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National Media Council of UAE Issues
Advertising Content Regulation
ABU DHABI- The National Media Council has
issued the regulation of advertising content in
UAE Media, reinforcing a number of fundamental
ethics mainly respect for religious, cultural, social
values and norms in society, as well as empowering
free speech and constructive interaction with the
Media.

issued by the Emirates’ Journalist Association, and
in accordance with the internationally recognized
regulations.The council has discussed the first
draft of the regulation with media organizations
and free zones in the UAE, receiving feedback
most of which has been taken into consideration
and added to the list.

This regulation also aims to develop advertising
sector as a crucial economic development tool
in the UAE, and is keen on providing a balance
media content that is responsible and fair, respects
individual privacy, and protects the different
communities from harmful influence.

The regulation contains an article stressing that
the used language in the advertisement should be
either Standard Arabic or local Emirati dialect.
Another article prohibits all forms of tobacco
advertisements, in an implementation of Federal
law no.18 for the year 2009 pertaining to tobacco
control as well as an article prohibiting advertising
for any and all Alcoholic beverages, banned
mind-altering substances of all forms or ways
of intake in a direct or indirect manner. Finally,
it also prohibits any advertisement pertaining to
witchcraft or occult.

The regulation contains frames and standards
regulating advertisements and procedures to
follow their implementation in accordance with
international laws and regulations pertaining to
this sector, in alignment with the general local
politics and federal government strategies.
The regulation comes as an implementation
of the council’s operational plan, answering
organizational requirements in this regard.
The regulation contains as well a confirmation of
media and advertising content standards stipulated
in existing laws and regulations and Press charter

In conclusion, the regulation has contained
an article committing every Media entity to
take upon itself the responsibility of following
and implementing the regulation standards,
and specifying that said entities must deal in a
positive and prompt manner with any feedback or
complaints received from the main target i.e. the
public, or from any other party.
Source: Emirates News Agency(WAM)
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Qatar: Final Draft

of Company Law Ready
DOHA- A new company law is expected to be announced soon, with a high-level legal committee set up by the
Ministry of Business and Trade submitting the amended draft to the Minister, His Excellency Sheikh Jassim bin
Abdul-Aziz Al Thani.
After receiving the document, the Minister said that the new law would meet expectations of Qatar’s business
community. «The new commercial law will help enhance Qatari companies’ competitiveness and further boost
the booming local economy. However, the proposed law would meet the demands of the fast changing global
economic and social realities in line with Qatar National Vision 2030,» the Minister said.
The original draft law received mixed reactions. Legal professionals, businessmen and investors praised for
the initiative, private companies and the Qatari business community raised objections regarding some clauses.
However, the private companies noted that they should have been consulted by the authorities prior to drafting the
law. According to the Minister’s statement, the draft law will empower the Qatari companies to face challenges
of the international market. While the Ministry will review procedures before the issuance of the law.
Qatar Chamber, which held a meeting to discuss the new law, described the original draft as «vague» and
«confusing». One of the key objections to the new law was that there was no minimum capital requirement for
setting up a company, whereas under the present law, firms need to
have at least QR200, 000 ($54,938). Following these objections, the
Ministry decided to seek views of the private sector, consultancies
and other agencies.
The existing company law is eight years old and the Ministry
wanted to come out with a fresh law of international standards.
The original draft had 340 articles divided into 13 chapters and
was drawn up by a committee of experts from various ministries
and government agencies. It was prepared in consultation with
competent agencies, including international legal consultancies.
Source: The Peninsula

4

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

The

Turkish

Government
Passes
Freedom Legal
Amendments
ANKARA-The Turkish Government has passed a
draft law to the Parliament that focuses on amending
a number of regulations in response to the European
Union’s demands, widening the base of human rights,
public confidence and media freedom.
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The government stated that the legal amendments,
considered the fourth of its kind, aim at enhancing the
country’s democratic activities, fight the violations
of human rights and offer justified trials. The draft
also indicates that such amendments shall reduce the
detention period before court, the thing that affected
Turkey in a negative way.
The amendments include expanding the limits of
freedom of expression, enriching the freedom of
press and restraining the legal limits that protect the
journalists at any press release.
The government claimed that enhancing human
rights is the main reason behind these amendments
and goes along with the agreement’s provisions
which Turkey has signed lately.
This step is a reaction to the European wave of
criticism that hit Turkey after dozens of journalists
were imprisoned after been accused of publishing
provocative rumors.
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Source: Kuwait News Agency (Kuna)

