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TAGLegal Continues to Support
World Bank’s Annual Report on
Business Ease

AMMAN-As part of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAGLegal) efforts to enhance the
regulatory business environment locally and internationally, it is proud to announce its
continuous participation for the 10th year in a row in the World Bank’s annual business
report which ranks economies around the globe based on their ease of doing business.
The Doing Business report is an annual series published by the World Bank as a tool
to measure regulations affecting the business environment with the goal of achieving
solid reforms that will facilitate the regulatory procedures.
This year’s report which was published on October 27 under the title: “Measuring
Regulatory Quality and Efficiency” is the 13th edition of the series and has focused
on the quality of these implemented regulations and property protection around 189
countries then ranked them accordingly.
TAGLegal has conducted as a regional contributor; surveys in all of the UAE, Bahrain,
Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, KSA, Syria, and Turkey through its
operating offices in these countries; for which the World Bank has extended its gratitude
and acknowledged the organization’s generous support of its research team.
The report has covered 10 areas out of eleven that are affected by the business regulations
of each country; including: starting a business, dealing with construction permits,
getting electricity, registering property, getting credit, protecting minority investors,
paying taxes, trading across borders, enforcing contracts and resolving insolvency,
according to the Doing Business website.
It is worth mentioning that according to the report’s findings; 231 business has achieved
reforms during the last year, in addition to 122 economies that has developed their local
regulations with the main focus on reducing complexity and regulatory processes cost,
according the website.
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About Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal, is a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, providing
specialized legal services and advice in various aspects of corporate and business
activities, in addition to its leading role in the field of intellectual property as one of the
largest law firms specialized in the Arab region and has offices in all Arab countries and
some countries in the Middle East, as well as representative offices in most countries
of the world.
For more information please visit:
www.tag-legal.com

About the World Bank Group
The World Bank Group, which includes the International Finance Corporation, is
an international body aiming at the provision of funding and technical assistance to
developing countries. The report on Doing Business, is issued by the International
Finance Corporation and the World Bank.
For more information please visit:
www.worldbank.org
www.doingbusiness.org
Source: TAGLegal News
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1,150 Firms Get Qatari Licenses
in October
DOHA- More than a third of new
businesses and branch operations of
existing businesses licensed in the country
in October were for contracting and
construction activities.

Factories and cleaning companies came
next with a share of four percent each in
the total, while the remaining 52 percent
pertained to several other business
activities. At least 236 commercial
registrations were cancelled in October
The ministry has licensed a total of 1,150 and a majority of 76 percent of them
businesses and some 910 of them, or 79 (179) were branch operations of existing
percent, were new businesses.
businesses.
A tenth of the commercial registrations Limited liability companies (LLCs)
(CR) issued by the Ministry were for continue to be the most popular form of
construction companies.
businesses to be set up in Qatar as some 45
percent of newly licensed businesses and
The registrations included for both, new 38 percent of registered branch operations
businesses and for branch operations of were LLCs.
existing businesses.
Whereas most branch operations
Restaurants, fast food joints and vegetable registered in October (48 percent) were of
and fruit outlets accounted for five percent proprietorship companies.
of new businesses registered in the month.
They also included branch operations of The Peninsula
existing businesses.
Source: Thepeninsulaqatar.com
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Under New Labor Law, the Current
Two-Year Ban on Expatriates No
Longer Applicable in Qatar

DOHA - The new law regulating entry, exit
and residency of expatriates in Qatar has
transformed the Kafala (sponsorship) system
in the country into one that is controlled by
employment contracts, a senior official of
the Ministry of Interior has said.

system and inform his employer three days
in advance.

“No one will prevent an expatriate worker
from leaving the country and in case of any
objection (from the employer), both sides
can approach the grievances committee
When Law No. 21 of 2015 that regulates the which will look into the issue,” he added.
entry, exit and residency of expatriates in
Qatar comes into force towards the end of Al Atiq added that major changes have
2016, the current two-year ban on expatriates been made in the residency law including
who want to come back to the country on a change of the sponsorship (Kafala) system
new work visa will no longer be applicable. into one controlled by an employment
contract and accordingly the term sponsor
A foreign worker who has gotten a new (kafeel) has been replaced by employer.
contract to work in Qatar can come back
even the next day, provided he has met the When the employment contract is
other requirements like visa, a top official approved by the Ministry of Labor and
of the Ministry of Interior has clarified.
Social Affairs it becomes valid and binding
on both parties.
Addressing a press conference earlier,
Brigadier Mohammed Ahmed Al Atiq,
Assistant Director General of the
Department of Border, Passport and
Expatriates Affairs at the Ministry said
that the new law has done away with exit
permits that were an integral part of the
Kafala system.
To leave the country an employee needs
to apply to the departments concerned at
the Ministry of Interior through Metrash 2
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As in the old system, workers can change that it needs time to prepare for its
jobs any time if the current employer implementation.
issues a No Objection Certificate.
Expatriate workers with fixed job contracts
“As per provisions of the new law, closed can change their work and sign new
contracts shall not exceed a period of five contracts if they wish to do so at the end of
years. Workers who have open-ended the contract period. Explaining that they
contracts can move to another employer don’t need approval from their current
after spending a minimum of five years employer for this. However, an approval
period with the first employer” . Arabic is needed from the Ministry of Interior and
dailies quoted Saleh Al Shawi, Director of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs.
Legal Affairs at the Ministry of Labor and
Social Affairs, as saying.
Al Shawi added that expatriate workers
will sign new job contracts with their
When asked why the law comes into force employers after the new law comes into
one year after the date of its publication force because the law does not apply to
in the Official Gazette, Al Shawi said existing job contracts.
Source: Qatarscoop.com (Altered)
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TAG-Org and ICANN Establish the
1st Root Server instance in Jordan
AMMAN – Following the agreement signed
between Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property
(AGIP) and the Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN)
to host an L-Root server instance in
Amman, a new instance of L-Root server
is now successfully installed in Jordan, to
strengthen Internet infrastructure in Jordan,
and offer greater efficiency, stability and
security, in addition to an overall improved
Internet experience throughout Jordan.
The L-Root server, administered by ICANN,
refers to one of thirteen computers that
anchor the globe’s Domain Name Service
(DNS). Where computers locate one another
on a network by numeric address, humans
find it easier to use and remember names
(for instance, users typically remember
“agip.com” more easily than its IP address,
89.28.217.117). The Domain Name System
matches domain names with their correct
numeric addresses on the Internet.

