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TAG-Legal Organizes a Workshop
on How to Recognize Counterfeit
Goods- Jordan
AMMAN - In collaboration with Dabur International Ltd, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Legal (TAG-Legal) organized a specialized workshop on April 26, 2009 at the
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh College of Business to discuss the infringement of Dabur
products in Jordan.
The participants included officials and officers
from various governmental entities such as
Jordan Institution for Standards and Metrology
(JISM), the Customs Department, the Public
Security Directorate, Forensic Department, and
The Anti-Smuggling Department.
The workshop provided an introduction about
the company profile delivered by Mr. Rizwan
Abidi, the general sales manager of Dabur, and
was proceeded by a presentation explaining the
differences between the company>s original
products and the infringing merchandise.
The one-day event aimed at raising awareness
among the participants who came from all
districts in Jordan through providing them
with tips on how to differentiate the infringed

products from the authentic ones, which
consequently will help prevent infringed
products from entering the country.
“This event is like a benchmark for future
cooperation between the private sector and
the governmental authorities to work hand
in hand in protecting the consumers and
manufacturers’ rights” stated Mr. Laith Damer,
Corporate Department manager.
TAG-Legal Jordan Office Manager, Ms. Hayja Abu
Al-Hayja, concluded the workshop explaining
the legal areas of Intellectual Property
Rights (IPRs) protection in the kingdom, and
was followed by statements from Dabur’s
representatives and the participants expressing
their satisfaction with the event.
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KUWAITI WOMEN
Make History by Winning
Parliament Seats
KUWAIT CITY- Women achieved another historical
milestone by winning their first ever seats in the
oil-rich Gulf state>s parliament, according to official
results released on May 17, 2009.
US-educated liberal Aseel al-Awadhi and Rula
Dashti were declared among the first 10 winners
in the third district. Awadi came in second position
while Dashti was in seventh place.
Two other women were almost certain of bagging
seats in other districts, the results of which were
due to be announced shortly.
Awadhi, 40, is a professor of political philosophy at
Kuwait University. She got her doctorate from the
University of Texas at Austin.
«It>s a victory for Kuwaiti women and a victory for
Kuwaiti democracy,» a jubilant Awadhi told AFP
after the announcement of results.
«This is a major leap forward,» she said.
Awadhi was expected to win but no one predicted
she would come in second place.

Dashti, who has a doctorate in economics from
Jon Hopkins University in the United States, is
the chairwoman of the Kuwait Economic Society.
She had been a leading figure in the struggle of
Kuwaiti women to win their political rights. Liberal
activist Massuma al-Mubarak, who made history by
becoming the first Kuwaiti woman minister in 2005,
was leading all candidates with a big margin in her
district. Independent candidate Salwa al-Jassar was
in seventh position in her district.
Kuwaiti women, who make up 54.3 percent of
the 385,000 eligible voters, were running in the
elections for only the third time after they were
enfranchised in 2005.
Sixteen female candidates were among the 210
hopefuls standing for the 50-seat parliament. In the
previous two elections no women won seats.
Kuwaitis voted on Saturday to elect their second
parliament in a year after Emir Sheikh Sabah alAhmad al-Sabah dissolved the outgoing parliament
in March following a standoff between MPs and the
government.
Source: Zawya
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China Tops 2009
IPRs Offender List
BEIJING- The United States Trade Representative
(USTR) put China atop its annual list of offenders
of Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) on April
30, 2009, citing concerns that Beijing had
loosened its piracy crackdown in the
ongoing financial crisis.

