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World Bank Appreciates
TAG-Legal as a Regional Contributor
for the 5th Year in Row
AMMAN- The World Bank Group has
expressed its appreciation for Talal AbuGhazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) team for its
contribution in the World Bank’s Doing
Business 2015 Report, and has acknowledged
TAG-Legal “generous knowledge-sharing”
and continuous support for the project’s
research team.
The World Bank, under the presidency of
Kim Yong Jim, has recently launched The
Doing Business 2015 Report entitled “Going
Beyond Efficiency”, which is the 12th in a
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series of annual reports aiming at enhancing
business activity by measuring regulations
across 189 economies, each evaluated based
on how close their business regulations are
to the best global practices.
TAG-Legal has conducted, as a regional
contributor in the Doing Business 2015
Report, 22 surveys through its offices in the
following countries: Turkey, UAE, Oman,
Lebanon, Egypt, Qatar, Syria, Bahrain,
Jordan, KSA, and Kuwait.
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The Doing Business project, which
has been first launched in 2002, has
expanded coverage to include 2 cities
in 11 economies. And has updated the
Doing Business methodology for this
year and 2016, which was recommended
by Independent Panel on Doing Business
and by broader consultations, to conform
to the new technologies engagement in
government interaction with citizens and
business communities.
Accordingly, changes has reached “8
of the 10 Doing Business indicator sets,
dealing with construction permits, getting
electricity, registering property, getting
credit, protecting minority investors,
paying taxes, enforcing contracts and
resolving insolvency”, the report indicates.

firms specialized in the Arab region and has
offices in all Arab countries and some countries
in the Middle East, as well as representative
offices in most countries of the world.
For more information, please visit:
www.tag-legal.com

About the World Bank Group
The World Bank Group, which includes the
International Finance Corporation, is an
international body aiming at the provision of
funding and technical assistance to developing
countries. The report on Doing Business, is
issued by the International Finance Corporation
and the World Bank.
For more information, please visit:
www.worldbank.org
www.doingbusiness.org

According to the report’s findings,
Singapore is first on ease of doing business,
entrepreneurs in 123 economies saw
improvements in regulatory framework,
Sub-Saharan Africa accounts for 5 of the
10 top improvers in 2013/14.

About Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal, is a member of
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, providing
specialized legal services and advice in various
aspects of corporate and business activities,
in addition to its leading role in the field of
intellectual property as one of the largest law
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Disney Patents Anti-Pirate
Search Engine
By Nick Farrell
CALIFORNIA- Mickey Mouse outfit,
Disney has patented a search engine which
it claims can keep the internet pirate free.

of the patent’s main goals is to prevent
pirated movies and other illicit content
from ranking well in the search results.

While it did not say where it would leave
its Peter Pan and Pirates of the Caribbean
franchise which rely on pirates, it does beg
the question why Disney would develop
such a search engine.

According to Disney, their patent makes
it possible to “enable the filtering of
undesirable search results, such as results
referencing piracy websites.”

Disney has obtained a patent for a search
engine that ranks sites based on various
“authenticity” factors. One of the goals of
the technology is to filter pirated material
from search results while boosting
the profile of copyright and trademark
holders’ websites.
The patent is titled “Online content
ranking system based on authenticity
metric values for web elements,” one
5
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“For example, a manipulated page for
unauthorized sales of drugs, movies, etc.
might be able to obtain a high popularity
rating, but what the typical user will want
to see is a more authentic page,” they
explain.
Its patent describes a system that re-ranks
search results based on an “authenticity
index.” This works twofold, by promoting
sites that are more “authoritative” and
filtering out undesirable content.

tag-legal.com

“In
particular,
embodiments enable more
authoritative search results … to be ranked
higher and be more visible to a user.
Embodiments furthermore enable the
filtering of undesirable search results,
such as results referencing piracy websites,
child pornography websites, and/or the
like,” Disney writes.
What Disney would do is give “official”
sites priority when certain terms relate to
a property of a company. These “authority”
weights
can
include
trademarks,
copyrighted material, and domain name
information.
What this will mean giving corporates
more authority than those who might not
like it. Therefore, a film review site will
have less status than Disney’s official
market site. Wikipedia will be much lower
on the status list.

