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DIFC

Courts Countdown
to Region’s First
Court Excellence
Conference
DUBAI - The DIFC Courts and Dubai Courts came together to give final details of the Middle East’s first
International Conference on Court Management, which is taking place in the UAE in December.
Organized by the International Association for Court Administration (IACA), in cooperation with the DIFC
Courts and the Dubai Courts, the event, themed: “Court Excellence in a Changing World”, is one of the
“Initiatives for Legal Excellence” of H.H. Sheikh Maktoum bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Deputy Ruler of Dubai, President of the DIFC and Chairman of the Dubai Judicial Council.
The DIFC Courts and Dubai Courts have revealed that the conference will see the launch of the first
Framework for Court Excellence developed specifically for the Middle East, a quality management system
designed to help courts improve their performance. More than 400 delegates from over 50 countries will
also share best practices and procedures around issues, such as raising standards in an era of globalization ,
managing budgets in a climate of austerity, and bringing courts into the digital age.
The two courts revealed that confirmed speakers include Dr. Ahmed bin Hazeem, Director-General of Dubai
Courts, Michael Hwang, Chief Justice of the DIFC Courts and Richard Foster, President of IACA. They will
be joined by leading academics, government officials and legal professionals from across the Middle East
and the rest of the world.

3

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

Speaking on the announcement, Dr. Ahmed bin Hazeem
said, “The first-ever international IACA conference in the
Middle East will witness wide participation from the elite
legal and judicial officials and leaders in the country and
across the region to share knowledge and to understand
the dynamic perceptions and developments in global
court systems. I extend my sincere gratitude towards the
organizing committee and the sponsors of the event for
their continued and unwavering support so far.
The strategic partnership has a pivotal role to play in the
improved performances of judicial systems and it is a
true example of the fact that the judicial framework is
a multi-disciplinary entity and thrives on the basis of
organisational correlation and coexistence.”
Justice Ali Shamis Al Madhani, DIFC Courts & Chairman
of IACA Middle East Board, said, “DIFC Courts is very
pleased to be involved in this event, the first of its kind in
the Middle East. It is an honour for us to be able to share our
experience and expertise with other esteemed colleagues
and peers from within the local and international legal
community. It is our continued focus to ensure that we
play a central role in aligning the UAE’s legal framework
with the global best practice. This event and its August
participants will be influential in helping us to achieve this
goal.” Jeff Apperson, Chief Executive Officer of IACA,
said, “It is a privilege for the International Association
for Court Administration to partner with two esteemed
court organisations, The DIFC and Dubai Courts. Both
are world leaders in establishing models for good court
management. These conferences represent a continuing
opportunity to advance our existing knowledge based on
justice administration and the resulting benefit to human
dignity.”
The countdown to “Court Excellence in a Changing
World” begins a week after the DIFC Courts signed a
Memorandum of Guidance with the New South Wales
Supreme Court covering the mutual enforcement of
money judgments, further symbolizing the connections
that the Dubai judiciary is developing with international
jurisdictions.
The Dubai event will be the sixth international conference
convened by IACA since its foundation in 2004, and the
first to be held in the Middle East. “Court Excellence in
a Changing World” will take place in Dubai on 9th and
10th December 2013.
Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
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TAG-Org and CCIA-BML
Sign Cooperation Agreement

