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AIRO – The Afro-Asian Knowledge-Based Society
Initiative International Founders’ Conference was
held in Cairo, January 11-12, 2009, under the patronage of
Egyptian Prime Minister Ahmad Nazif.
The Conference was organized by both the Afro-Asian
Peoples’ Solidarity Organization (AAPSO) and the Arab
Knowledge and Management Society (AKMS) supported
by the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org).
Deputizing for Prime Minister Nazif, Dr. Tarek Kamel,
Minister of Communications and Information Technology,
inaugurated the event. Attending the Conference were Dr.
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, former United Nations SecretaryGeneral and chairman of Egypt’s National Council for
Human Rights (NCHR) as well as a number of Arab and
foreign ministers and ambassadors, representatives of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) and high-ranking officials from
African and Asian countries, in addition to AAPSO’s
committees and experts from AKMS and TAG-Org.
The purpose behind organizing and sponsoring this
Conference is to ensure that the peoples of Africa and Asia
can benefit from the information and communication
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Article of the Month: Copyright Laws
and Trade Industry in the Arab World
(Part II)
technology (ICT) revolution. It also emphasizes the crises
the Afro-Asian countries are facing in one way or another.
In addition, the event highlighted the fact that with all the
obstacles, risks and crises these continents face, they have
the right to be cornerstones in the global knowledge-based
society, with all of its developments.
The Conference also underscored the necessity to build
an Afro-Asian network to achieve a knowledge-based
economy and another network to exchange information
and assimilate the latest developments in the world of
knowledge.
Known for its concern over the welfare of the Afro-Asian
peoples, Egypt hosted this event at the Conference
Hall in Smart Village, a state-of-the-art economic and
technological premises.
Dr. Kamel expressed his appreciation for this event, which
practically translated the decisions taken by the African
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Summit Conference convened in Sharm El Sheikh last June.
This event is inspired by the strategic historic inauguration
speech delivered by President Hosni Mubarak, where he
emphasized the necessity of establishing cooperation
networks in economy, development and infrastructure
fields.
The Minister extended his thanks and appreciation to
the organizers and directed a special thanks to TAG-Org’s
chairman and CEO for their support and efforts in serving
the Arab and developing countries in Africa and Asia.
Speaking at the opening session were Dr. Boutros-Ghali,
Ahmed Hamrouch, AAPSO president, and representatives
from UNESCO, the International Telecommunication
Union and the World Trade Organization (WTO).
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, AKMS president, stressed that the
efforts exerted by AKMS in cooperation with TAG-Org
represent a serious commitment to achieve one of the

goals of the United Nations Global Compact in the field of
corporate social responsibility.
He also extended his thanks to all the concerned parties
and ministries in Egypt for their support and cooperation.

TAG-Org’s Annual Meeting Held in Cairo

C

AIRO – Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, chairman and CEO of
the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org),
inaugurated on January 10, 2009 the Organization’s
annual meeting, entitled “Our Professional Services in a
Changing Global Economy” in Cairo, Egypt.

He called on the participants, each according to his/her
experience, specialization and duties, to continue offering
TAG-Org’s top-quality professional services in compliance
with the ethics and standards applied by the Organization’s
71 offices.
“This Organization, with almost forty years of experience,
is proud to contribute to many economic and social
development programs in the Arab region with the
best utilization of information and communication
technology,” Abu-Ghazaleh stated.
He added that TAG-Org has a good reputation all
over the Arab region and the world, especially for its
remarkable achievements and activities.The two-day
event tackled issues related to various programs, plans
and administrative, financial and legal issues. Appropriate
decisions were made in this regard.

In his opening remarks, Abu-Ghazaleh highlighted the
consequences of the global financial crisis from all aspects,
urging attendees to be prepared for the coming economic
implications that may result from this crisis, which is
expected to last for 10 years or more.
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TAG-Org is a global institution with 71 offices and 180
correspondents worldwide, for all your business needs:
auditing, valuation, management consulting, ICT
development, business advisory, training, educational
consultancy, capital services, human resources
development, real estate consulting, translation, legal
service, intellectual property rights protection and domain
name registration.
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TAG-Org Opens Its Cairo Premises and Launches TAG-IPR TV

C

AIRO – Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, chairman and CEO of
the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org)
announced on January 11, 2009 the opening of its new
premises in Cairo at the Smart Village in October 6 City,
Egypt.