Syria

Issues Fresh
General Amnesty
for Crimes
Committed before
the 16th of April
DAMASCUS - A general amnesty for crimes
committed in war-torn Syria prior to the 16th of April
of 2013 has been issued recently. Under the decree, the
death penalty will be replaced with a life sentence of
hard labor.
The latest measure will not apply to people found
guilty of smuggling weapons or drug-related crimes,
but those convicted of joining the rebellion would get
lighter sentences.
“Syrians who joined a terrorist organization will only
have to serve a quarter of their sentences,” said the
decree.
“The decision does not apply to those who avoided
conscription,” the text added.
Rami Abdelrahman, head of the British-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights, said he did not see it as
sufficient because it did not address political prisoners.
“Many will ask what good it does if political activists
continue to be arrested daily,” Abdelrahman said.
The decree marks the holiday of Evacuation Day – the
commemoration of the departure of the last French
soldier in Syria, ending France’s occupation and
allowing the proclamation of full independence on
April 17, 1946.
Source: Al-Arabiya
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You Can File Cases in Dubai
Courts Online

DUBAI- Dubai Courts has officially launched three
innovative online services aimed at saving time and
effort, and facilitating the work of litigants.

to register cases electronically, record every detail,
upload identification papers, and send them to Dubai
Courts online.”

The services are online registration of cases, access to the
archive of case files and pro bono legal advice, according
to a press statement from the Dubai government.

The testing of this service program began on February
1, and was made available to law firms on an optional
basis. Owing to its successful testing, the program
became mandatory from June 1st so that all cases
presented to the Dubai Courts can be registered online
from anywhere in the world.

The initiative is in line with Dubai Courts’ strategic
vision towards ‘leadership in court performance’. The
services were officially launched during a ceremony
held in the presence of Dr Ahmed Saeed bin Hazeem,
General Director of Dubai Courts, heads of courts,
heads of departments, the Chairman of the UAE Jurists
Association, and a number of key lawyers.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Bin Hazeem stressed the
importance of the strategic partnership between Dubai
Courts and law firms in Dubai, which aims at achieving
justice, and assist in the task of litigants to access their
rights. “Dubai Courts is always keen on excellence
and leadership, and aims at providing innovative and
modern procedures, along with meeting the needs of
litigants. Hence, an online service program has been
launched under the name ‘Al-Salfa’, allowing online
case registration without the need to be physically
present on the courts’ premises,” Bin Hazeem said.
He also added: “The first-of-its-kind in the Middle
East, this service allows law firms and all litigants
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The second service program allows plaintiffs to access
file archives online and print information about their
cases, judgments, decisions and other information,
without the need to visit the courts to acquire the papers.
The Dubai Courts director-general said the courts
department, in collaboration with strategic partners,
has also launched a pro bono legal advice program
titled ‘Sure’, where volunteering lawyers can offer free
legal consultations to litigants. This policy is aimed at
boosting confidence in the judiciary and facilitating
litigation for the public.
Dubai Courts also honored the chairman of the UAE
Jurists Association, the law firms co-operating with
the Dubai Courts, 46 lawyers who volunteered to
provide advice and offered nearly 670 hours of free
consultations, and ‘Al-Salfa’ program users.
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Source: Emirates News Agency

E-Fraud in Kingdom among
Lowest in the World: BMAC
RIYADH - Saudi Arabia is one of the countries
in the world with the lowest rate in financial
fraud committed by electronic information and
communication devices, and the rate matches
with globally accepted limit, the Banking Media
Awareness Committee (BMAC) disclosed at the
launch of its 5th edition of the anti-financial fraud
campaign entitled: «Don’t disclose it», held at Four
Seasons Hotel, Riyadh.
«Considering that the Kingdom is one of the lowest
in this kind of fraud was based on global financial
evaluation and ranking agencies, and not on
opinion of top officials of Saudi banks. Financial
fraud committed by electronic information and
communication devices include using stolen credit
cards, and stealing bank account code numbers or
personal financial information in order to illegally
generate money or financial benefits,» said Talat
Hafiz, the Secretary General of Banking Media
Awareness Committee of the Saudi banks, at the
press conference.
Financial fraud committed by electronic information
and communication devices include using stolen
credit cards, and stealing bank account code numbers
or personal financial information in order to illegally
generate money or financial benefits.
Hafiz stressed that the campaign this year will use
more channels to reach as much as possible our
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targeted audience. «These channels include print,
audio, video, social media, road advertisements,
street screens, and for the first time airport screens, as
well as smart communication devices. We will send
over 30 million messages in our campaign this year.
Also, we will target people of special needs through
the proper communication media,» he said.
Two other members of the committee participated
in the press conference. One of them, Mohammed
Al Yami, said the Saudi banks are going ahead in
modernizing their infrastructures and enhancing
their e-banking capabilities as the future of banking
lies in this type of capabilities.
«These capabilities mean more of flexibility,
efficiency, and performance. But these characteristics
cannot be sustained without the alert customers on
fraud, as this alertness keeps these attempts at their
lowest level,» he said.
The other member Dr. Mohammed Al Awad
mentioned that the launch of this campaign at this
time of the year, in the beginning of summer every
year, by commitment and in collaboration with
Saudi banks for the fifth consecutive year, comes
to coincide with the beginning of the exodus of
people abroad with large sums of money to spend
on vacation, the thing that necessitates financial
awareness efforts.
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Source: The Saudi Gazette

