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Algeria Joins the Madrid Protocol
(GENEVA) - Algeria has acceded to the Madrid Protocol for the International
Registration of Marks, transforming the Madrid System into a One Treaty System.
The Government of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria has deposited recently
with the Director General of WIPO its instrument of accession to the Madrid Protocol
Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks.
The Protocol will enter into force with respect to Algeria on October 31, 2015.
Signatory to the Madrid Agreement since July 5, 1972, the country was the last of the
95 members of the Madrid System which was not party of the Protocol.
This represents a milestone for the Madrid System and its users. From now on, all
international registrations of marks will be exclusively governed by the Madrid Protocol.
As a result, the filing and management of international registrations will be simplified.
Brand owners in Algeria will also benefit from this accession, gaining full access to the
territories covered by the Madrid Protocol for international trademark protection.

About the Madrid System
The Madrid System makes it possible for an applicant to apply for a trademark in a large
number of countries by filing a single international application at a national or regional
IP office of a country/region that is party to the system. It simplifies the process of
multinational trademark registration by reducing the requirement to file an application
at the Intellectual Property office in each country in which protection is sought. The
System also simplifies the subsequent management of the mark, since it is possible to
record further changes or to renew the registration through a single procedural step.
Source: Wipo.int
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Mohammed bin Rashid Issues Law
on Judicial Fees in Dubai Courts
DUBAI- Vice President and Prime
Minister of the United Arab Emirates His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum has issued, in his capacity as
the Ruler of Dubai, Law No. 21 for 2015
on the judicial fees in Dubai Courts.

It states that in case of a dispute regarding
the quantum of fees, it shall be referred
to the judge of the relevant court whose
decision shall be final and irrevocable.
The court, however, may reconsider the
amount of fees to be collected.

The Law aims at regulating the fees
imposed by the courts of law in Dubai for
the proceedings services in civil cases,
claims and cassations.

Under the Law, a fee deferment and
exemption committee shall be formed
through a resolution by the President
of Dubai Courts, and the committee’s
decisions shall be final and irrevocable.

The Law authorizes the Executive Council
of Dubai to amend the fees by means of
a resolution. It details provisions for the
cases, claims and cassation which are
exempted from the court fee.

All other legislations or rules in
contravention of the new law shall now
stand superseded. The Law is to be
issued in the Official Gazette and shall be
effective from September 1, 2015.
WAM/bashir
Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
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UAE President Issues Amended Law
on Federal Customs Authority

ABU DHABI- President of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, has
issued the amended Federal Law No. (8)
of the year 2015 on the Federal Customs
Authority (FCA) introducing a number of
amendments that came in line with efforts
of the UAE government to streamline the
work to safeguard the community, boost
the reputation of the country as a hub
nurturing businesses and investments,
facilitate trade, and improve the UAE’s
global competiveness.

Comprising 23 articles, the Law addresses
FCA’s mandate, as well as introduces
senior management positions of the
authority and their mandates. The amended
Law will replace Law No. 1 of the year
2003 on establishing the Federal Customs
Authority and its previous amendments.
The Federal Customs Authority shall be
an independent entity with an independent
budget and report to the UAE Cabinet.

The amendments to the Law will help
improve the role of the FCA in supporting
customs work in the UAE which will
The amended law aims to improve the eventually contribute in the community,
competitiveness of customs work by boost trade and ease business doing.
boosting performance and system. It also
seeks to unify all customs procedures, which The FCA is responsible for customs-related
facilitate work in UAE’s border checkpoints. matters in the UAE by developing the
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general policy on customs in cooperation
with local customs entities, supervising
and monitoring the implementation of the
policy after adoption by the UAE Cabinet.
The authority also proposes customsrelated legislations and ensures due
implementation. The amended Law will
enable the authority to prepare, unify, and
adopt customs risk management criteria
as well as develop joint regulations to
manage risks. It shall also adopt bestin-class practices in customs and ensure
implementation across the UAE.

Pertaining to Judicial powers, the FCA’s
staff, whose duties are set according to
Minister of Justice’s decree, shall have
judicial powers to undertake legal actions
according to provisions of the law.
On organizational matters, the amended
Law introduces a new title of chairing the
authority as “Customs Commissioner”,
a minister-grade position, and shall
be appointed by a federal decree for a
renewable tenure of three years. It is
the most supreme power to oversee the
FCA and responsible for managing the
affairs and policies of the Authority,
issuing organizational decrees, proposing
legislations and exercising powers as
granted by the law.

