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TAG-Legal Holds Brand Awareness
Workshop for the 3rd Year in A Row
AMMAN- Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal
(TAG-Legal) hosted a workshop on brand
awareness under the title: “Supervisory
Role of Public Sector in IP Protection”
in cooperation with Jordan Customs
Department along with the Crime
Investigation Department affiliate of the
Public Security Directorate.

Ghazaleh explained, is driven originally
by creativity.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh added that he is proud
of the Organization’s achievements in
Intellectual Property protection as a
leader in this field, and confirmed its
willingness to contribute persistently to
the development of intellect protection
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, chairman and regulating laws in the region to stay a
of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, model around the globe.
inaugurated the workshop highlighting
the importance of securing adequate Moreover, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh stated how
protection for Intellectual Property in international conferences always call for
the Arab region to achieve economic and stricter internal regulations as a means
social development which, as Dr. Abu- to achieve growth and development,
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expressing his satisfaction of current laws in Jordan which he described as meeting
international standards. However, he called for more control and inspection in this
regard, and the need to amend some existing penalties on infringement offenses to be
more deterrent.
Meanwhile, Head of the IP Section of the Crime Investigation Department, Major
Nart Sharkas, talked about the role of his Department in providing inclusive protection
for Intellectual Property through its various divisions; Protection of Commercial and
Industrial Property, Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, and Coordination and
Statistics. He also displayed some infringement cases the Department has dealt with
and directly reported to the trademark’s associate, adding that receiving late replies
from concerned associates would sometimes impede their work flow.
Major Ahmad Al-Sheyyab, Head of the Customs’ Intellectual Property Department,
highlighted their continuous efforts in this field as he stated that there are ongoing talks
to amend the law in terms of the eight-day period provided to contact the trademarks’
associate to be extended to ten days.
The workshop included presentations of well-known trademarks which illustrated
the special features to distinguish original products of each trademark’s owner from
counterfeited ones, aiming at increasing awareness among the participating authorities
and facilitating the seizure of fake products by recognizing these special features.
The annual workshop which took place at the Le Meridian Hotel is the third held
by TAG-Legal on distinguishing original products, through which the organization
seeks further cooperation with the public sector to achieve their mutual objective of
developing Intellectual Property protection in the region.
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Jordan Customs Organizes a Meeting
on Intellectual Property
AMMAN- On the occasion of World
Intellectual Property Day which is
globally celebrated on April 26, Jordan
customs has invited legal associates for
Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) holders
to an open discussion that gathered around
25 associates representing most of the
protected trademarks in the country.

Prosecution the required authorities to file
infringement claims aiming at activating
its role in IP protection, as it has also
facilitated theoretical and practical
training programs for its employees on
combating IP crimes.
Source: Petra News Agency (Translated)

During the meeting, participants discussed
the available and potential means to
prevent trademark infringement acts by
counterfeiters through borders measures.
Beside efforts which the Customs has
exerts to eliminate this phenomenon, it has
also established a specialized department
to handle related cases.
All these efforts has contributed to a
huge drop in the number of the registered
infringement cases to reach 254 cases for
last year compared to 400 in 2013 of ,
according to the department’s statistics.
It’s worth mentioning that the Customs
has proposed earlier a draft law that
amends related laws, to grant Public
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Mohammed bin Rashid Issues
Law on Practicing Economic
Activities in Dubai
DUBAI- In his capacity as Ruler of Dubai, Vice President and Prime Minister
of the United Arab Emirates His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum has issued Law No (14) of 2015 partially amending Law No
(13) of 2011 on the organization and regulation of economic activities in
Dubai and referred to hereafter as the Original Law.
The new Law amended Articles No. (4), (6), (19) and (31) of the Original
Law which include the authorities and responsibilities of Dubai’s
Department of Economic Development, licensing, establishment’s
obligations and settlements by conciliation.
The new Law defined the authorities and responsibilities of Dubai’s
Department of Economic Development to include: establishing the rules
and regulations for licensing, registering and listing businesses in the
commercial register, organizing and regulating economic activities in
Dubai including retail sector.
Further, Dubai’s Department of Economic Development is responsible for
describing and classifying economic activities according to the world’s
most advanced systems, issuing commercial permits for advertising and
marketing activities and regulating working hours for businesses.
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The Law also authorizes Dubai’s
Department of Economic Development
to establish, operate, oversee and enforce
an electronic system to measure sales
volume. Dubai’s Department of Economic
Development is also competent to inspect
violations of Intellectual Property rights,
combat commercial fraud, manage
trademarks and protection of trademarks,
consumer protection and monitor and
inspect commercial entities including
retail outlets to insure abidance to applied
laws and licensing terms and conditions.
Article (6) of the Law stipulates that no
natural or moral person may practice any
economic activity in the Emirate of Dubai
unless though a duly registered establishment
and after obtaining a license from Dubai’s
Department of Economic Development.

decisions on violations within the period
of time granted.
Pursuant to Article (31) of the Law, Dubai’s
Department of Economic Development
may enter settlements by conciliation with
the violating establishment conditionally
the establishment submits a request for
settlement within six months from the
date of violation, discharges 50% of
the fine due and enjoys a one-year clear
record of similar violations starting from
the date committing the violation subject
to the settlement. The establishment must
abide with the settlement’s terms and
conditions within the period specified
by Dubai’s Department of Economic
Development, otherwise the settlement is
considered null.
This Law annuls any other legislation that
contradicts or challenges its provisions.
The Law is to be published in the Official
Gazette and considered valid from the
date of publication.

