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WIPO Academy Commends its
Cooperation with TAG-Org

A

MMAN – On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
Worldwide Academy, a special 134-page publication
referring to the Academy’s “Decade of Excellence: Decade
of Achievement” was issued on December 4, 2008.
This edition includes comprehensive information on the
Academy’s programs, accomplishments and activities
during the last ten years.
Moreover, the Academy devoted a special section of this
publication to agreements and prospective of cooperation
with institutions and organizations, mentioning in
particular the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org),
the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh College of Business (TAG-College),
the Arab Society for Intellectual Property (ASIP) and AbuGhazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP).
According to this publication, the cooperation between
the WIPO Academy and AGIP offices started when Talal
Abu-Ghazaleh, TAG-Org chairman and CEO, mandated
members of staff to take the Academy’s distance learning
(DL) courses as part of their career development.
These courses are recognized as qualifying courses for inhouse training and career development. TAG-Org meets
the cost of participation in the course. To date, some
198 employees have taken the Academy’s advanced DL
courses.
Moreover, the publication sheds light on future
collaboration that has been extended to other branches
of the Organization, including ASIP. In this respect, the
Academy and ASIP intend to offer other types of programs
jointly for the benefit of Arab-speaking countries in the
region.
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Discussions are currently under way for the offering of
a master’s of Intellectual Property in business with the
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh College of Business. Plans are also
under discussion for the joint organization of Executive
Programs, in collaboration with ASIP, the organization of
a WIPO summer school on Intellectual Property for the
benefit of participants in the region.
It is worth noting that the Academy’s Dean, Dr. Mpazi
Sinjela, and the Officer-in-Charge for the distance learning
program, Altaye Tedla, visited the headquarters of TAGOrg, ASIP and TAG-College and were briefed on the
facilities, activities and programs at each institution.
TAG-Org and ASIP enjoy close cooperation with WIPO with
the aim of developing capacities and enhancing knowledge
and understanding of this vital sector in the Arab region.

TAG-Legal News

TAG-Legal at the Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Award Introductory Seminar
The seminar was concluded with the remarks of the Award
Coordinator Ola Mbaydin, who defined the standards and
nomination process for the Award, followed by an open
discussion with the audience.
The Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Award for
Arab Management is considered a tribute to creative
and inventive Arab individuals in the field of business,
especially those who contribute to establishing innovative
methods of operation or administration that revolutionize
the present and future of Arab business.

A

MMAN – Representing Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal
(TAG-Legal), both Yazan Quandour and Dalal Jebril ,
TAG-Legal editors, attended an introductory seminar of
the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Award for Arab
Management, which took place on November 27, 2008 at
the Grand Hyatt hotel in Amman.
The event, which was organized by the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Organization (TAG-Org) in collaboration with the Award
committee, aimed at pushing the performance of human
resources forward through providing global models and
standards for institutional and individual excellence.
The seminar was inaugurated with a formal introduction
of the award, where Ahmed
Nseirat and Maryam Al-Sarkal, two of the committee
members, introduced the audience to the Award
categories, prizes and criteria for selecting the awardees;
this was followed by an oversight of the reality of Arab
management, in which they explained the true picture of
management in the Arab world.
In this regard,.Jebril commended the Award’s progressive
and vital role in increasing competence and professionalism
of private and governmental institutions in the Arab
world.
“The speeches focused on the oriental system of
management, which places importance on precision
and planning to reach one’s objectives, versus the
disappointingly bureaucratic system of Arab management,
in which more emphasis is given on command than on
performance,” stated Quandour.
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Microsoft Settles with Mouse Maker
December 17, 2008 (BNA): Microsoft has
reached a settlement agreement with Primax
Electronics, a mouse maker the software
company sued in July for patent infringement.
As part of the settlement, Primax has entered
into a non-exclusive licensing agreement
that covers Microsoft’s patents for U2 and Tilt
Wheel technology for both past and future
sales of relevant Primax products in the United
States. The rest of the settlement terms are
confidential.
Free Software Foundation Sues Cisco for Open
Source Violations
December 16, 2008 (BNA): A group that
promotes open source software filed a lawsuit
against Cisco on Thursday, claiming that some
of the networking vendor’s routers violate the
terms of open source licenses that govern the
use of software embedded in the products.
In court papers filed in U.S. District Court in
Manhattan, the Free Software Foundation
claims Cisco’s Linksys routers violate parts of
the GNU General Public License, version 2, and
the GNU Lesser General Public License.

