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Over 850 Cases

of Counterfeit Products in 2013
DOHA- The General Directorate of Customs
confiscated over 850 consignments of counterfeit
products in 2013, which included 679 cases of
commercial fraudulent and 162 violations related
to Intellectual Property Rights. These commercial
violations were in addition to the daily seizures
of banned products, local Arabic daily “Al Sharq”
reported.
According to the report, the amount of counterfeit
products worldwide in 2006 constituted nearly
10 percent of the global trade accounting
worth $800bn. The Arab countries constituted
approximately 6.5 percent of such an illegal trade
involving counterfeit products and other cases of
commercial violations.
The value of such illegal trade in the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) region is about $18bn,
and Saudi Arabia, given the size of its economy,
leads the region with $11bn worth of counterfeit
products sold in the oil-rich Gulf state.

Citing figures from the Ministry of Economy and
Trade, the cases of commercial fraudulent in Qatar
jumped 145 in 2011 from 30 in 2010. However, the
total number of commercial violations, including
counterfeit products and other commercial
fraudulent, in 2011 reached to 800, according to
the report.
Qatar has been striving to counter the trafficking
such illegal products. A three-day event titled
«Interpol Regional Program,» was held in Doha
March 9 - 11, to counter trafficking of fake and
counterfeit goods and crimes related to Intellectual
Property.
The seminar discussed several important topics,
including the ongoing battle against cybercrimes,
the regional and technological initiatives to face
the changing challenges, counterfeiting and
piracy, trademark counterfeiting and the methods
to distinguish between the original goods and their
mimics.
Source: The Peninsula
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OIC Secretary-General Addresses
Islamic Arbitration Forum
MAKKAH - The Secretary-General of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Iyad
Ameen Madani, has highlighted the importance
of arbitration as an acceptable alternative and safe
mechanism in conflict resolution and settlement in the
OIC system, given its adoption as a basis for conflict
resolution in many of the OIC’s conventions.
He made his remarks in a speech which was delivered
on his behalf at the Islamic Arbitration Forum held in
Makkah.
The speech also expressed the OIC’s welcome and
appreciation for efforts to establish the Islamic
Federation of Arbitration Centres in the OIC, and
recommended a merger with the International Islamic
Centre for Reconciliation and Arbitration (ICRA) as
the sole Islamic Centre for Sharia-compliant financing
in the Muslim world.
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ICRA was established by the Islamic Development
Bank, the General Council for Islamic Banks and
Financial Institutions and the State of the United Arab
Emirates.
The first Arbitration in the Muslim World Forum
which opened in Makkah , was organised by the
Umul Qura University in collaboration with the
Saudi Arbitration Group, chaired by HRH. Prince Dr.
Bandar Ibn Salman Ibn Muhammad Al-Saud, Adviser
to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, under
the patronage of Dr. Khaled Muhammad Al-Anqari,
Minister of Higher Education.
The Forum is aimed at diagnosing the situation of
arbitration systems and centres in the Muslim world
and contributing to the establishment of a unified
Islamic arbitration system.
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Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
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DUBAI- Putting a spotlight on counterfeit automotive
parts, leading UAE auto parts distributor A-MAP has
welcomed recent proposed amendments to an antifraud bill expected to come into effect next year as
suggested by the Federal National Council (FNC).
The proposed bill, which covers the whole country
and its free zones, has been lauded by Asad Badami,
managing director of A-MAP, which specializes
in the distribution of aftermarket automotive spare
parts, automotive batteries, tyres and lubricants, and
who believes fake parts put the lives of the UAE’s
road users in peril.
«We’re pleased to see the FNC addressing the issue
of fraud and counterfeiting with a firm stance. Fake
parts may be cheaper, but their safety and durability
are not tested, and fitting them could come at great
cost to everyone’s safety on the road, not just that of
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the driver. Counterfeit automotive parts could also
cause significant vehicle damage, as they are built to
vehicle specification, and could trigger breakdowns
or worse. They typically don’t last as long as genuine
parts and vehicle owners will have to replace them
much quicker,» Badami said.
The proposed legislation, which will replace a 35year old federal law, will put in place far greater
punishments for those who contravene it.
Overall more than AED 35 million in counterfeit
products were seized by the Abu Dhabi Department
of Economic Development (DED) in 2013, and a
recent study by the Brand Owners Protection Group
suggested that car parts could account for almost 70
percent of all fake goods in the UAE, based on market
value and volume.
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Source: Menafn

US Supreme Court Sets
Record for IP Caseload
WASHINGTON- In a sign of the growing
struggles that judges face applying old laws to
new technology, the US Supreme Court this year
is hearing the highest proportion of Intellectual
Property cases in its history.

David Kappos, who headed the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office from 2009 to 2013, said the court
was evolving the law to match evolving technology.
“They are choosing very wisely, I think, to do it
incrementally,” he said.

In the court’s nine-month term ending in June,
the justices will decide eight cases on Intellectual
Property issues: six on patent law, and two on
copyright law.