“The TV station will serve as an additional means for
acquiring information along with our popular online
news agency, Ag-IP-News, which provides comprehensive
updates and articles on IP-related issues around the
world,” he continued.

The announcement was made during the Afro-Asian
Knowledge-Based Society Initiative” International
Founders’ Conference, which that took place January 11-12
in Cairo.

TAG-IPR TV is a pioneering world satellite channel that
will run specialized programs to raise awareness on the
importance of protecting IP in the Arab region and the
world at large.

Nintendo Files Patent for Game That Plays
Itself

In addition, Abu-Ghazaleh announced the launch of the
first Intellectual Property (IP) satellite television station,
TAG-IPR TV, which will open a new window for serving
members of the media society interested in IP.
“The decision to launch this station arose from the need
to promote much-needed awareness on Intellectual
Property Rights issues and information about IP,” stated
Abu-Ghazaleh.
The new satellite channel, reporting in both Arabic
and English, will be a credible source of information
that satisfies the growing interest in issues relating to
Intellectual Property.
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January 10, 2009 (IP News Flash): Kotaku
points out a recent patent filed by Nintendo
which automates game play unless the user
specifically chooses to play a particular part
of the game. “The new system, described
in a patent filed by Nintendo creative
director Shigeru Miyamoto on June 30,
2008, but made public today, looks to solve
the issue of casual gamers losing interest
in a game before they complete it, while
still maintaining the interest of hardcore
gamers. The solution would turn a game
into a full-length cut scene of sorts, allowing
players to jump into and out of the action
whenever they wish. But when played this
way, gamers would not be able to save
their progress, maintaining the challenge
of completing a game without skipping or
cheating.

Legal News

INTA Offers Obama Administration Views on Future of Trademarks
Additionally, the need remains for current customs
statutes to be amended to facilitate the detention and
seizure of counterfeit products at ports of entry in the
United States.
Part of any success against counterfeiting will be the
negotiation and passage of the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade
Agreement (ACTA), which INTA strongly supports.

N

EW YORK, NY – The International Trademark
Association (INTA) released a letter to the Obama
Presidential Transition Team, which highlights the critical
issues that brand owners and consumers will face in 2009
and beyond, a press release by INTA stated on January 15,
2009.
“The protection of Intellectual Property Rights is
important for businesses and consumers in this country
and around the world. Our goal is to work with the Obama
Administration on establishing priorities and advancing
the solutions to problems that have the greatest effect
on brand owners and their customers,” INTA Executive
Director Alan Drewsen said.
The first of these priorities is the fight against counterfeiting,
which threatens the health and safety of consumers and
the financial stability of the companies whose products
are being counterfeited.
In its letter to the Transition Team, INTA underscored the
need to pass legislation that would fund the recently passed
PRO-IP legislation that creates an Intellectual Property
Enforcement Coordinator (IPEC) and authorizes improved
resources and enforcement tools for the Department of
Justice.
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Other items in INTA’s letter are the protection of the
integrity of the Internet as administered by ICANN under
a memorandum of understanding with the Commerce
Department; the continued advocacy by the US in
international and trade agreements for the accession
by non-member countries to the Madrid Protocol, which
facilitates the international registration of trademarks;
and the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks, which
harmonizes trademark office practice and procedure.
And lastly, INTA reiterated the importance of a financially
sound and efficient United States Patent and Trademark
Office because of its role in the growth and support of the
global economy. ag-IP-news

US Government
Strategy

Questions

ICANN

January 5, 2009 (IP News Flash): Plans to
offer hundreds of new web addresses as
alternatives to .com have been criticized
by the US government. The Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and
Numbers (ICANN), which oversees
Internet addresses, has floated plans for
the radical change to the existing system.
But the US Commerce Department has
questioned both the benefits and the
costs of such a scheme.
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ICANN Publishes 2008 Annual Report