The Law also prescribed the commercial
establishment’s obligations to include:
abidance to all laws, rules, regulations
and resolutions applied in the Emirate of
Dubai, informing the Department within
ten days about any change, update or WAM/tfaham
amendment occurs in the establishment’s Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
information or legal documents submitted
upon registration, using the commercial
name approved on the establishment’s
license in all business transactions and
enabling the Department’s employees to
enter the establishment’s facilities, review
its records and perform its legal duties.
The Law also obliges the establishments
to submit any data, information and/
or statistics to Dubai’s Department of
Economic Development upon request,
declare and register its selective country
of origin and abide with the Department’s
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Qatar’s Ministry Eases License Rules
for Businesses
DOHA- The Ministry of Economy and services, car and other showrooms, and
Commerce has eased licensing rules for law and audit firms.
some 55 business categories including
Other businesses included are exchange
some major sectors.
houses, grocery stores, supermarkets
The Ministry said fire safety certification and cafeterias, Internet cafes, ice cream
from the Civil Defense can be obtained parlors, massage centers, tailoring shops,
within 30 days from acquiring a commercial gold and jewelry shops, A/C repair outlets
license for the above businesses.
and laundries. The Ministry said that fire
safety certification was a must from the
The new rule came into effect from 17th Civil Defense Department of the Ministry
of May and is applied only to businesses of Interior for all the above businesses,
that use space of up to 250 square meters, while that the certification could be
or 2,690 square feet, according to the obtained within 30 days from acquiring
Ministry’s statement.
commercial license was the only relaxation
being made.
The previous rule stipulated that fire
safety certification from the Civil Defense “For this relaxation we have inked an
was required by these businesses before agreement with the Interior Ministry,”
having commercial license (CL).
said the Economy Ministry statement.

The idea is to provide encouragement to
The business activities include beauty
businesses by easing procedures.
salons, photo studios, sweet and flower
shops, butcheries, abattoirs, telecoms Source: The Peninsula Qatar
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TAG-Domains Becomes Accredited
Registrar for (.qa) and (.)قطر

AMMAN – Following the success of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Domain Names (TAGDomains) as an accredited registrar for “.Shabaka” (شبكة.), TAG-Domains announced that
it has become an accredited registrar for (.qa) and (. )قطرdomain names after passing the
final testing procedures of the Qatari Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA).
This achievement signifies another milestone for TAG-Domains, member of Talal AbuGhazaleh Organization (TAG-Org), which will offer online registration of (.qa) and
(. )قطرdomain names to all Internet users, irrespective of their geographical location.
TAG-Domains is an accredited ICANN registrar for the most popular generic Top-Level
Domains (gTLDs) (.com and .net) and country-code Top-Level Domains (ccTLDs) in
countries where TAG-Org provides its services.
For more information, please contact TAG-Domains at: info@tag-domains.com
Source: Agip.com
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New Arbitration Law is approved
in Bahrain

MANAMA- A new government-drafted law on international commercial arbitration in
Bahrain has been approved.
Shura Council has recently approved the bill, which had been “urgently” referred by
the Cabinet, meaning members only had two weeks to discuss the matter.
Another government-drafted law on commercial disputes involving foreign elements
was also approved.
Both bills were passed at the end of April by a narrow margin of MPs, who clashed with
Justice, Islamic Affairs and Endowments Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa,
and Parliament and Shura Council Affairs Minister; Ghanim Al Buainain over the
government’s use of “urgent” legislation.
Under the constitution, if “urgent” legislation is rejected by parliament or the Shura
Council, it is immediately referred by the Cabinet to His Majesty King Hamad, who
can ratify the bill or reject it.
Shaikh Khalid said both bills were in line with the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law principles.
He added: “The new bills will affect operations involving foreign companies and
firms, who are now investing in Bahrain or have plans to invest in future”.
“We will now follow international arbitration and allow foreign companies to have
their own representation, something that will bring confidence to our judicial system
of arbitration.”
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He revealed that Bahrain was currently handling arbitration cases of $14 billion worth
from neighboring countries through the Bahrain Chamber for Dispute Resolution American Arbitration Association.
“Arbitrators are in a difficult situation because they have several choices on which
law to use from which country, but now with the new dispute law, they will be able to
choose the most suitable without question from involved parties, protecting the rights
of all,” he said.
“Another issue is related to franchises and whether it would be the law of the mother company’s
country or leaseholder’s country’s- and the same goes for multinational companies.”
A number of Shura Council members criticized the use of the English word “franchise”
in the bill and said an Arabic equivalent must be used.
However, Shaikh Khalid and Council Chairman Ali Al Saleh defended its use, saying
that there was no direct Arabic equivalent
Source: Gulf-daily-news.com
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Where We Operate
General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Baghdad, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Erbil, Iraq
Email: iraq@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: yemen@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: jeddah@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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