Where pirated DVDs of Hollywood movies largely disappeared from Beijing>s streets
during the Olympics last summer, touts and vendors selling illegal discs of new releases
for about $1 each have returned en masse.
In releasing its annual report on the adequacy and effectiveness of IPRs protection by
the United States (US) trading partners, China and Russia topped the priority watch list of
offenders that also included Canada for the first time and left off South Korea for the first
time.
«I am particularly troubled by reports that Chinese officials are urging more lenient
enforcement of IPR laws, motivated by the financial crisis and the need to maintain jobs,»
said USTR Ambassador Ron Kirk in a statement.
«China needs to strengthen its approach to IPRs protection and enforcement, not weaken
it,» he added.
Twelve countries comprise this year>s priority watch list: China, Russia, Algeria, Argentina,
Canada, Chile, India, Indonesia, Israel, Pakistan, Thailand, and Venezuela. These countries
will be the subjects of the USTR>s focus in the coming year.
South Korea was removed from the list «in recognition of the significant improvements
it has made during the past year, and the Korean Government’s policy direction of
continuing to place a priority on improving its IPRs regime,» the office of the USTR said in
a statement from Washington, D.C.
Source: http://www.hollywoodreporter.com
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TAG-Legal
at Health and Human Rights
National Training Workshop
MANAMA- TAG-Legal’s representative in Bahrain, Mr. Akram Hage took part in the Health and
Human Rights National Training workshop that was held on May 13-14, 2009 at the Crown Plaza
Hotel in Manama.
The two-day workshop was organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in cooperation with the
Ministry of Health in Bahrain, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the World
Health Organization (WHO).
The event was inaugurated by welcoming speeches by the Chairman of Universal Periodic Review
(UPR) Steering Committee, Dr.Nazar Sadeq Al Baharna, the Minister of Health, Dr. Faisal Al Hamar,
and the UNDP Regional Representative followed by an introduction of participants.
The forum highlighted the combined efforts of both organizations, the WHO and the UNDP, in
conducting factual studies in all of the Arab states, Europe, USA, and Africa, which aim at motivating
the governmental entities, the public and the private sectors to cooperate in providing citizens in
general and the needy individuals in particular with proper health treatment.
Some of the main issues discussed were health as a human right, human rights and the right to
health within a national context, as well as national human rights institutions and their role in the
promotion and protection of the right health.
The speakers used a comparative approach in demonstrating the results of the studies and called
on creating a unanimous effort between the private and public sectors to solve the problems and
challenges the health sector faces in the kingdom.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
OFFICE APPROVES
SOFTWARE PATENT FOR UK
LONDON – Software that allows programmers to
program a mobile phone system remotely from a
computer can be patented because it is more than
just a software program, the Intellectual Property
Office (IPO) has ruled on May 5, 2009.The ruling
overturned an initial decision that the invention
is unpatentable because it consisted of nothing
more than a computer program.The Patents Act
stated that something cannot be patented if it consists only of a program for a computer. The UK-IPO
has historically been stricter in denying software
patents than European patent authorities, despite
United Kingdom’s law being based on the European Patent Convention, on which the European
Patent Office bases its decisions. The United States
allows software to be patented.

The patent for programming mobile phones was
first registered by Intuwave, then passed to Symbian
and finally to Nokia, which appealed an initial UKIPO decision to refuse it.
The invention allowed a computer to control a
mobile phone while software was being developed,
which Nokia said was an improvement over using
the mobile phone>s controls to develop software
and using a computer emulator of the phone,
which were the methods used until now for
development.
UK-IPO hearing officer and deputy director Andrew
Bartlett, upheld the appeal and allowed the patent
to be registered because the invention made a
technical contribution> when compared with
previous inventions in the field, or <prior art>.
Source: http://www.out-law.com/page-9995
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ndia Heads Advanced

Nations in Enforcing IP Laws

NEW DELHI - India has been ranked top globally for enforcing Intellectual Property (IP) laws, ahead
of some of the most advanced nations, like the United States (US) and the United Kingdom (UK).
According to a survey conducted by London-based Consumers International ,published on May 6,
2009, South Korea, China, the US and Indonesia follow India in the «best rated countries» category
of its IP Watch List 2009.
«The list of countries that best support the interests of consumers is dominated by large Asian
economies; but they are in odd company with the United States, which has regularly criticized those
same countries for failing to adequately protect and enforce Intellectual Property Rights,» the survey
stated.
«This reflects the fact that US policy makers apply double standards when comparing their own
copyright system to systems from abroad,» it added.
India has been awarded an overall rating of «A», reflecting how well the country observes consumers>
interests in its national copyright law and enforcement practices. Significantly, the UK, the country
where copyright law was first developed in the 16th century, has been put among the worst-rated
nations. Other countries in this category include Thailand, Argentina, Brazil and Chile.

