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European Commission Launches
Copyright Licensing Initiative
BRUSSELS-The

European Commission has
launched an initiative called “Licenses for Europe”
aimed at promoting copyright licensees, as a next
step in maintaining traditional copyright in light of
new digital technologies.
“Europeans need content. Rich, vibrant online
content is a big part of that digital economy,” Neelie
Kroes, vice-president of the European Commission
responsible for the Digital Agenda, said in a speech
announcing the initiative in Brussels. “That’s
what ‘Licenses for Europe’ is about – helping you
capture all the benefits of a connected, competitive
continent. Ultimately, I want Europeans to enjoy
a wide choice of lawful digital content, wherever
they are, and for that content to be rewarded. So we
are launching this initiative to show that technology
and copyright can go together,” she said.
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She predicated the initiative on her past message to
the copyright industry that it must change to meet the
digital age, not the other way around.
The initiative struck a negative chord with knowledge
access advocates, particularly as the makeup of the
dialogue appears to be stacked with industry interests.
Through this initiative, the EU Commission shows
its contempt of the many citizens who participated
in defeating ACTA and are still mobilized against
repressive policies,” the group said, calling it an
“outrageous attempt to avoid copyright reform.
“New licensing approaches for protected content will
no doubt feature prominently in your discussions,”
Kroes said. “We do not prejudge its outcome.”
Source: IP-watch

Microsoft Qatar
and the Ministry
of Justice Intensify
Efforts to Curb
Software Piracy
DOHA-Microsoft , a member of the ‘Business Action to Stop Counterfeiting and
Piracy’ (BASCAP) group, held a press conference in collaboration with the Ministry
of Justice in Qatar to address the issues of software piracy in the country and the
Gulf region and its implications on building sound economies.
The event focused on generating greater awareness on
the social and economic harms done by software piracy
and counterfeiting. During the event, spokespersons
from Microsoft and Ministry of Justice both agreed that
the education of end-users is the best way to curb piracy
issues.
Abdulla Ahmed Qayed, Intellectual Property Director
at the Ministry of Justice, said “The Government of
Qatar has taken a firm stand against software piracy and
violation of Intellectual Property Rights. This is evident,
by statistics, that Qatar now has lower levels of piracy
compared to other countries in the region. The Ministry
of Justice in particular has been strongly committed to
tackling the issue by underlining the legal implications
of IPR violations, while also creating greater awareness
about the detrimental effects of using pirated software.
Retailers and end-users in Qatar need to realize that high
levels of software piracy and counterfeiting activity
seriously harm a country’s innovation and ability to
continuously produce intellectual property, which
eventually reduces overall economic activity.
“We look forward to working closely with software
companies such as Microsoft to jointly execute highimpact initiatives to maximize the use of genuine
software and further reduce piracy in Qatar, especially
at a time when the country is moving into a knowledge-
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based economy and is witnessing robust growth,” added
Qayed.
“The results of the collective IP protection measures
in the state of Qatar and the efforts to eliminate piracy
are quite remarkable and authorities in Qatar have
substantially decreased the availability of pirated
software. Yet there remain substantial goals to be
achieved. Specific measures need to be in place and
these include establishing a clear and consistent legal
framework, enforcement of legislation, increasing
public education and awareness efforts, and increasing
collaborative efforts at local and international levels,
“said Naim Yazbeck, Country Manager, Microsoft
Qatar.
The MEA region as a whole had a piracy rate of 58%,
but countries like Iraq, Libya, Nigeria, and Zimbabwe
had rates of pirated software well above 80%; in other
words, out of 100 software units installed in 2011, more
than 80 were illegally produced, distributed, and sold.
The study also found that nearly one in four (24%) of the
pirated operating systems became infected at installation,
or independently downloaded and installed malicious
software upon connection to the internet and one in four
of the counterfeit versions of Microsoft software tested
was unable to download automatic Windows and Office
updates.
Source: Zawya

FNC Sets up Committee on
Human Rights in UAE
ABU DHABI-The Federal National Council (FNC)
approved the setting up of a permanent committee
on human rights to discuss relevant legislations and
reinforce the UAE’s domestic and international efforts.
The approval was made during FNC’s 15th legislative
chapter affiliated with the sixth meeting of the Second
Ordinary Session.

FNC said the importance of this committee stems from
the international and regional conventions ratified by
the UAE, including the International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
(ICERD) of 1974, the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW), the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CROC) as well as six agreements
with the International Labour Organization (ILO),
and the Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam
(CDHRI), the Declaration of the Member States of
the Organization of the Islamic Conference adopted in
Cairo, Egypt in 1990, and the Arab Charter on Human
Rights adopted by the Council of the League of Arab
States at the Arab Summit in Tunisia in 2004.

The approval of setting up the committee came during
discussions of a question on the European Parliament’s
resolution last year on the human rights situation in the
United Arab Emirates.
The Council approved a recommendation on issuing
a relevant federal law on decency in public places
to explain individual freedoms and to set proper
punishments for violations. The recommendation
seeks to preserve the national traditions and values of
the UAE society.
Other issues regarding the non-compliance of banks
to personal loan legislations were brought up as well,
specially the one that states that the lenders may not
deduct more than a quarter of the monthly basic salary
or pension of the borrower to pay off the debt. The
members demanded that the Central Bank oblige all
banks operating in the country to observe the relevant
agreements on personal loans and to set a ceiling for
interest rates on personal and commercial loans.
The setting up of a temporary committee to
consider the issue was approved by FNC along with
recommendations on a fixed interest rate ceiling.
Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
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New Draft Protest Law
Approved by Egyptian
Cabinet

CAIRO- Egypt’s Cabinet agreed on a new draft legislation placing some limits
on protests; whereas the Minister of Justice says police can’t ban demonstrations.
The new law puts restrictions on protests, including
articles that stipulate that notice must be submitted
to the Interior Ministry five days prior to any protest,
including the time, place and objectives of the
demonstration. Minister of Justice, Ahmed Mekki, said
in a press statement that the Interior Ministry does not
have the right to forbid protests, but may resort to a
judge to change the route of a proposed demonstration.
However, the new law shall exclude certain locations
from the obligation so as to notify authorities of protests
and Ministry of Justice.