M

ARINA DEL REY, CA – The Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) announced
in a press release that it has published its 2008 Annual
Report online on December 31, 2008.
The report covers in detail the organization’s achievements
and progress during 2008, including three major initiatives
undertaken by ICANN this year: the process for introducing
new generic top-level domains (gTLDs) to the Internet; the
introduction for the first time of internationalized domain
names (IDNs); and an extensive Improving Institutional
Confidence consultation, to enable the conclusion of
the Joint Project Agreement (JPA) with the United States
government in September 2009.
Reports from the chairs of ICANN’s Supporting
Organization and Advisory Organizations are included
alongside detailed rundowns of each department by the
organization’s staff.
Additionally, because it has been 10 years since ICANN’s
inception, a brief history about the organization, split into
its 33 international public meetings, is included, along with
a special memorial note to Jon Postel, one of the Internet’s
pioneers, from former ICANN chairman Vinton Cerf.
The report also includes:
• Biographical details on each member of the Board of
Directors
• Highlights of the organization’s strategic and
operating plans
• An in-depth look at the New Delhi, Paris and Cairo
meetings
• Messages from the CEO and chairman
• The audit report for ICANN, 2007-2008
• ICANN’s compensation practices and salary structures
for the corporate officers.
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“I am delighted to announce the release of our third annual
report,” said Peter Dengate Thrush, ICANN chairman of the
Board of Directors.
“In our tenth year, ICANN and its community have either
accomplished or made significant progress toward many
goals for the Domain Name System,” he added.
“The Internet is growing and evolving at an accelerating
pace. The next billion users will demand more innovative
products and services, access the Internet largely through
mobile devices and expect to be able to do so in their own
languages and scripts. ICANN’s efforts are geared towards
developing policies and technologies that will satisfy this
next-generation Internet,” he concluded. ag-IP-news

Petition to Fight Copyright Law Change in
New Zealand
January 5, 2009 (IP News Flash): A newly
launched organization is trying to persuade the
New Zealand government to scrap the delayed
change to copyright legislation that will
require ISPs to disconnect Internet users found
to be breaching copyright by downloading
music, movies and other material from illicit
sources. The Creative Freedom Foundation
says Section 92 of the Copyright Amendment
Act “assumes ‘Guilt Upon Accusation’ – cutting
off Internet connections and websites based
on accusations of copyright infringement,
without evidence or even a trial”.

Legal News

Microsoft Holds Top Patent Portfolio for 2008

R

EDMOND, WA – The Institute
of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers’ (IEEE) annual Patent
Scorecard, released in December
2008, gave Microsoft the top score
among all categories. This is the
second consecutive year Microsoft
has topped the list, a press release by
Microsoft stated on January 5, 2009.
IEEE’s Patent “Pipeline Power” ranking
takes a number of factors into account,
including the number of patents held,
year-over-year portfolio growth, the
variety of technologies influenced
and the number of times a company’s
patents are cited in the patent
applications of other inventors.
The resulting “Pipeline Power”
metric provides a weighted score of a
company’s influence on the innovation
ecosystem and is a strong indication
of the quality of the company’s patent
portfolio.
According to Chief Patent Counsel Bart
Eppenauer, who oversees Microsoft’s
patent portfolio, the company’s
evolving worldwide IP strategy is
the result of a global innovation
philosophy combined with a strong
commitment to Microsoft’s business
and technological priorities within
local markets and economies.
“As the company expands its R&D
facilities and efforts around the world,
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we have stepped up our efforts to
expand Microsoft’s patent portfolio
by increasing filings with the world’s

incentives for R&D investment and
creating economic opportunities,
which all gives back to those local
economies, both large and small,”
Eppenauer continued.

“We are continuously improving
our ability to better identify and
capture the innovation taking place
at Microsoft and the related IP in
alignment with Microsoft’s business
goals of investing in innovation to
improve people’s lives and provide
economic benefit to regions around
the world,” he added.

Delivering on that broader goal, he
says, includes coordinating thousands
of patent applications across dozens
of local patent offices. Microsoft’s
Patent Group oversees nearly 10,000
issued US patents, with more than
17,000 US patents pending, as well as
the growing portfolio of more than
30,000 issued and pending patents
filed internationally.

major patent offices,” Eppenauer
said.

“You can think of this as part of the
overall importance of IP to economic
development –IP plays a role by
protecting innovations, providing

As for what’s next, Eppenauer says the
patent team at Microsoft is focused
on a movement among patent
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offices worldwide to coordinate
examinations, create efficiency and
build a stronger global network for IP
protection.
“Over the past 10 years, there has been
a dramatic increase in the number of
patents filed, particularly in the top
five patent offices in the world, putting
a substantial burden on those offices
and creating a significant backlog,”
Eppenauer noted.
“Working together, we can find
ways for these offices to use cuttingedge technology to better share
information and coordinate the
examination process,” he stated.