TAG-Legal News

TAG-Legal Lebanon Participates in WIPO National Seminar on Copyright,
Related Rights and Collective Management

B

EIRUT – Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal
(TAG-Legal) attended the World
Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) National Seminar on Copyright,
Related
Rights
and
Collective
Management, which took place at the
UNESCO Palace in Beirut, November 2728, 2008.

and the right and obligations of the
users of protected works as well as the
economic consequences of piracy and
counterfeiting, among other essential
issues.

The event, organized by WIPO in
cooperation with the Ministry of
Culture, was inaugurated by Francis
Gurry,, WIPO director general, and
Tammam Salam.
Speakers at the seminar tackled a wide
range of radical issues related to the
Intellectual Property (IP) field, such
as the impact of new technology on
the protection of Intellectual Property
Rights (IPRs), the establishment and
functioning of collective management

TAG-Legal representatives Soha AlMasri, TAG-Legal office manager in
Lebanon, Dr. Dany Naous, patents
department manager and Dr. Sylvain

Massaad,
copyright
department
manager witnessed the event and
endorsed the subjects delivered by the
internationally renowned speakers.
“The event highlighted the significant
role of digital right management
technologies
in
supporting
the
establishment of new business models
for legitimate transmittal of protected
content and collective management,”
stated Al-Masri.
Towards the end of the two-day event,
the conference turned into an open
forum for discussing the latest global
challenges arising from technological
developments and trends in the digital
market, unfair competition and the
disadvantages of widespread Internet
piracy in addition to rights management
information systems.

TAG-Legal Participates in ISO 9001:2008 Lecture

A

MMAN –Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal
(TAG-Legal) took part in the ISO
9001:2008 lecture conducted by its
sister company, the Arab Knowledge
and Management Society (AKMS)
on December 15, 2008 at the Talal
Abu-Ghazaleh College of Business
(TAG-College).

and the scope of its amendments, as
well as the timeframe needed for the
transition.

“The lecture tackled the development of
the ISO, specifically the transformation
of the ISO 9000 to ISO 9001, as well as
the most prominent specifications that
define the new ISO 9001,” she added.

The lecture shed light on the importance
of
providing
opportunities
to
individuals and institutions interested
in quality systems, and the latest ISO
9001 standards and amendments.
Khaled Abu-Osbeh, executive director of
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh & Co. International
- Jeddah and member of the WG 18
Expert Committee, delivered a speech
discussing several issues related to
the ISO 9001 series, such as the valid
amendments that could be applied, the
reasons for changing the specification
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9001
renovations,
updates
and
specifications,” Rola Hussein, TAGLegal’s quality control officer said.

The event targeted specific categories
such as factories and production
managers at industrial companies,

“The lecture was designed to familiarize
participants with the new edition of ISO
9001 and its amendments,” Abu-Osbeh
said.
“ The information delivered by AbuOsbeh was of great value, where
he demonstrated the latest ISO

operation managers at service
companies, quality control and
assurance managers, management
representatives
at
companies
who have obtained the certificate
and all those interested in quality
specifications, particularly the ISO
9001.