fault tolerance and its resilience against
certain types of cyber threats, such as
Denial of Service (DoS) attacks. As
Jordan’s internet penetration expands, this
is an important contribution to the Internet
development in our country.”
It is worth noting that AGIP, through its
subsidiary TAG-Domains, is an ICANN
accredited registrar providing domain
name registrations under generic and
country-code Top-Level Domains.

Commenting on this achievement, Mr.
Baher Esmat, Vice-president of ICANN
Global Stakeholder Engagement, Middle
East, said: “I am very pleased with our
partnership with AGIP. We are happy to
have helped facilitate the launch of the first
new L-Root deployment in Jordan. This
new L-Root Instance will work towards
ensuring the robustness of the Domain
Name System Infrastructure in the country,
increase quality and enable end users to
Mr. Mahmoud Lattouf, Executive enjoy a better Internet experience as DNS
Director of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Domain queries take less time to resolve.”
Names (TAG-Domains), stated: “With
the deployment of an L-Root Server For more information about L-Root Server,
instance in Jordan, AGIP, member of Talal please contact us at:
Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org), info@tag-domains.com
fulfills its responsibility by increasing the Source: Agip.com
Domain Name System’s (DNS) overall
8

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

Tunisia Introduces Trademark
Procedural Changes
TUNIS - Tunisia has made some procedural
changes recently to its Trademark
Law. These changes affect trademark
applications and trademark oppositions
where an EU-style conciliation process
exists. The amendments were contained
in a new decree, Decree, No. 2015-303,
which has replaced Decree No. 2001-1603.

There is now an eight-month term from
the date of submission of the observations
within which the parties can seek
conciliation of the opposition;

Moreover, the period within which an
opponent may file proof of use of the
trade mark on which the opposition is
based has been increased from one month
The following changes have been included: to two months.
The introduction of electronic filing of For more information contact your local
trademark applications;
filing agent.
Establishment of provisions dealing Source: Ippreferential.com
with trademark registrations through the
Madrid Protocol;
Introduction of a two-month term for the
filing of any documentation that may be
required in order to support transactions
such as change of name, address,
ownership or assignment;
Extension of the term during which the
trademark applicant can file observations
to a trademark opposition, from 45 days to
two months from the date of notification
of the opposition;
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Single Form for All Madrid System
Applications
GENEVA- As the Madrid Protocol entered into force in Algeria recently, which was
the last remaining Contracting Party of the Madrid Union to be a member of the
Madrid Agreement only; thus the Protocol is now in force in every Contracting Party
of the Madrid Union and a single application form is to be used for all Madrid System
applications.
For practical purposes, the Madrid System now operates as a single treaty system,
introducing a number of practical changes that streamline the process for the registration
and management of marks.
Chief among these changes is the requirement to file all international applications using
the MM2 International Application form. Forms MM1 and MM3 are no longer applicable
and will not be available on the Madrid website. Any international application filed
using forms MM1 or MM3 on or after October 31, 2015 will be considered irregular in
accordance with the Common Regulations.
Source: Wipo.int
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Protocol Amending the Agreement
between India and Kuwait for the
Avoidance of Double Taxation and
the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with
Respect to Taxes on Income

KUWAIT CITY- The Union Cabinet
chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval
for the Protocol amending the Agreement
between India and Kuwait for the
avoidance of double taxation and the
prevention of fiscal evasion with respect
to taxes on income.

2006 for the avoidance of double taxation
and for the prevention of fiscal evasion
with respect to taxes on income, through
the Protocol.
Source: Pib.nic.in

The new Protocol provides for
internationally accepted standards for
effective exchange of information on
tax matters including bank information
and information without domestic tax
interest. It is further provided that the
information received from Kuwait in
respect of a resident of India can be shared
with other law enforcement agencies with
authorization of the competent authority
of Kuwait and vice versa.
It is worth mentioning that India and
Kuwait has signed the Double Taxation
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) signed in
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Where We Operate
General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Baghdad, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Erbil, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: yemen@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: jeddah@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

This Newsletter is Published by the Quality Control Department of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal)
© Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal 2015
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Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAGLegal) / quality.legal@tag-legal.com
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