Those efforts, he points out, have seen
significant progress in the past year,
including the formation of the IP5, a
new consortium of the world’s top
five patent offices in the US, Europe,
Japan, China and Korea.
The group announced in November
a new work-sharing agreement
including 10 projects to standardize IP
practices among the five offices.
“Microsoft is working hard to partner
with the Patent Offices of the IP5 to
share ideas and best practices, and to
help build a better environment for
innovation worldwide,” Eppenauer
commented.

“Ultimately, the strength of our
patent portfolio reflects Microsoft’s
commitment to both expanding the
boundaries of computer science and
protecting the value of IP in general
–not just for Microsoft, but for anyone
who creates and innovates,” he
concluded.
For more on Microsoft’s international
IP efforts, visit the Microsoft Legal
and Corporate Affairs home page. For
more information about Microsoft’s
IP Licensing activities and how
innovators,
entrepreneurs
and
companies of all sizes can gain access
to this portfolio, visit Microsoft IP
Licensing. ag-IP-news

P&G and Kraft Reach Settlement in Patent Infringement Lawsuit

C

INCINNATI – The Procter & Gamble
Company (P&G) announced in a
press release on January 16, 2009 that
they have reached a settlement with
Kraft Foods regarding P&G patents
to plastic packaging for roast and
ground coffee.
The settlement covers pending cases
related to this matter between P&G
and Kraft Foods. The patents protect
technology that has helped drive the
success of the Folgers coffee brand.
In August 2007, P&G filed suit against
Kraft Foods, alleging that Kraft Foods’
Maxwell House plastic container
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infringed P&G’s patents.
P&G and Kraft settled the dispute
amicably, but the financial terms and
details of this settlement will not be
disclosed.

In November 2008, P&G completed
the sale of its Folgers coffee business
to the J.M. Smucker Company. Three
billion times a day, P&G brands touch
the lives of people around the world.

“We are delighted by the terms of this
settlement and will not hesitate to do
what it takes to continue to protect
our Intellectual Property,” P&G Chief
Legal Officer Steve Jemison said.

The company has one of the strongest
portfolios of trusted, quality, leading
brands, including Pampers, Tide, Ariel,
Whisper and many others. ag-IP-news

Article of the Month

Copyright in the Arab World (Part II)
By Dr. Sylvain Massaad
In the first part of this article, we discussed copyright in
the Arab world as well as the types of rights and works
protected by most copyright laws in the same countries. In
this part, we will discuss copyright laws from an economic
perspective, examine industries that contribute to the
copyright business in these countries and trade losses
the Arab states suffer due to high piracy levels, as well as
review the legal tools that protect copyright.
According to the WIPO, copyright-based industries
are those engaged in the process of production and
commercialization of copyrighted works and other related
subject matters. In the Arab states, these industries can be
classified into four main categories:
1-The Core Copyright Industries are industries which
are wholly engaged in the creation, production and
manufacturing, performance, broadcast, communication
and exhibition or distribution and sales of works and other
protected subject matters. The main groups included
in this type of category are press and literature, motion
picture industry, musical productions (including theatrical
and operas), radio and television, software and databases,
visual graphic arts and photography and advertising
services.
2-The Interdependent Copyright Industries are industries
engaged in the production, manufacture and sale of
equipment whose main function is to facilitate the
creation, production or use of works and other protected
subject matters. The main products included in this
category are TV sets, radios, VCRs, CD players, DVD players
and electronic game equipment among others like
computer equipment, musical instruments, photographic
and cinematographic instruments, photocopiers, blank
recording material and paper.
3-The Partial Copyright Industries are industries in which
a portion of the activities is related to works and other
protected subject matters and may involve creation,
production and manufacturing, performance, broadcast,
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Copyright in the Arab World
(Part II)
By Dr. Sylvain Massaad