Arabic TLD First To Go Live;
Who Does What In Multi-Stakeholder
Internet Self-Governance

DURBAN - , شبكة, the Arabic word for “web” or “network”, the Russian words for “online” and “network”
and the Chinese word for “game” is one of the first
new top-level domains ready to go live after the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers
(ICANN) signed four contracts during its opening
session in Durban, South Africa. Despite what might
be seen as emblematic of a “greater” ICANN, discussions in Durban continue on discrepancies between
local law and ICANN contracts. They also continue
on the very functioning of the private multi-stakeholder model for self-regulating the name space itself.
In an effort to internationalize, ICANN announced
yet another engagement center at Geneva, to support
cooperation with international organizations like
the UN International Telecommunication Union.
ICANN just before the start of the meeting announced that 1,092 new TLDs have passed the initial
evaluation process – a check on technical, financial
and operational capability of the applicants for new
domain name zones, from (the Vatican’s application

for Catholic in Chinese) to .office (from US software
giant Microsoft).
The standard contacts for the new registry operators (who run the central database for the new name
zones) and the registrars (who sell the domains to
users) were completed just in time for Durban as a
pre-requisite to get the process moving.
Yet Registry Agreements (RA) and Registrar Accreditation Agreements (RAA), heavily debated
for months or even years, both still contain issues
that could cause problems for companies according
to their respective local laws. Data protection was
mentioned prominently at meetings of the ICANN
Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC).
Hubert Schöttner, from the German Ministry of Economics, warned that registrars could be trapped between ICANN contractual obligations and local law.
“As government, we need to balance the interests of
law enforcement, privacy and data protection,” he said
Source: Intellectual Property Watch
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Singapore
Best in
Asia for
Intellectual
Property
Protection
SINGAPORE - Singapore is the best in Asia for
Intellectual Property protection and the second
best in the world, the Intellectual Property Office
of Singapore said, citing a report by the World
Economic Forum.
The latest Global Competitiveness Report, with
Intellectual Property protection as one of the
criteria, covered nearly 150 countries and regions.
It is the third year in a row for Singapore to retain
the top ranking in Asia.
Singapore’s Intellectual Property Office said
its business-friendly Intellectual Property
regime has bolstered business confidence of
international conglomerates and attracted
long-term investment in research and
development by multinationals.
Singapore came in the second place in the
overall global competitiveness ranking,
trailing Switzerland. China’s Hong Kong
was the seventh, while Japan came in the 9th.
Source: Xinhuanet
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Saudi

Women
Get License
to Practice
Law
RIYADH- Four Saudi women were granted licenses
in October by the Ministry of Justice to practice law
in the Kingdom’s courts. Until now, Saudi women
who graduated from law school were previously
employed as legal consultants, but were banned
from practicing law in the courtroom and were not
given attorney status. They also could not own and
operate law firms.
The ministry’s move could have a wide-ranging
impact on Saudi Arabia’s domestic court
system. Women in divorce and custody cases
have long battled a system that favors fathers
and husbands.
According to the report, Saudi female
clients will now have an opportunity to be
represented by women who can empathize
with their plight. The ministry awarded
a license to Arwa Al-Hujaili, a King
Abdulaziz University graduate from
Jeddah, to become a legal trainee. AlHujaili can practice law once she
completes her three-year internship.
Source: World Bulletin
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World Bank Highlights Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Legal Contribution to Doing Business 2014
Report
TAG-Legal is part of the report due to its «remarkable
expertise and generous knowledge-sharing.»
AMMAN -November 2013- Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Legal (TAG-Legal) is again selected to be a regional
contributor to a report by the World Bank entitled
«Doing Business 2014: Understanding Regulations
for Small and Medium-Size Enterprises.»
The Doing Business 2014 Report is the 11th
edition of the Doing Business series. It assesses
the regulations affecting domestic firms in 189
economies, and ranks the economies in 10 areas
of business regulation, such as starting a business,
resolving insolvency and trading across borders.
This year›s report extends to collect data, for the
first time, from four new economies presented by:
Libya, Myanmar, San Marino, and South Sudan.
Whereas Doing Business indicator sets are featured
in the report through the role of minimum capital
requirements in starting a business; risk-based

