tag-legal.com
Abu Dhabi:
Representative: Mr. Moutaz Abdullat
Email: taglegal.abudhabi@tag-legal.com
West Bank, Palestine
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Sana’a, Yemen
Email: taglegal.yemen@tag-legal.com
China
Shanghai Office
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Beijing Office:
E-mail: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Edinburgh, UK
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Montréal, Canada
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Saudi Arabia
Riyadh Office:
Representative: Mr. Maher Melhem
Email: taglegal.ksa@tag-legal.com
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