The FCA is also tasked with setting
tariffs on customs services and ensuring
implementation in cooperation with
relevant local entities to be endorsed by
the Cabinet. In addition, it shall develop
and endorse customs procedures for The amended Law No. (8) of the year 2015
inspection, tariffs, date and licenses as on the Federal Customs Authority will be
well as monitor the implementation.
effective six months after it is published in
the Official Gazette
The FCA shall inspect imported, exported
and in-transit commodities in all customs WAM/Rasha/AAMIR
checkpoints across the UAE. If requested, Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
the body may operate customs checkpoints in
the UAE. The FCA also gleans and publishes
customs-related data and statistics in the UAE.
Meanwhile, the scope of work of the
Authority is implementing measures to
ensure UAE joins the Customs Union
of the Gulf Cooperation Council and
any other customs unions. The FCA will
develop and endorse a central mechanism
in cooperation with relevant local customs
entities to levy and distribute customs
fees with GCC Member States according
to conventions in place. It also provides
necessary support to local customs
departments if requested and any other
tasks as mandated by the UAE Cabinet.
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30 Companies Violate Midday Break
Law Across the UAE
ABU DHABI- The Ministry of Labor
(MoL) has said that inspectional visits
uncovered 30 companies violating the
Midday Break Law.
Out of the 27,000 visits conducted between
mid-June and the end of July, inspectors
reported around 30 violations of the Law
which bans laborers from working on-site
between 12:30 pm and 3:00 pm, said the
Ministry.
Maher Al Obed, assistant under-secretary
for Inspectional Affairs, said that the MoL
has entered its 11th year of implementing
the decision, and that statistics show high
rates of commitment to the law. “The
decision aims to protect workers’ health
and safety during extreme conditions such
as working in high temperatures in the
summer season,” he said.

Apart from catching violations during
visits, inspectors distribute brochures to
help raise awareness amongst laborers and
emphasize the importance of complying
with the decision.
The decision also urges business owners
to provide shaded areas for workers
during the break period, adopt an 8-hour
workday, and reimburse laborers for
overtime according to the provisions of
Federal Law No. 8 of 1980.
Al Obed also said that violators will be
fined AED5,000 per worker found working
during banned hours, not exceeding
AED50,000, risk a temporary shut-down
and a reduction in their classification.
The Assistant Under-Secretary added,
“There are some exceptional cases that
require continuation of work during those
periods for technical reasons, but employers
are obliged to provide cold drinking water,
safety tools and materials, including salt,
lemon, and fresh salads, which are all
required necessities as approved by health
authorities in the country.”
WAM/Rasha/Moran
Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
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Online Salary Payments from
August 18 in Qatar
DOHA- Qatar launched on August 18 the
much-awaited Wage Protection System
(WPS) whereby all private sector workers
will be paid salaries online through
banking channels.
An extensive database of all workers as
part of WPS was ready with the Ministry
of Labor and Social Affairs, having been
prepared in cooperation with Qatar Central
Bank (QCB) and the Ministry of Interior.
Several banking and financial institutions
are taking part in WPS being implemented
by the labor ministry in coordination
with QCB. The supervisory authority is
the ministry, which has set up a separate
inspection unit with inspectors to monitor
WPS. Companies that fail to comply with
WPS will be taken to task.

will credit online salaries of workers to
their accounts and the workers will be
notified of transfers.
It is not known if a company will have
to use its existing bank or would need to
open a separate account with a bank the
labor ministry-QCB suggest. It is also
not known if workers will have to choose
banks to open WPS accounts or the labor
ministry-QCB will assign them banks.
The WPS inspection unit will follow up
and see which firms have not complied
with the system.