Companies differ over what type of patent
protections software products should receive. Some,
like Google Inc., favor looser protections, which
they see encouraging innovation and discouraging
patent trolls. International Business Machines
Corp, one of the largest holders of patents, prefers
that most software be patent eligible.

That makes 11.4 percent of the 70 oral arguments
the court is hearing this term, a marked uptick
from six cases, or 7.7 percent, the previous session,
according to a Reuters review of the cases. The court
heard three or four cases each of the previous three
terms, according to data compiled by a professor
at Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago-Kent
College of Law, and the court heard even fewer
in the previous decade: two or three per term. The
number of IP cases is the most in a single term since
the middle of the last century at a time when the
court is hearing fewer cases.

Frequently the focus is on reducing litigation.

However, the court is due to decide the potentially
broad question of when software can be patented. In
a copyright case, the court will weigh the fate of a
startup company that allows people to watch broadcast
television on computers and mobile devices.
Of the 23 IP cases decided from 2005 to 2013, a
total of 15, 12 of them patent cases, were decided
without a single dissenting vote, a Reuters review
of the rulings found.
Last term, for example, the court took the middle
ground when faced with the question of whether
human genes can be patented. On a unanimous vote,
the court prohibited patents for naturally occurring
human genes but allowed legal protections for
synthetically produced genetic material.
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Source: Daily Times

New gTLDs will Disrupt
Trademark Protection
Strategies – WIPO

GENEVA- The introduction of new generic top-level domains (gTLD) will be responsible for a disruption
in existing strategies for trademark protection on the web, according to the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO).
During 2012 companies and organizations submitted over 1,900 applications for 1,400 distinct new domain
names under the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers’ (ICANN) gTLD programme.
WIPO said in 2013 it received complaints from 109 countries relating to domain name disputes. Of these cases,
13 per cent were country code Top-Level Domains (ccTLDs) debates, up one per cent from the previous year.
“The top three areas of complainant activity in 2013 remained retail, fashion, and banking and finance,” the
WIPO said.
HumanIPO reported earlier this year ICANN had delegated more than 100 new generic top-level domains
(gTLDs) since the process began in October 2013, as it looks to increase the current 22 gTLDs to 1,400 at the
end of the process.
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Android App Pirates Plead Guilty
to Copyright Infringement
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Justice
Department makes its first ever conviction
against counterfeit mobile app distributors.
The men that ran the AppBucket Website
reportedly distributed more than one million
copyrighted apps. The US Department of
Justice has broken new ground when it
comes to prosecuting counterfeit mobile app
distributors. For the first time, the government
has convicted two men for illegally selling
copies of copyrighted apps.
The Justice Department announced that
Florida residents Nicholas Anthony Narbone,
26, and Thomas Allen Dye, 21, each pleaded
guilty to one count of conspiracy to commit
copyright infringement.

According to the Justice Department, they
distributed more than one million copies of
copyrighted apps, which were translated to
more than $700,000 in total retail value.
AppBucket was in service from August 2010
to August 2012, according to the Justice
Department. The agency shuttered the site in
August 2012, along with two other sites that
were allegedly pirating copyrighted mobile
apps. At the time, the FBI said it conducted
the sting by downloading thousands of copies
of popular copyrighted apps from the sites.

Narbone and Dye ran the AppBucket
website,whereas the site was specialized in Sentencing for Dye and Narbone is scheduled
for June and July, respectively -- they each
hawking popular counterfeit Android apps.
face a five-year maximum prison sentence.
Source: CNET
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Presidential Decree
on Establishing
New Courts
in Several Areas
DAMASCUS- Syria issued decree No. 64 for 2014
on establishing civil appeal courts, penal appeal
courts, and peace courts in Justice Departments in
several areas.
The decree stipulates for establishing civil appeal
and penal appeal courts in each of al-Sanamen and
Eza’a areas in Daraa province, a peace court in
Tartous province, and a peace court in Ashrafiyet
Sahnaya area in Damascus Countryside.
Source: Sana News Agency
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TAG-Org

Launches Talal
Abu-Ghazaleh
Collocations
Dictionary
TAG-Org Launches Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Collocations Dictionary
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org) has issued the Collocations Dictionary, the
sixth in a series of dictionaries launched and published by the group.
The book is prefaced by a word from TAG-Org’s Chairman, HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh,
who said the dictionary has come to “unveil the richness of our vivid language, Arabic.”
He gave examples of some Arabic collocations that raise the curious question of why such
combinations of words insist on coming together to give new meanings.
He said:"Collocations are indeed commonly used words so interlinked that they convey
together an accurate and beautiful meaning. Learning collocations will give the users immediate powers of expressions in Arabic and will further attach his ties with his native tongue as
part of “linguistic empowerment”.
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Where We Operate
General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Ankara, Turkey
E-mail: turkey@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Baghdad, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: yemen@tag-legal.com

Erbil, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: jeddah@tag-legal.com
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