Dr. Sylvain Massaad is a Legal Advisor at TAGLegal. He
holds a Ph.D. in Law from the University of Poitiers France, and is currently pursuing an Executive MBA
at ESCP-EAP European School of Management

communication and exhibition or distribution and sales.
The main products and group of industries involved in
this category are clothing, textiles and footwear, jewelry,
coins and other crafts, furniture, household goods, wall
coverings and carpets, toys and games, architecture,
engineering and interior design.
4-The Non-Dedicated Support Industries are industries in
which a portion of the activities is related to facilitating
broadcast, communication, distribution or sales of works
and other protected subject matter, and whose activities
have not been included in the core copyright industries.
The main businesses involved in this category are general
wholesale and retailing, general transportation and
telephony and Internet.
Piracy levels and resulting trade losses are an alarming
issue in the Arab states. Most of these countries witness
a very high level of piracy in various fields of copyright.
The music industry in Egypt, for example, suffers from a
75% piracy level (2007), causing a US $15 million loss per
year. The total losses resulting from this piracy to the core
copyright industries in KSA were no less than US $145
million in 2007. The piracy level is stated to be 60% for
software industries in Jordan. As for Lebanon, trade losses
are thought to be around US $27 million per year.

Article of the Month
The aforesaid convention provides the basic elements of
protection to the copyrights holders, establishes formalityfree protection and defines the protected works and the
owners’ rights, as well as the limitations and the duration
of the protection. More recently, the accession to the WTO
requires adherence to the TRIPS agreement, which deals
with the trade-related aspects of intellectual property
rights. WIPO also adopted, at a Diplomatic Conference
held from December 2-20, 1996, two new treaties: the
WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) and the WIPO Performances
and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT).

The business software industry in Kuwait reports a 62%
piracy level, causing US $37 million of trade losses (2008).
This level is in harmony with the region’s piracy rate
(around 60%, and stable since 2006), except for Yemen,
whose level is 89%. This high level of piracy for the Middle
East costs the business software industry US $2.5 million
per year (compared to US $14 million per year in the AsiaPacific region for the same piracy level).
The growth of piracy levels in the Middle East is faster than
the growth of piracy levels worldwide. In the last six years,
while the level grew from 56 to 60% in our region, the
worldwide tendency only grew from 36 to 38%. It is also
worth noting that in some regions, such as the European
Union, the level of piracy decreased from 37 to 35%, while
the trade losses are constantly growing in all regions of
the world.
Protection of copyright (and related rights) in the Arab
world can be structured into three levels: legal protection,
enforcement actions and technical protection. In this
article, we will only discuss the international aspect of the
legal protection.
Legal protection is provided mainly by international treaties,
which are mandatory to the countries that are members
to these treaties. These countries usually amend their
local laws in order to integrate international obligations
in the copyright field. The major international instrument
in this regard is the Bern convention, to which most of
the Arab countries have adhered (183 countries in 2009).

US Removes Taiwan from IP Protection
Watch List
January 19, 2009 (Zawya): In 2001, the
Office of the US Trade Representative
(USTR) called Taiwan a “haven for
pirates”, but those days are now over.
Last week, Taiwan was removed from
the US government’s Special 301 Watch
List, which identifies countries that
are determined to provide little or no
protection for the intellectual property
rights of US companies. The decision to
take Taiwan off the watch list came after
a special review that began in April and
found that Taiwan had “strengthened
its enforcement, strengthened its laws
and demonstrated a commitment to
becoming a haven for innovation and
creativity,” USTR said. The US-Taiwan
Business Council, a trade and lobbying
group that represents American and
Taiwanese companies, welcomed the
news.

Legal Expert of the Month

Layali Al-Zoubi

L

ayali Al-Zoubi is one of our
distinguished staff members, whom
we would like to honor this month for
her ongoing efforts in pushing TAGLegal forward.

After graduating with a bachelor’s
degree in law from Yarmouk University in 2004, Al-Zoubi
joined the TAG-Legal team as an officer in the Legal Cases
Department. By the end of 2005, she joined our sister
company, AGIP, as a regional compliance officer for about
one year before rejoining TAG-Legal in 2006 as a legal
consultant in the Countries Desks Department, and she
has been flourishing in that position ever since.

During her experience with us, Al-Zoubi enrolled in
different courses and attended several seminars, such
as Fundamentals of Intellectual Asset Management and
Licensing, Practical Comprehensive Translation and the
WIPO DL 101 course.
She also attained the Arab Certified Intellectual Property
Practitioner (ACIPP) program certificate in Patents of
Inventions, Trade Secrets and Trademarks and Unfair
Competition.
Al-Zoubi’s invaluable contributions and consultancies
have always enriched our legal profile with innovative
and fresh information, emanating from her rich and
experienced legal background. We wish her all the best.
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