Source: http://www.business-standard.com
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New Law Allows

Non Jordanian

Workers to Join Trade Unions
AMMAN - The Cabinet approved on May 12,
2009 a new version of the Labor Law, which
aims to better regulate the recruitment and
employment of non-Jordanian laborers.
The draft law allows guest workers to join
trade unions. It also intensifies penalties
on recruitment agencies that violate labor
regulations, Minister of State for Media Affairs
and Communications Nabil Sharif told reporters
following the weekly Cabinet meeting.
«The draft is among several pieces of legislation
placed atop the agenda of the Lower House to
debate during its forthcoming extraordinary
session,» Sharif said.
He added that the amended law ensures
creation of more jobs for unemployed
Jordanians and deals on an equal footing with
local and foreign workers regarding their labor
rights. Under the new draft, workers> rights
will be made clear for non-Arab workers in
their native language in order to acquaint them
with their rights before signing employment
contracts with local establishments, provided
that the contracts are drafted in line with the
Social Security Corporation system.
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«The amended draft law entitles non-Jordanian
workers to subscribe to relevant trade unions
under certain conditions. In addition, it
introduces special regulations with regard to
collective negotiations between workers and
employers over improvements of the workers>
conditions,» Sharif said.
He said that the bill gives more flexibility for
trade unions and employers associations to be
more responsible in regulating their respective
trades.
He added that the changes to the 12-yearold Labor Law are meant to respond to
developments in the labor market and addresses
several loopholes in the current law, stressing
that the proposed changes are in line with
international standards the Kingdom adheres
to as a member in Arab and international labor
organizations.
He underlined that the final draft was prepared
in coordination and consultation between
concerned parties, namely laborers, employers
and the government in addition to other
stakeholders.
Source: Zawya

Copyright
Debate
Goes Online

LONDON - David Lammy MP, Minister of State for Intellectual Property, took the copyright
debate online, on May 15, 2009, with the launch of a micro website encouraging
consumers and stakeholders to join the debate and help shape the future of copyright,
a press release by the UK Intellectual Property Office (UK-IPO) stated.
The site brings together all of the evidence that
the UK-IPO has collected since the copyright
strategy was launched in December 2008. It
also outlines some of the key emerging issues
which will be the focus of further work over the
next few months. Speaking about a copyright
agenda for the 21st century Lammy said:
«Copyright affects everyone.
The technological changes we have seen over
recent years have fundamentally altered the
way we distribute and share works, bringing
new opportunities for us all and new challenges
as well.
«We need to work together to identify how
the system needs to evolve. Consumers and
everyday users are as much a part of that
debate as large creative businesses and famous
artists.
«I am grateful for all of the contributions we
have received so far. I now want to take the
debate to the next stage and look in more detail
at some specific issues. As we do this I want to
make sure people are able to contribute to the
debate and encourage those who have not yet
engaged to take part.»

In February and March, a number of research
events were held to seek peoples’ views on
the future of copyright. As well as roundtable
events in London, research workshops were
held in the regions to engage with consumers,
creators and small businesses. External reports
on these events have been published.
These events created a rare opportunity to
not only see what consumers thought but
to engage them in roundtable debates with
creators and small businesses where they
considered how the copyright system works
now and what if anything needs to change.
The consumers were keen to have their say on
a range of issues, including the importance of
access and issues linked to terms and price, the
need to reward creators and the problems of
online piracy.
The key themes that have emerged from all
of this work will shape the debate over the
coming months and the micro website will
facilitate this with discussion forums on the
topics of consumer uses of copyrighted works;
protection for creators; collective licensing; and
public policy goals, to elicit further input from
stakeholders.
Source: Ag-IP News
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Article of the Month

Introduction to Internet

Crimes II

By Ms. Deema Abu- Zuleikha

Ms. Deema Abu-Zulaikha has a LL.B degree in Law and a Master degree in Intellectual
Property Rights from the University of Jordan. She is TAG-Legal’s Quality Control Manager
at the General Administration Office.