Legal News

WIPO Launches Strategic Change Program

G

ENEVA – The approval by member states of a revised
program and budget on December 12, 2008 marked
the start of a comprehensive program of strategic change
in the direction and work of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO), led by Director General Francis
Gurry.
According to a press release by WIPO, the process aims
to realign WIPO’s programs, resources and structures
with a new set of strategic goals so as to enable the
Organization to respond more effectively to the rapidly
evolving technological, cultural and geo-economic
environment.
The revised program and budget,
which was approved at an
extraordinary session of the
WIPO Assemblies, sets out nine
strategic goals.In addition to
goals relating to the balanced
evolution of the international
normative framework for Intellectual
Property (IP), to facilitating the use of IP for development
and to the provision of premier global IP services, WIPO’s
new goals include building respect for IP; developing
global IP infrastructure; more responsive communication;
becoming the world reference source for IP information;
and addressing IP in relation to global policy challenges,
such as climate change, public health and food security.
WIPO’s activities in support of development are prioritized
in the new framework, which mainstreams the development
dimension throughout the work of the Organization. A
dedicated program, under the direct supervision of the
Director General, aims to ensure effective coordination of
work to implement the WIPO Development Agenda.
The balanced budget maintains tight fiscal discipline and
includes initiatives to eliminate duplication, cut costs and
increase efficiencies.
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“Delivering value for money will be central to our
organizational culture,” Gurry told delegates. “Member
states also endorsed a proposal to create 22 posts to
address critical skills gaps in the Organization.”
The new strategic framework, said Gurry, is “intended
to refocus the work of the Organization in response to
the urgent challenges to Intellectual Property in the 21st
century.”
Describing the revised program and budget as a framework
for change, Gurry thanked delegates for their confidence
in the WIPO secretariat, telling them, “It is now up to us
to deliver.”
Delegates welcomed the intensified dialogue with the
secretariat and the “unprecedented” level of transparency
in the consultation process. Ag-IP-news

Yahoo Cuts Data Retention to Three
Months
December 18, 2008 (BNA): Yahoo will
cut the time it stores personal data
gathered from Web surfing to three
months, making its retention policy the
shortest among peers. The company
will “anonymize” the computer
addresses of its users within three
months in most cases, from a prior
standard of 13 months. It is reserving
the right to keep data for up to six
months if fraud or system security are
involved.

Legal News

UK Seeks Two-Year Extension on Artist’s Resale Right

L

ONDON – The UK Government notified the European
Commission on December 20, 2008 that it intends to
maintain its existing derogation from resale right for the
works of deceased artists for a further two years, a press
release by the UK Intellectual Property Office (UK-IPO)
stated.The extension means that resale right will continue
to apply in the UK to works by living artists only.

Applying resale right to deceased artists at this time would
place a considerable burden on the art trade.”
“If the art traders are seeing a reduction in business, they
will not only sell fewer works; they will not buy them from
artists, either. This will have an effect on artists, who will
find that there is less of a market for their work.”
The UK has been working closely with the European Union
and other member states to raise the issue of resale right
at an international level and will continue to push for
international action. Ag-IP-news

Digital Music Gains, But CD Losses
a Pain

Resale right entitles authors of original works of art, such
as paintings, engravings, sculptures and ceramics, to
receive a royalty each time one of their works is resold in
a sale involving an art market professional.The decision to
extend the derogation comes after extensive consultation
with a wide range of stakeholders, including artists and
traders.
Ministers decided that the current economic climate
could only affect the art market’s ability to cope with
the application of an artist’s resale right to the works of
deceased artists. John Denham, Secretary of State for
Innovation, Universities and Skills, has written to the
European Commission’s Internal Market Commissioner
Charlie McCreevy to notify him of the UK’s intention to
extend this derogation.
Denham said: “We are committed to supporting businesses,
including the UK art trade, through the current downturn.
5

December 18, 2008 (BNA): Consumers
are increasingly willing to pay for songs
they acquire over the Internet, but
declining interest in CDs is dragging
down overall music consumption
among Internet users. During the
third quarter, there was an increase
both in the number of people buying
digital downloads and in the number
of tracks sold, according to market
researcher NPD Group.
Legal music downloads were up 29
percent from the same period last
year, and sites such as iTunes and
Amazon MP3 chalked up an additional
2.8 million music buyers, a total of 15
percent of Internet users.

Legal News

ICANN Announces Implementation Plan for New Consensus Policy

M

ARINA DEL REY, CA – The Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) announced
on December 17, 2008 the implementation plan for the
new Add Grace Period (AGP) Limits Policy adopted by the
ICANN Board on June 26, 2008.
According to a press release by ICANN, a grace period
is a specified number of calendar days following a gTLD
registry operation in which the operation may be reversed
and a credit may be issued to a registrar.
AGP is typically the five-day period following the initial
registration of a domain name. Currently, when a domain

name is registered through a registrar, that registrar may
delete the domain name at any time during the first five
calendar days of the registration (the AGP) and receive full
credit for the registration fee from the registry operator.
AGP appears as a contractual term in some, but not all,
gTLD registry agreements.
The recent announcement to the ICANN Community on
November 13, 2008 reported that AGP deletes decreased
by 84% from June to July 2008 as a result of the related
AGP budget provision adopted by the Board for fiscal year
2009. Ag-IP-news