BEIRUT - Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAGOrg) and Chamber of Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture of Beirut and Mount Lebanon (CCIABML) signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) at the Four Seasons Hotel in the Lebanese
capital, Beirut.
Highlighting the significance of this Memorandum,
a press conference was held following the signing
of the MoU by HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh,
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chairman of TAG-Org and Mr. Mohamed Choucair,
President of the Federation of Lebanese Chambers
and Chairman of CCIA-BML.Also present on the
occasion were: MP Jean Ogassapian and CCIABML vice chairmen Mr. Mohammed Lama›, Mr.
Ghabi Tamer and Dr. Nabil Fahed, Mr. Rafik
Zantout ,President of the Lebanese Economic
Forum, representatives of ESCWA and Ministry of
Economics and a host of judges, businessmen and
journalists.
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According to the agreement, the two parties will
cooperate in various fields especially in investment,
Intellectual Property (IP) registration services.
Mr. Choucair said:«As per the policy of the CCIABML in raising the level of services to cope with
the latest global standards, we take today another
step forward in the right direction. CCIA-BML is
happy to sign the MoU with TAG-Org due to the
excellent professional reputation it has in Lebanon
and the rest of the world. TAG-Org operates out
of 83 offices in all major cities in the Arab world,
Africa, India, China and the USA in addition to 180
representative offices around the world.»
Mr. Choucair stressed that this MoU will contribute
in expanding the services in the field of IP, trademark
and copyrights in addition to auditing, translation
and consultancy. He stressed that the CCIA-BML
will work tirelessly in providing the best services
for the private sector and the economy.
HE Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh said:«We are really proud
to cooperate with the CCIA-BML with whom we
share the same vision and goals. This agreement will
have positive results in developing the investment
and business environment of the global market and
it is considered a great achievement for both in
these hard times which the region is facing. We call
on all members of the CCIA-BML, businessmen,
traders and investors to present creative projects
and opportunities for a better future.»
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh pointed out that TAG-Org
through its 81 offices and 180 representative offices
around the world has made excellent development in
various fields especially in the services sector such
as Intellectual Property field. It’s worth noting that
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Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Dispute Resolution Center is
the first and largest private provider of negotiation,
conflict management (prevention and resolution),
and alternative dispute resolution (ADR) services
in the Arab region, with emphasis on social matters
and public disputes.
He also stressed the fact that TAG-Org is the first
in the Arab world that launched TAGI-UNI, the
global virtual corporate university established to
take e-education to the next level.
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh suggested forming a joint team
representing TAG-Org and the CCIA-BML to
register and protect Lebanese trademarks which
have historical value pointing out that there are
many Lebanese trademarks that were stolen by
the Israeli enemy and sold as if they are Israeli
trademarks «We need to draft a law in this regard to
protect our trademarks through international laws.»
He also suggested developing the CCIA-BML
website and to form a committee with the ESCWA
regarding knowledge trade and present it to CCIABML in order to be the first in marketing this type
of trade.
It is worth mentioning that TAG-Org was placed in
the list of the 100 Most Influential Companies in
the region according to Forbes.
The Chamber of Commerce Industry and Agriculture
of Beirut and Mount Lebanon (CCIA-BML) is a
non-profit private organization working for the
public benefit. The CCIA-BML was established
in 1898 and is the largest of the four Lebanese
Chambers that are regulated by Ministerial Decree
No 36/67 enacted in 1967.
Source: Ag-IP News
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Singapore
Best in
Asia for
Intellectual
Property
Protection
SINGAPORE - Singapore is the best in Asia for
Intellectual Property protection and the second
best in the world, the Intellectual Property Office
of Singapore said, citing a report by the World
Economic Forum.
The latest Global Competitiveness Report, with
Intellectual Property protection as one of the
criteria, covered nearly 150 countries and regions.
It is the third year in a row for Singapore to retain
the top ranking in Asia.
Singapore’s Intellectual Property Office said
its business-friendly Intellectual Property
regime has bolstered business confidence of
international conglomerates and attracted
long-term investment in research and
development by multinationals.
Singapore came in the second place in the
overall global competitiveness ranking,
trailing Switzerland. China’s Hong Kong
was the seventh, while Japan came in the 9th.
Source: Xinhuanet
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Bahrain and China
Sign Protocol on Double
Taxation and Tax Evasion

BEIJING - Under the patronage of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa of Bahrain
and President Xi Jinping of the Republic of China, a Protocol between the Government of
the People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain was signed
on amending the agreement on the non-double taxation and prevention of tax evasion.
This Protocol is an integral part of the agreement on the avoidance of double taxation
and prevention of taxes evasion on income between the government of the Kingdom of
Bahrain and the government of the People’s Republic of China signed in Beijing in 2002.
In accordance with this Protocol, the competent tax authorities of the contracting parties
shall provide assistance through exchange of information related to the management and
implementation of national laws of the contracting parties with regard to taxes involved in
these agreements.
This Protocol is a step towards the support and development of economic and investment
cooperation between the two countries. It also comes in the context of the pursuance of
the government of the Kingdom of Bahrain to provide a favorable economic environment
that encourages joint investments between the Kingdom of Bahrain and other countries of
the world.
Source: Bahrain News Agency
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Jamaica