As a way of raising awareness on the increasing internet crimes and violations, we are
presenting you a simplified study prepared by Ms. Deema Abu-Zuleikha, in a series of 3
tackling upon the basic issues and problems of the internet from a legal point of view.
Part III:
- Melissa:
This virus caused millions of dollars of damage by disrupting networks all over the world.
Its creator (David Smith) was sentenced to jail for 20 months by a United States court.
A judge in New Jersey also fined Smith $5,000 and ordered him to stay away from computer
networks or the internet unless authorized by the court.
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IV.2.c Unauthorized access (hackers):
- Unauthorized access to a computer system
can be motivated by a computer hacker’s
curiosity or perhaps by desire to damage
the computer system. Hackers frequently
impersonate the system administrator using
default maintenance passwords, which the
real system administrator failed to change, to
break in to the system. The modern hacker can
bypass existing system password protection by
creating a Trojan horse program to capture the
passwords of legitimate users of the system.
- In USA the losses of hacking is estimated
between $ 150 billion and $ 300 billion a year;
however, many companies do not report
computer theft. Hackers can render an internet
IP address virtually inoperative by bombarding
it with thousands of email messages or
postings using automatic tools. In response
to the potential rise in hacker related crimes,
and because of the bad effect of those hackers
the FBI has opened new offices to deal with
computer crime.
- One of the most famous hacking activities
was when a hacker of 12 years old from the
Argentine threatened US computers and
gained an access to the Pentagon, NASA, and
Navy computers and retrieved information
about nuclear installations and defense
programs. This case is the first case in which
the government obtained a court order to tap
private electronic communications.

For example in Computer misuse action in UK
stated that (a person is guilty of an offence if:
1- He causes a computer to perform any
function with intent to secure access to any
program or data held in a computer,
2- The access he intends to secure is
unauthorized, and
3- He knows at the time when he causes the
computer to perform the function that that is
the case).

Also under the same section stated
that:
(A person guilty of an offence under
this section shall be liable on summary
conviction to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding six months or to a fine
not exceeding level 5 on the standard
scale or both) .
But in my point of view penalties
against Cyber crimes around the world
are very insignificant when compared
with the effect of these crimes and the
amount of damages caused.

The crime of unauthorized access is criminated
in many laws but we are still looking forward to
regulate this behavior in Jordan .
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Meet Our Staff
Mr. Akram Hage

Mr. Akram Hage is the Office Manager of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal
in Bahrain; he has a Masters degree in Law from the Holly-Spirit
University- Lebanon, and has gained an extensive experience in the
legal field through working in different countries in the Middle East.
Mr. Hage is a member of the Arab Society for Intellectual Property
(ASIP) due to his legal experience in Intellectual Property field as in
trademarks, copyrights, patents, and trade secrets.
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Where We Operate
General Administration

P.O. Box: 921100, Amman 11192, Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan
Telephone: (962-6) 5 100 900
Fax: (962-6) 5 100 901
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Street Address: Prince Shaker bin Zaid Street Shmeisani,
Amman, Jordan
Algeria, Algeria
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: taglegal.bahrain@tag-legal.com
Cairo, Egypt
Representatives:
Mr. Mohamed H. Abd El-Sadek
Mr. Bader EL-Dein Abdel khalek
Email: taglegal.egypt@tag-legal.com
Gaza Strip, Palestine
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Jeddah Office:
Representative: Fadi Obiedat
Email: taglegal.jeddah@tag-legal.com
Khobar Office:
Representative: Mr. Mohammed Sulieman
Email: taglegal.khobar@tag-legal.com
Khartoum, Sudan
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Damascus, Syria
Email: taglegal.syria@tag-legal.com
Tunis, Tunisia
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Ankara, Turkey
Representative: Ms. Ozlem Meric
E-mail: taglegal.turkey@tag-legal.com
United Arab Emirates

Baghdad, Iraq
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Amman, Jordan
Representative: Ms. Hayja’a Abu Al-Hayja’a
Email: taglegal.jordan@tag-legal.com
Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: taglegal.kuwait@tag-legal.com
Beirut, Lebanon
Representative: Ms. Soha Al Masri
Email: taglegal.lebanon@tag-legal.com
Tripoli, Libya
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Casablanca, Morocco
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Muscat, Oman
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Karachi, Pakistan
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Doha, Qatar
Email: taglegal.qatar@tag-legal.com

Sharjah Office:
Representative: Mr. Rami Omar Abdellatif
Email: taglegal.uae@tag-legal.com
Abu Dhabi:
Representative: Mr. Moutaz Abdullat
Email: taglegal.abudhabi@tag-legal.com
West Bank, Palestine
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Sana’a, Yemen
Email: taglegal.yemen@tag-legal.com
China
Shanghai Office
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Beijing Office:
E-mail: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Edinburgh, UK
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com
Montréal, Canada
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Saudi Arabia
Riyadh Office:
Representative: Mr. Maher Melhem
Email: taglegal.ksa@tag-legal.com
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