General Patent Licenses DTL Patent to Sony Ericsson

S

UFFERN, NY – General Patent Corporation (GPC),
a leading patent licensing and enforcement firm,
announced on December 23, 2008, on behalf of its
client, Digital Technology Licensing LLC (DTL), that it has
licensed a key cell phone patent to Sony Ericsson Mobile
Communications AB (Sony Ericsson), a press release by
GPC stated.
DTL owns US Patent
No. 5,051,799 titled
“Digital
Output
Transducer”, which is
an essential patent for
Adaptive
Multi-Rate
(AMR) codec and other
cellular communication
standards.The patented
technology is also used to assure backward compatibility
of cell phone handsets and base stations. Other
applications of this patented technology include Bluetooth
headsets.“We are very pleased to grant a license to Sony
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Ericsson,” said Paul Lerner, GPC’s senior vice president and
general counsel.
“We will continue with our efforts to license this key patent
and to vigorously enforce the Intellectual Property Rights
of our client,” he added. GPC represents DTL in the licensing
and enforcement of this patent. DTL brought patent
infringement suits against Verizon Wireless, Cingular
Wireless (now known as AT&T Mobility), T-Mobile, Sprint
and other companies.
Sony Ericsson was not a party to any of these lawsuits. GPC
previously announced that Nokia, Sony Ericsson, Samsung
and LG had licensed DTL’s patent, and that the lawsuits
against Cingular Wireless, AT&T Mobility and Motorola
had been settled. Digital Technology Licensing LLC, of
Suffern, New York, is a portfolio company of IP Holdings
LLC and is managed by General Patent Corporation.
A non-exclusive license under the patent is available on
reasonable and non-discriminatory terms. Ag-IP-news

Article of the Month

Copyright Laws and Trade Industry in the Arab World (Part I)
By Dr. Sylvain Massaad

D

espite the fact that the copyright industry in the Arab
world is a rather recent one, many of the Arab states
have made immense changes and amendments in its laws
and regulations in order to be able to insert the copyright
and its latest developments under these laws. New laws
have been drafted, some of which are not yet issued, to
enforce and protect the rights of those who create and
communicate their creations to the world. This article
discusses the copyright business in the Arab countries and
the means of delivering the latest creations made by Arab
entrepreneurs, examining the industries that contribute
to the copyright business in the region.
Types of Copyright in
the Arab World
Copyright business
in most of the Arab
countries is organized
in what could be
called
a
“multistratum structure”,
with a core creative
activity engendering
the process and constituting the base on which next
level layer of business operate and so on. The core
activities are performed by the authentic creators, such
as authors, writers, composers, painters and performers.
Copyright business is usually divided into two categories,
each consisting of a specific mode of delivering works/
information to the public; these modes can be classified
into direct and indirect communication.
The direct communication of a work to the public is
performed through live performances, mainly concerts,
musicals and exhibitions, and on a minor level in Arab
countries, operas and festivals.
The indirect mode of communication is based on
transferring the copyrighted works to the public via indirect
analogue or digital means. Television and radio stations,
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Copyright Laws and Trade Industry
in the Arab World (Part I)
By Dr. Sylvain Massaad

Dr. Sylvain Massaad is a Legal Advisor at TAGLegal. He
holds a Ph.D. in Law from the University of Poitiers France, and is currently pursuing an Executive MBA
at ESCP-EAP European School of Management

libraries, cinema industry, video stores, publishing houses,
recording companies, etc. are some of the means that use
this strategic sector of communication.
Another stratum is the segment of the activities associated
with copyrighted works. Arab countries issue a large
number of fashion magazines, the success of which relies
upon the quantum of innovative designs and the quality
of the latest trends in the fashion industry. The same logic
could be applied to architectural magazines, advertising
agencies and activities related to the protection of national
heritage. Other basic businesses can be added to this
category, such as restoration and craft industries.
The aforementioned is not directly related to copyright but
is fundamentally essential to the prosperity of copyright
business. In fact, the majority of the abovementioned
companies/activities require equipments and tools to run
their business, and very few companies in the Arab World
are especially dedicated to providing these equipments
(theatre/concert equipment, sound/recording equipment,
film equipment) and tools (artist/craftsperson materials,
musical instruments).
Types of Works Protected by Arab Copyright Laws
Most national Arab laws provide copyright protection