inspections in dealing with construction permits;
the cost structure in getting electricity; single
window systems in trading across borders; e-filing
and e-payment in paying taxes; and e-courts in
enforcing contracts.
Singapore topped the global ranking on the ease
of doing business followed by Hong Kong SAR;
China; New Zealand; the United States; Denmark;
Malaysia; the Republic of Korea; Georgia; Norway;
and the United Kingdom.
It is worth mentioning that the offices that
contributed in the preparation of the report are
of the following countries: Iraq, UAE, Kuwait,
Bahrain, Egypt, Syria, Turkey, KSA, Oman, Jordan,
Lebanon, Qatar. However, and according to a
statement by the World Bank Group, TAG-Legal›s
participation in Doing Business makes an impact
to improve the daily business life of entrepreneurs,
as the report reveals an 18% increase in business
regulation reforms.
Source: Ag-IP News
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Jordan Constitutional Court Annuls
Article (11) Paragraph (C) of the Trade
Names Law

AMMAN - Jordan Constitutional Court stipulated the unconstitutionality of Article (11), Paragraph (C) of
the Trade Names Law No. (9) of the year 2006.
Following the Court’s decision, “the two disputed parties would have the right to appeal the decision
of the trade name’s registrar before the High Court of Justice, whether the decision was issued by the
registrar to cancel the trade name or to reject its cancellation.” The right of appeal in the decision to reject
the cancellation was not preserved before this decision.
Since the cancellation of a trade name requires the presence of the two parties: the applicant of the
cancellation action, and the owner of the trade name in question. In addition, it’s supposed that an
administrative decision be issued in this regard to either: accept the request of cancellation – so the holder
of the trade name loses, or reject the cancellation request – in this case the applicant for cancellation loses.
Therefore, each party would be granted equal legal and judicial means to defend their claims before the
same judicial authority.
However, Article (11), Paragraph (C) of the Trade Names Law No. (9) of the year 2006 didn’t equally grant
both parties the right to appeal the Trade Name Registrar’s decision before the competent administrative
court , and only granted the right to appeal before the High Court of Justice to the “holder of the trade name
in question” and deprived the other party from such a right. Therefore, and according to the Constitutional
Court, the article violates principle of equality which is guaranteed by article 6\1 of the Constitution and
leads to the deprivation of right of one party to refer the dispute to the Administrative court.
Therefore, the Constitutional Court decided the unconstitutionality of Article (11), Paragraph (C) of the
Trade Names Law No. (9) of the year 2006 and announced its annulment as of the date of the issuance of
this decision .
Source: Ag-IP News
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Abu-Ghazaleh: The Arab Center for Dispute
Resolution Becomes Operational January 2014
Following TAG-Domain Accreditation as Well
Known Registrar by ICANN
AMMAN - HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, president
of the Arab Intellectual Property, Mediation and
Arbitration Society announced that the Arab Center
for Dispute Resolution (ACDR) will start its
operations in January 2014.
The ACDR was approved by the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers
(ICANN) as an approved dispute resolution service
provider for the Uniform Domain Name Dispute
Resolution Policy (UDRP) in the Arab region.
The establishment of this Center represents a
significant step towards more Internet security for
the entire Arab region and the world at large. It will
maintain a variety of alternate dispute resolution
mechanisms to allow affordable alternatives to
litigation in order to resolve all types of disputes.
As the fifth globally accredited center in the world,
the ACDR will have particular significance for
focusing on domain name-related disputes capable
of being settled by arbitrators proficient in many
languages.
The ACDR is jointly established by the Arab
Intellectual Property Mediation and Arbitration
Society (AIPMAS) and the Arab Society for