It’s worth mentioning that as part of a
promised labor reform, on February 18
Qatar issued a law mandating private
firms to pay their workers’ wages on time
through electronic transfer system. They
were given six months to comply with the
Companies (covered by the labor law, as system as the deadline ended on August 17,
private firms are) will have to make CSV hence WPS was launch the following day.
files to save data in a table-structured format.
The tables will carry workers’ names and Source: The Peninsula Qatar
payable salaries in serial numbers.
Companies will also be required to save
CSV files in CDs or whatever other
format they and their banks agree. All
WPS beneficiary workers will have bank
accounts, it is understood. A company will
transfer salaries of its WPS-beneficiary
workers to its bank which will check data
and whether the firm has sufficient balance
in its account. If not, the bank would get
back to the company. Otherwise, the bank
8
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Latest Developments on VAT and
Corporate Tax in the UAE
ABU DHABI- Following the role of
the UAE Ministry of Finance, MoF,
in developing and coordinating the
country’s financial policies, the Ministry
has confirmed that the UAE has been
conducting a series of studies on the
implementation of a draft VAT law, along
with the other GCC countries. This is
based on a previous agreement between
the UAE and all GCC states to impose
a VAT tax law simultaneously. The draft
law is still pending and under negotiation
due to the absence of a final agreement
between GCC countries on the tax rate
and a list of tax exemptions.
The MoF has conducted several feasibility
studies on taxation and its social and
economic implications, the latest being in
2014, which was completed in early 2015.
The studies will determine the impact of
taxes on the growth of the regional economy
and UAE’s global competitiveness.
An announcement will be made once a
final agreement on imposing a VAT law is
reached. Concerned sectors and entities will
have around 18 months after the enactment

of the law to implement and fulfill the
requirements of their tax obligations.
This timeframe was set due to the UAE’s
previous approval of the draft VAT law
framework, to be applied on a GCC level.
The MoF, in coordination with the UAE’s
local entities, has prepared draft laws on
creating a federal tax authority, a draft law
for tax procedures and a draft law for VAT,
which include the components agreed upon
in the GCC draft law. These draft laws are
still being studied to ensure their alignment to
the country’s specifications and procedures.
With regards to corporate tax law, the
Ministry conducted a number of studies on
the effects of imposing taxes in the UAE
and presented it to relevant authorities.
The draft law is still under study with
regards to the tax rate to be imposed. The
developments on the draft law on corporate
tax will be announced once completed to
allow concerned entities a time limit of
no less than a year to fully prepare for the
implementation and fulfillment of their
tax obligations, after the approval and
issuance of the law.
WAM/Rasha/Moran
Source: Emirates News Agency (WAM)
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US Circuit Court Upholds ICANN’s
Defense of the New gTLD Program
LOS ANGELES, California - The United
States’ Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals has
affirmed the dismissal of antitrust and other
claims against ICANN made by a company
called name.space, related to ICANN’s new
generic Top Level Domain (gTLD) Program,
in an opinion published today [PDF, 116
KB], a press release by ICANN stated.

ICANN’s General Counsel and Secretary.
“The rules and procedures governing the
New gTLD Program were created through a
global, inclusive, open and multistakeholder
process, following a bottom-up policy
development process leading to consensusbased policy recommendations. Accordingly,
the Court found it could not “infer an
anticompetitive agreement’ from the facts
In 2013, a federal district court dismissed presented in this case.”
all of name.space’s claims, and today the
Ninth Circuit affirmed that dismissal in all In finding in favor of ICANN, the
respects. name.space alleged that ICANN Court determined that “ICANN is not a
violated the Sherman Act, and various competitor” in the three relevant markets
trademark and other laws, in establishing the plaintiff identified as the basis of its
the New gTLD Program and setting the monopolization claim (citing the tests
application fee for new gTLD applications from Section 2 of the Sherman Act):
at US$185,000. name.space also suggested
that ICANN should set aside names found 1. The market to act as a TLD registry;
2. The international market for domain names;
in name.space’s “alternative internet.”
3. The market for blocking or defensive
The plaintiff claimed that the rules and
registration services.
procedures governing the 2012 New gTLD
Program Application Round were the result Finally, the Court also found that name.
of an illegal conspiracy between ICANN, space’s trademark claims were not ripe,
its board members and domain-name and its common law claims did not allege
industry insiders, citing U.S. antitrust law sufficient facts to be able to state a claim
(specifically Section 1 of the Sherman Act). against ICANN.
“We are pleased that the Ninth Circuit agreed ICANN was represented in this matter by
with the dismissal of the claims against Jones Day.
ICANN in this matter”, said John Jeffrey,
Source: AG-IP News
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