that
is
greater
than the authenticity weight
associated with the encyclopedia web
page because Disney.go.com is the official
domain for The Walt Disney Company.
As such, with respect to the Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs™ film, the Disney.
go.com web page may be considered more
authoritative (and thus more authentic)
than the encyclopedia web page,” Disney
writes.
It is not clear what Disney will do with its
new patent. While it is possible to see that
other companies might like it, it is
generally only the corporates who care
enough to want this sort of product, most
people would stick to Google, Yahoo or
Bing, where they know they will not just
get the company line.

Source: Channel Eye

“The Disney.go.com web page may be
associated with an authenticity weight

6

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

Iran Looks at Legislation Protecting
Intellectual Property
TEHRAN – Iran’s President Hassan Rohani has presented to the Parliament a bill to
protect Intellectual Property which includes artistic, industrial and scientific property.
The Justice Minister Mustafa Pour Mohammadi had announced earlier this year at
Tehran’s Book Fair that the Rohani administration is looking at ways of remedying
violations against intellectual property.
He stated that such violations could be punished with fines and ban on social activities
or even imprisonment.
Iran is not a signatory to the Berne Convention and international copyright laws.
Meanwhile, 50 prominent Iranian filmmakers have filed a complaint against satellite
networks regarding the airing of their films without permission. Adel Moghaddas, the
legal representative for the filmmakers, told ILNA (Iranian Labour News Agency) that
the objective of the complainants is not so much to collect damages but rather to focus
attention on the need for copyright laws.
The bill introduced by the Rohani administration, if approved, will be the first legislation
in the Islamic Republic regarding the protection of intellectual property.
Source: Radio Zamaneh
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WIPO Launches Guide on Use of IP
for Arts and Cultural Festivals
GENEVA- The World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) announced
the publication of a practical guide on
how best to use Intellectual Property for
organizers of arts and cultural festivals.
The publication titled, “Intellectual Property
and Folk, Arts and Cultural Festivals – A
Practical Guide,” identifies “the main IP
challenges faced by festival organizers
and outlines some practical elements of an
effective IP management strategy,” according
to the publication.
It was launched during the 44th
International Council of Organizations of
Folklore Festivals and Folk Arts (CIOFF)
World Congress in Bautzen, Germany,
according to WIPO.

IP tools such as copyright (for songs,
dances or costumes), trademarks (names
and images), geographical indications
(agricultural or manufactured products)
and industrial designs (festival logo,
t-shirts and merchandising items,) are
presented in the guide.
The guides states that “to this day,
TK [traditional knowledge] and TCEs
[traditional cultural expressions], unless
secret or protected through some special
legislation, are generally regarded by
conventional IP systems as being in the
public domain,” adding that “indigenous
peoples and others question this.”
Source: IP Watch

In particular, the guide gives suggestions
on how to “harness a festival’s IP assets
and how best to promote respect for the
world’s cultures featured at the festival.”
The guide provides some examples of IP
questions that festival organizers may have,
and details IP tools that might be used.

8

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

Questions on Quality in Qatar
DOHA - Qatar has begun implementing the
unified GCC standards and specifications
for various goods, including construction
materials, tires and automotive accessories,
to ensure that low-quality imported
products do not enter the Qatari market
anymore.
Electrical appliances are on the list of
items that are to be brought within the
purview of the unified regional quality
benchmarks by early next year.
Substandard imported appliances are cited
by experts as the cause of most fires that
take place in homes and offices in Doha. As
for air-conditioners, their regional standards
and specifications are being framed.
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An instant outcome of the move to
implement the regional quality norms has
been a big hue and cry in the local trade
and industry.
Particularly affected are those dealing in
tires and auto spare parts. Unconfirmed
reports suggest a black market has been
thriving in the banned balloon tires.
They are being brought into the country
allegedly by some transporters who are
able to hoodwink the customs authorities
at the check posts.
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Trading circles claim an estimated 1,500
retailers across Doha have shut shops as
they are unable to import and sell tires that
are in popular demand since the standards
and specifications agency has banned
their entry.
Automobile spare part dealers, also an
estimated 2,000 across Greater Doha,
are said to be suffering losses to the tune
of millions of riyals as their businesses
remain affected due to a ban on lowquality accessories that used to be
brought unrestricted into the country in
large quantities.