to Host IP
Conference
this November
KINGSTON - Jamaica has been selected by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) to host
the Intellectual Property and Creative Industry conference in mid-November, at the University of the West
Indies, Mona campus.
Biennially, various countries bid to become the host country of the conference and this year, the Jamaica
Intellectual Property Office (JIPO) bid was deemed successful.
“Jamaica is highly regarded by WIPO as they see the potential here and the work by JIPO,” said the
Copyright and Related Rights Manager at JIPO, Marissa Longsworth.
She added that Jamaica has been pushing for its national laws and policies regarding Intellectual Property,
to be developed in order to enhance its business environment.
In terms of attendance at the upcoming conference, Ms. Longsworth indicated that Latin American nations,
all the English and Spanish speaking Caribbean countries as well as Haiti are expected to participate. “It
will definitely benefit us (Jamaica) to have such a collection of experts and knowledgeable persons who
can contribute ideas and concepts that can create the environment necessary for a successful creative
industry and IP usage, especially with the birth of animation in Jamaica,” she said.
WIPO, she noted, will provide the speakers, experts and sponsor some of the delegates from the various
IP organizations in the Caribbean, which will attend the conference.
The conference, which will last three days, will facilitate discussions on various IP-related issues,
including Valuation and Collateralization of Intellectual Property, Choreography & Intellectual Property
and Benefits of IP.
Jamaica will also host the Ministerial Conference in November 2014, with representatives from the
various WIPO nations converging to discuss pertinent IP issues.
Source: Jamaica Information System
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - Nintendo has won a longstanding patent infringement case that would have
stopped sales of the Wii and Wii U in the US.

Nintendo

Wins Patent
Infringement

Case

against Wii
and Wii U

Nintendo has been the defendant in a long-standing
case of patent infringement brought against them
by Creative Kingdoms. This patent case could have
blocked both Wii and Wii U sales in the United
States, due to the motion sensor technology used
in the Wii remotes. Creative Kingdoms alleged that
similar technology was available in the magic toy
wands that were used for casting spells at several
of their attractions and that Nintendo infringed their
patents by using this technology in both the Wii and
the Wii U.
Nintendo was found not guilty by the International
Trade Commission, meaning that the ITC found
Nintendo did not infringe Creative Kingdom’s
patents in the creation of the motion technology of
the Wii and the Wii U. In addition, the commission
found that Creative Kingdom’s patents were invalid.
Source: Wii Daily
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Presidential Decree on
Application of Rules
of the Law of the
Copyrights and Related
Rights
DAMASCUS – Syria has issued the legislative decree No. /62/ stipulating the application
of the Law of Copyright and Related Rights Protection.
According to the decree, the Minister of Culture issues the executive decisions and
instructions connected to this Law in coordination with the Minister of Communications
and Technology regarding adopting the Information technology (IT).
The law to be published in the official gazette and be enforced after six months of its
publication.
Source: Sana News Agency

11

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

K
Utes Face

a
r
i
P llectual
Inte perty
Pro own
d
k
c
a
r
C
LONDON - Criminals making money from
copyright theft are facing a crackdown as The City
of London Police launched a unit dedicated to
pursuing serious Intellectual Property crime.
Detectives arrested two men suspected of importing
£40,000 worth of counterfeit DVD box sets in
Birmingham. Police will liaise with international
agencies to tackle digital copyright infringement
in the physical production and sale of counterfeit
goods.
The Police Intellectual Property Crime Unit (Pipcu)
will receive £2.56m funding over two years from
the UK government body: the Intellectual Property
Office.
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«Our focus will be the professional criminals
using Intellectual Property crime to generate illicit
gains,» Det Ch Supt Oliver Shaw said. The police
will use links at national and international level to
pursue suspects, building on existing contacts at
agencies such as the FBI and the Department of
Homeland Security in the US.
Officers trained in online investigations will act
on tip-offs from industry groups to identify UK
suspects, and will proactively seek out websites
offering illegal goods and downloads.The 19-strong
unit will have the power to seize goods and assets
as well, and will push internet service providers to
take down websites selling spurious products.
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Source: BBC News
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Kabul, Afghanistan
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Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Ankara, Turkey
E-mail: turkey@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Baghdad, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: yemen@tag-legal.com

Erbil, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: jeddah@tag-legal.com
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