Article of the Month
to original works through the following five economical
rights:
i.Right of Communication to the Public: Communication
to the public can be defined as the transmission of works
to people by any distant communication (i.e. satellite)
or interactive communication (i.e. Internet) means. It
embraces a wide range of activities such as the relaying of
a performance to members of the public outside the place
where the performance is made, the transmission by cable
and the making available of works in digital networks.
ii.Right of Reproduction: Reproduction can be envisaged
as the production of works in a material or non-material
(digital) form.
iii.Right of Public Performance: Public performance is the
real-time performance of works in the physical presence
of the public.
iv.Right of Distribution: Distribution is the diffusion
of physical copies of the works, resale, sale and rental
(even importation) of copies such as musical works (on
phonograms), audiovisual works (on DVDs) and computer
programs (on CD ROMs).
v.Right of Broadcasting: Broadcasting is the transmission
to the public of works through wireless and non-interactive
vectors (i.e. satellite transmissions).
Structure Copyright Business in the Region
The foresaid rights provide protection to various types of
innovations of the human spirit. Any creation falls into a
category of work that is hypothetically protected by one
or more rights. Arab laws generally protect the following
categories of work:
• a.Artistic works: Irrespective of the content, value and
destination of the work, paintings and architectural
works can benefit from the protection of copyright.
• b.Computer programs: Usually considered as a literary
work, computer programs are widely pirated in the
Arab countries (60% in 2007) causing huge amounts
of trade losses ($2.5 million in 2007), despite the efforts
to counter piracy and enforce laws.
• c.Literary works: This category includes any original
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production in the literary domain, whatever may be
the mode or form of its expression. Works based on
other works, such as translations, adaptations and
other alterations of a literary work, are also protected.
To list a few: novels, short stories, poems, dramatic
works and any other writings, whether published or
unpublished. In most Arab countries, “oral works”
(works not reduced to writing) are also protected by
copyright laws.
d.Technical maps: Mainly represented by cartographic
works (globes, relief models), plans, blueprints,
diagrams and electrical and mechanical drawings.
e.Cinematographic works: Works created by the
cinema industry are entitled to copyright protection
independently from their subject matter, the purpose
for which they are created (theatre or television), their
genre (drama, documentary, etc.) and whether they
are silent works or with a soundtrack.
f.Musical works: Whether targeting connoisseurs
or commercial segments, songs, choruses, operas,
musicals and other types of musical expression (solo,
sonata, chamber music, band, orchestra, etc.) benefit
from copyright protection. They are considered works
even if they are not written on paper by musical
notation or words.
g.Photographic works: Neither the subject nor the
value of the content of any photo is considered, by most
Arab copyright laws, as a criterion for appreciating
creativity, which is the only decisive factor for
attributing protection in the foresaid laws.

Legal Expert of the Month

Deema Abu-Zulaikha

D

eema Abu-Zulaikha earned her
LLB degree from University of
Jordan in 2002 and joined the Bar
Association as a permitted advocate
in September 2004. Later that year,
she enrolled in the LLM program
at the same university to obtain
a master’s degree in Intellectual
Property Rights. During her law
practice, Abu-Zulaikha handled
many IP litigations, consultations
and registrations, as well as company and commercial law
matters.

Abu-Zulaikha participated in a number of conferences
and forums regarding IP laws and human rights.
Furthermore, she is a member of the Jordan Intellectual
Property Association (JIPA), Jordan Forum for Business
and Professional Women (JFBPW) and the Arab Society for
Intellectual Property (ASIP).
In 2006, Abu-Zulaikha joined the TAG-Legal staff as
the manager and co-founder of the Quality Control
Department, and since then, she has been responsible for
running the quality control team.
We wish her all the best as well as more success.
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