small Qatari businesses — suffering due
to the implementation of stricter regional
quality benchmarks — incentives to set up
shop in free trade zones in their territories.
Qatar’s Standards and Specifications
Authority affiliated with the Ministry of
Environment, has put its foot down and
says it will enforce the regional norms
come what may since the quality of goods
cannot be compromised and people’s
lives cannot be endangered just to help
businesses make profit.
Source: The Peninsula Qatar

The food industry is also adversely
impacted but seemingly not as much,
because of the tougher quality norms.
The concern in the industry is over undue
delays in getting approvals from the
standards agency.
Food importers complain that as a result
of delays they have been paying huge
fines for containers stuck at the Doha Port.
Market operators claim that Qatar is
implementing the unified GCC standards
and specifications “very strictly”, whereas,
other signatory neighboring states are
“flexible” in their approach.
At least one affected businessman, in
remarks to a popular call-in program of
Qatar Radio last week, suggested that some
neighboring states were even offering
10
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Bahrain Ratifies Cybercrimes
and Commercial Fraud Laws
MANAMA- A Royal Decree has finally been issued ratifying two new laws in Bahrain,
the anti-commercial fraud law No. 62 of 2014, and the anti-cybercrimes law No. 60 of
2014, as published on the Official Gazette on October 1, 2014.
The law on cybercrimes, which is the first of its kind in the country, imposes hefty
penalties on violations committed through all technological forms, such as unauthorized
access to computer systems or networks, illegal eavesdropping over transmission that
is not directed to the public using technological tools, or presenting incorrect data and
use it as correct, intentionally or not.
The second law on commercial fraud stipulates a maximum 10 year jail term and a fine
of up to BHD10,000 ( around $ 3,770) for any commercial fraud that causes someone
a permanent disability. While the law provisioned a life imprisonment sentence and
fine of up to BHD 20,000 (around $7,540) if the offence causes death. Noting that
the law defines fraudulent commodity as any commodity which has been altered or
manipulated in any form.
It’s worth mentioning that the two laws, will come into force after 60 days from the
date of publication in the Official Gazette.
Translated with Alteration

Source: Argaam.com
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Jordan Establishes a New
Administrative Court
AMMAN - The Administrative Courts
Law No. 27 of 2014 has been ratified by a
Royal Decree, as published in the Official
Gazette on August 17, 2014; to replace
the Higher Court of Justice Law No. 12
of 1992. Respectively, the High Court of
Justice was canceled and replaced by an
Administrative Court of two levels.

of 1992; as decisions issued by the Higher Court
of Justice were final and cannot be appealed.

In terms of the new law, the Administrative
Court has been established to comprise
the Administrative Court and the Higher
Administrative Court. Accordingly, The
Administrative Court is specialized in
hearing appeals filed against administrative
decisions, including trademark and patent
registrars’ decisions, within 60 days from
the date of notification or publication in
the Official Gazette.

It is worth mentioning that the decisions
of the Higher Administrative Court will
be final and not subject to appeal.

The Administrative Courts Law came
into force after 60 days of the date of its
publication, hence; all cases, which were
filed before the Higher Court of Justice had
been forwarded to the Administrative Court.

Translated with Alteration

Source: Alrai Newspaper

A major development in law No. 27
of 2014 is that the interested party has
the right to file an appeal against the
Administrative Court’s decision before
the High Administrative Court within 30
days, compared to the replaced law No. 12
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Where We Operate
General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Ankara, Turkey
E-mail: turkey@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Baghdad, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: yemen@tag-legal.com

Erbil, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: jeddah@tag-legal.com
This Newsletter is Published by the Quality Control Department of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal)
© Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal 2014
Reproduction is permitted provided that the source is acknowledged.
For inquiries: Quality Control Department
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAGLegal) / quality.legal@tag-legal.com
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