Intellectual Property (ASIP), working to support
all countries, with both organizations under the
chairmanship of HE Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh.
The ACDR has a diverse scope of activities
including research, program development, outreach
at all levels, as well as fostering an international
staff knowledgeable and proficient in all aspects of
Intellectual Property, with a particular specialty in
domain name dispute resolution. To this end, the
Center will utilize most novel approaches such
as electronic interface, diverse knowledge of the
legal system as well as deep knowledge of standing
cultural and regional approaches to resolve legal
disputes.
On the other hand, the Center will develop solid
partnerships at all levels in an endeavor to support
systemic improvements to Intellectual Property
markets.
It is worth noting that TAG-Domains has been
accredited as an ICANN accredited registrar for
generic Top-Level Domains (gTLDs) back in 2002.
For more information, please contact us at ACDR@
aipmas.org.
Source: Ag- IP News
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ICANN to Release Nine New
Top-Level Domain Names
GENEVA- The Internet Corporate for Assigned
Names and Numbers (Icann) released details of nine
new publicly available domain names including
.guru, .clothing, .singles and .bike.
The domain names will go live at the end of
January next year. Other names made available
include .ventures, .camera, .lighting, .voyage and
.equipment.
The new domain names mark the start of a massive
increase in the number of top-level domains.
ICANN will be releasing new domain names and
will roll out around 1,400 new top-level domain
over the next few years.
The organization said that the new generic toplevel domains (gTLD) would allow users to find
the website they were looking for more easily while
enabling businesses and organizations to benefit
from having more relevant online names.

«From fashion brands and dating agencies, to
spiritual healers and cycle advocates, the launch
of these new domains mean consumers can easily
find specific content within each extension, while
businesses will benefit from a stronger and more
relevant online proposition,» said Jan Corstens,
project director of Icann›s Trademark Clearinghouse.
Last month, Icann president of the Generic Domains
Division, Akram Atallah, said that the expansion
of gTLDs was the «biggest change to the internet
since its inception.»
«In the weeks and months ahead, we will see new
domain names coming online from all corners
of the world, bringing people, communities and
businesses together in ways we never imagined,» he
said. «It›s this type of innovation that will continue
to drive our global society.» Four new domains
were launched last October including the Arabic
word for web, the Chinese word for game and the
Russian words for online and website.
Source: ITPro
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New “Pharmacy and Medicine Law”
Came into Effect Last November
Amman – The Parliament of Jordan has
recently passed a new “Pharmacy and
Medicine Law”. It was number (12) for the
year 2013. It was published in the official
gazette under number 5344 on the first of
October 2013. The law came into effect after
30 days from the date of publication, that is,
on the first of November 2013.

original one, with no prior approval, missing
a substance in the medicine’s formula , and
having the place of manufacture written on
the cover or inside the prescription which
differs from the real manufacturing location.
The law also indicates that buying or selling
counterfeit medicines shall be prohibited
within the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan or
in any of its duty free areas, economic and
development areas or transit areas. Fines and
sanctions of 3-5 years of hard labor shall be
imposed on violators, as provided for in article
(89) of the new law.

The law amended some articles related to
the practice of the profession of pharmacists,
drug trading, pharmaceutical inspections, safe
and secure medication, narcotics, granting
of licenses to pharmacies, pharmaceutical
industries and warehouses, and related
Many concerned entities and organizations
marketing and media.
praised the new law for its significant impact
The new law provides a firmer protection on pharmacists and their participation in the
for the Intellectual Property Rights for the General Organization for Food and Medicine
manufacture of pharmaceuticals through and its committees. The hope was expressed
better enforcement of article (81), which that the new law will help activate the role of
covers possible infringement cases relating the pharmacists bar association in the field
to medicines, such as holding a fake trade of drug trading and pricing, and strengthen
name or trademark, manufacturing medicine enforcement by specifying the manufacturing
through a different company rather than the sites and keeping an open eye on the quality
of pharmaceutical products.
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Publications

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Organization Releases
the Second Edition of
“Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Intellectual Property
Dictionary”
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org) recently issued “Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual
Property Dictionary”, which is deemed the fifth dictionary to be released among a series
of scientific, professional and specialized publications. This Dictionary is characterized by
the variety of aspects it covers, which you wouldn’t find combined in any of the traditional
dictionaries, it also contains the main terminologies that involve Intellectual Property reaching
up to ten thousand words.
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh stated that this updated second edition of the Dictionary is in
alignment with the latest developments in the Intellectual Property field.
This Dictionary mirrors the efforts exerted by experts from different fields at
TAG-Org mainly in translation, law, technical design and publications.
It was mainly issued to boost knowledge about Intellectual Property, including; the terminologies
used by judges, lawyers, professors and law students, it also meets the needs of businessmen,
companies and those working in the field of IP and in other economy –related sectors. This
dictionary constitutes a main addition in the series of scientific and professional dictionaries.
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Where We Operate
General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Ankara, Turkey
E-mail: turkey@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Baghdad, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: yemen@tag-legal.com

Erbil, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: jeddah@tag-legal.com
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