Another article forbids protests within a 200-metre
close to presidential palaces, parliament, ministries’
headquarters, diplomatic missions, courthouses,
hospitals, places of worship, security directorates, and
other public buildings and sites. The limit was amended
from an earlier draft that stipulated a 500-metre space.
The law also puts limits on posting graffiti on public
or private property, as well as wearing masks or head
covers. The Cabinet is expected to send the draft
legislation to the Shura Council for debate.
Source: Ahramonline
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Syrian Minister of Justice Issues
Decrees on Forming Specialized
Courts in the Provinces

DAMASCUS - Minister of Justice, Najm al-Ahmad, issued decisions to form first instance and appeal
criminal courts in all provinces to look into supplies -and provision-related issues.
The Minister ordered to form specialized prosecution and investigation departments in all provinces.
He also issued a decision to form first instance and appeal courts to look into commercial issues, in
addition to first instance and appeal criminal courts in Aleppo province.
Source: Sana News Agency
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ANA
URGES ICANN
to Improve Rights Protection on Domain Names
The ANA is urging ICANN to put protection
mechanisms in place before the implementation
of new generic top-level domains, which go into
effect this year after ICANN voted to expand
categories for gTLDs in 2011. “Within a few
months, ICANN is poised to begin adding more
than 1,000 new gTLDs to the Internet,” said Dan
These registrations would allow trademark holders Jaffe, group exec VP of the ANA, in a statement.
to prevent registration of their exact trademarks “Despite the serious concerns raised for over a year
across all Internet domain name registries. “More by the business community, the law enforcement
than 60 companies, and leading professional and community and consumer protection agencies,
industry groups representing a wide variety of ICANN elevates process over substance and
industry sectors (consumer finance, technology, refuses to adequately address rights protections
professional sports, food and beverages, and for either consumers or trademark owners,” Jaffe
healthcare) submitted comments in favor of these said. It is way past time for ICANN to do the right
proposals and identified the LPR as a critically thing and address these serious flaws with their
necessary protection for brand owners,” the ANA gTLD program.”
said in the letter.
WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Association of
National Advertisers (ANA) urged the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers
(ICANN) to improve protection mechanisms for
top-level domains in a letter that supports Limited
Preventative Registrations (LPRs).

Source: BtoBonline
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Jordan’s

House Refers
Draft Legislation
to Committees
AMMAN – The Jordanian Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour announced that the
amended 2012 draft law on the right to access information is one of the laws that calls
for public freedoms, but the state is entitled to protect data and withhold security and
military information.
In comments during a Lower House debate on who has the right to access information,
His Excellency said that Jordan had no agreements with Israel that enable it, under
this draft, to ask for data, and therefore security and military data are protected.
State Minister for Media Affairs and Communications and Minister of Culture Samih
Maytah added that the draft denies that right to non-Jordanians, adding that the law
was made upon the demands of civil society institutions, «thus the amendments
involved are meant to provide and facilitate access to data.»
After an initial debate on the draft during the session chaired by Speaker Saad Hayel
Srour, the House referred the document to an ad hoc panel of the House’s legal and
National Guidance committees for further study.
Source: Petra News Agency
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Qatar: Final Draft

of Company Law Ready
DOHA- A new company law is expected to be announced soon, with a high-level legal committee set up by the
Ministry of Business and Trade submitting the amended draft to the Minister, His Excellency Sheikh Jassim bin
Abdul-Aziz Al Thani.
After receiving the document, the Minister said that the new law would meet expectations of Qatar’s business
community. «The new commercial law will help enhance Qatari companies’ competitiveness and further boost
the booming local economy. However, the proposed law would meet the demands of the fast changing global
economic and social realities in line with Qatar National Vision 2030,» the Minister said.
The original draft law received mixed reactions. Legal professionals, businessmen and investors praised for
the initiative, private companies and the Qatari business community raised objections regarding some clauses.
However, the private companies noted that they should have been consulted by the authorities prior to drafting the
law. According to the Minister’s statement, the draft law will empower the Qatari companies to face challenges
of the international market. While the Ministry will review procedures before the issuance of the law.
Qatar Chamber, which held a meeting to discuss the new law, described the original draft as «vague» and
«confusing». One of the key objections to the new law was that there was no minimum capital requirement for
setting up a company, whereas under the present law, firms need to
have at least QR200, 000 ($54,938). Following these objections, the
Ministry decided to seek views of the private sector, consultancies
and other agencies.
The existing company law is eight years old and the Ministry
wanted to come out with a fresh law of international standards.
The original draft had 340 articles divided into 13 chapters and
was drawn up by a committee of experts from various ministries
and government agencies. It was prepared in consultation with
competent agencies, including international legal consultancies.
Source: The Peninsula
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Where We Operate
General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Ankara, Turkey
E-mail: turkey@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Baghdad, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: yemen@tag-legal.com

Erbil, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: jeddah@tag-legal.com
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