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Saudi Arabia
Trademark Fees to Increase
RIYADH- From the 15th of October 2015, the official fees for the publication of
renewals and recordal of assignments in Saudi Arabia are expected to increase.
The old fees for publication of assignments were SAR500 ($133) and for renewals
SAR300 ($80).
The new fees are expected to reach SAR3000 ($800) for both; the publication of
assignments and of renewals. Therefore, applications for any renewals and assignments
shall be filed as soon as possible to avoid paying the new increased fees.
Source: Ippreferential.com
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Ten Gulf Banks Apply for
Qatar License
DOHA- At least eight to 10 banks from the
GCC countries have applied for license to
operate in Qatar, and they are likely to get
approval before the end of 2015.

economic cooperation. The change is part
of a broader strategy to establish a fullfledged common regional market and a
regional currency.

Some of the banks are seeking the Qatar
Financial Centre (QFC) route to enter the
state while others want to operate outside
of it. Since QCB is the pivotal licensing
authority, all of the banks have made their
applications to the banking regulator.

Qatar is providing license to GCC banks
on the condition that they would introduce
innovative and non-conventional products
and services to help improve the local market.

This aside, the banks will contribute to
Qatar’s economy in other ways as well —
Once approval is granted, they are expected by buying or leasing out property to set up
to meet the necessary requirements, complete branches and generating jobs.
the paperwork and begin their operations by
early 2016.
“After getting approval, the banks will,
naturally, be looking for locations to open
The aspiring banks to operate in Qatar branches and staffers to man those branches,”
are from Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, said Al Sharq.
Bahrain and Oman, Al Sharq reported earlier
quoting unnamed sources from QCB.
The demand for banking in Qatar and the
rest of the GCC has been going up. Thus, the
The GCC’s top leadership had decided at decision of allowing local banks to expand
their summits earlier to permit banks from their activities within the region came at time.
member-states to operate in one another’s
territory with the view of boosting regional Source: The Peninsula
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ICANN Announces New COI
Amendment Service
LOS ANGELES - The Internet Corporation
for Assigned Names and Numbers
(ICANN) launched the Continued
Operations Instrument (COI) Amendment
Service. A press release by ICANN stated
that this service will provide a method for
Registry Operators to request changes to
the level of funding in their COI. The COIs
are an important part of safeguarding the
operation of top-level domains (TLDs)
by ensuring sufficient financial resources
to cover critical registry functions in the
event of registry failure.
In December 2011, ICANN published
guidance to help Registry Operators
calculate the estimated costs for the
operations of a TLD based on their
projected domain registrations under
management (DUMs). Since that time,
the launch of new gTLDs has provided
Registry Operators with market-driven
data points on which to base their projected
DUMs. With the COI Amendment Service,
Registry Operators now have a mechanism
to request a change to the value of their
COI to align with the updated DUMs
projections of a TLD.

Registration for a minimum of six months.
To begin the process, the registry primary
contact must open a case in the GDD Portal
and submit a completed COI Amendment
Request Form.
ICANN is committed to ensuring that
sufficient financial resources are available
for the continuity of critical registry
functions. Specification 8 of the Registry
Agreement states Registry Operators shall
have a COI that provides for sufficient
financial resources to cover the five critical
registry functions.
ICANN’s mission is to ensure a stable,
secure and unified global Internet. To
reach another person on the Internet you
have to type an address into your computer
- a name or a number. That address has
to be unique so computers know where to
find each other. ICANN coordinates these
unique identifiers across the world.
Source: AG-IP News

To submit a request, Registry Operators
must be in good standing and the domain
must have been in General Availability/
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European Court Rejects
KitKat TM Bid
By Katy Askew
LUXEMBOURG CITY- The European
Court of Justice has rejected Nestle’s
attempt to gain a trade mark for the shape
of its KitKat chocolate bar, suggesting that
the shape itself is not distinctive enough for
consumers to associate it with the brand.

A spokesperson for Mondelez said that the
European ruling supported its argument
that the KitKat shape is not distinctive
enough to be trademarked. “We are
pleased by this ruling by the European
Court of Justice which is in line with our
contention that the shape of the Kit Kat bar
Nestle first attempted to gain UK trademark is not distinctive enough to be protected as
protection for its four-fingered KitKat bar a trade mark,” the spokesperson said.
in 2010. This was contested by Mondelez
International in 2011. A court in 2013 Source: Just-food
rejected the trademark bid saying it was
“devoid of inherent distinctive character,”
which Nestle then appealed.
The case will now return to the UK
High Court for further consideration, a
spokesperson for Nestle told Just-food.
The spokesperson said: “Nestle is
pleased with the decision of the Court of
Justice of the European Union and now
looks forward to the decision of the UK
High Court.”
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ICANN and UASG Announce Results
of Universal Acceptance Study for
New gTLDs
LOS ANGELES – Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN),
in conjunction with the Universal
Acceptance Steering Group (UASG)
announced the availability of a new report:
An Analysis of New gTLD Universal
Acceptance, a press release by the
Corporation stated. Universal Acceptance
(UA) is the concept of removing all
technical barriers that might hinder a user
from accessing any name in any top-level
domain (TLD) from any web browser,
email client, or other Internet application
on any computer or electronic device. The
report is sponsored by ICANN.
APNIC Labs, the research arm of the
Asia Pacific Network Information Centre
(APNIC), conducted the tests and analysis,
which included measuring overall and
per-country acceptance of certain generic
top-level domains (gTLDs) by end-users
and the domain name system (DNS) as a
whole. The tests showed that there were
no underlying infrastructure obstacles to
the accessibility of any TLDs.

“These results were in-line with our
expectations,” said ICANN’s Chief
Technology Officer, David Conrad.
“However, there will be need to make changes
to systems and software to fully leverage the
global opportunities these new TLDs enable.”
Conrad went on to note that the results of
the APNIC Labs tests identified occasional
problems with Adobe’s Flash product working
in Microsoft’s Internet Explorer and Mozilla’s
Firefox when accessing Internationalized
Domain Name (IDN) TLDs.
UASG Chair Ram Mohan said “The
problems identified in the report resulted
in a larger than expected number of IDN
TLDs being unresolvable, clearly an issue
for Universal Acceptance. The UASG is
reaching out to Microsoft, Mozilla and
Adobe to further investigate and mitigate
this issue identified in the report, and
ensure problems are resolved for all
TLDs.” Mohan also strongly encouraged
members of the Internet community to join
the UASG and facilitate the proliferation
of Universal Acceptance for all TLDs
Source: AG-IP News
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Where We Operate
General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Baghdad, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Erbil, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: yemen@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: jeddah@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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