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HH Sheikh
Mansour Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan
Passes a Resolution
to Form Lease
Dispute Resolution
Committees in Abu
Dhabi
ABU DHABI–HH Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Presidential Affairs and Chairman of the Abu
Dhabi Judiciary Department, passed a resolution
to form Lease Dispute Resolution Committees
in Abu Dhabi, and to regulate the procedures
followed before these Committees.
Pursuant to the Resolution, the committees shall
promptly settle disputes resulting from lease
relationships between the lessor and lessee, and
shall decide upon temporary procedures sought
by either party in the lease contract.
The Resolution states that each committee will
have a chairman and at least three members from
the Judiciary or three experienced individuals
known for their neutrality and integrity. Those
members shall be appointed by the Chairman of
the Judiciary Department upon a recommendation
from the Judiciary Council.
The Committee of Cassation is located in Abu
Dhabi. However, the location of the Committee of
First Instance and the Committee of Appeal shall
be subsequently determined by the Chairman of
the Judicial Department upon a recommendation
from the Judicial Council.
MENAFN.COM
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TAG-Legal Jordan and
ABRO Hold a Workshop on
Anti-Counterfeiting
By Zainab Salem
AMMAN–In parallel with its stated objectives of
fighting counterfeit products, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Legal Jordan (TAG-Legal Jordan), in association
with ABRO Industries Inc, have recently organized
a workshop on anti-counterfeiting.
The workshop held at Talal Abu-Ghazaleh College of
Business (TAG-College) aimed at raising awareness
of counterfeiting in general and counterfeit ABRO
products in particular. It was attended by Mr.
William Mansfield, ABRO Director of Intellectual
Property, Mr. Issa Karmout and Mr. Rami Issa
Karmout, the owners of Transocean Building
Material Co., the exclusive agent of ABRO products
in Jordan and Mr. Nidal Isaid, Sales Administrator
in Transocean Building Material Co., in addition
to a number of TAG-Legal Jordan team, including
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Ms. Deema Abu Zulaikha, Ms. Hayja’a Abu AlHayja’a, Mr. Nayef Abu Alim, Ms. Rania Hilmi, Mr.
Shadi Al-Braissi, Mr. Tarek Abu Mariam and Ms.
Zainab Salem.
The workshop witnessed also the participation of
the representatives of a number of government
departments and organizations; namely, Jordanian
Anti-Smuggling Department, Jordanian Institution
for Standards and Metrology (JISM), Jordan
Customs Department and Jordan Public Security
Directorate.
Mr. Mansfield has delivered a comprehensive
presentation on ABRO Company, the concept of
counterfeiting and its impact on consumers and
governments as well as counterfeit ABRO products.
He has highlighted that counterfeiting is nothing

In response to Mr. Mansfield’s enquiry regarding
the actions Jordan takes to fight smuggled
products, Major Yousuf Ghreafat, Head of
Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) Section at
Jordan Customs, has clarified that Jordan has many
institutions handling this issue and that their roles
are complementary.

but deceiving the customers who think that the
counterfeit products are of a high quality similar
to the genuine ones but with cheaper prices.
"ABRO popularity and fame lead many companies
to steal ABRO’s products by producing fraudulently
imitative products," Mr. Mansfield added.
In his detailed presentation, Mr. Mansfield has fully
explained how one can identify counterfeit ABRO
products. He has also indicated that ABRO logo,
ABRO address and ABRO barcode are the main
fields where ABRO products are counterfeited.
Mr. Mansfield has emphasized that the exclusive
distributor of ABRO products in Jordan is
Transocean Building Material Co. Thus, any
ABRO product distributed in Jordan by any other
party is a counterfeit product. Accordingly, he has
asked the audience to inform him as well as the
Jordanian government departments once they
have any suspicion of any ABRO product

"The first line of defense is Jordan Customs; however,
if Jordan Customs’ employees did not seize the
counterfeit products on the Jordanian borders, the
newly formed IPRs Department affiliated with the
Criminal Investigation Department of the Public
Security Directorate shall confiscate the counterfeit
products and fight smuggling”. “The JISM aims at
ensuring the health and safety of Jordanians and
environment protection," Major Ghreafat added.
In response to a question raised by Ms. Abu AlHayja’a, TAG-Legal Jordan Manager, regarding
the legal actions the said government departments
would take against TAG-Legal Jordan if they
provided the departments with information
about counterfeit products and the departments
discovered that they are genuine, the representatives
of the respective departments assured that no legal
actions would be taken against anyone or any party
having suspicions about any products, rather, they
will check the products to make sure they are not
counterfeit; otherwise they will seize them.

According to Mr. Mansfield, Jordan has one of the
best anti-counterfeiting systems in the region.
In a successful attempt to make the audience
capable of distinguishing ABRO genuine products
from the counterfeit ones, Mr. Rami Karmout
and Mr. Nidal Isaid have showed the audience
ABRO genuine products and their counterfeit
counterparts, and indicated the slight but critical
differences between the two groups of products.
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The Article

A Recent Law
Amendment
Protects Foreign
Brands against
Trademark
Infringements in
Syria
By Housni Moussly
Throughout history, producers have placed a logo
or trademark on items they have created. Roman
sword makers were the first to use trademarks. A
trademark can range from words to symbols or
slogans. It serves two purposes: to help consumers
differentiate one product from another and allow for
a producer to establish and maintain a reputation.
The advent of the Industrial Revolution followed
by a marked increase in manufactured goods in
the early 20th century pressed developed nations
to demand laws recognizing the legal rights
of trademark owners. The first international
agreement on the protection of trademarks was the
Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial
Property in 1939, of which Syria was a signatory.
It required members to recognize the trademark
rights of foreign producers, namely by prohibiting
other producers from using similar marks that may
confuse the public about the source of a product.
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Unfortunately, for many decades Syria has failed to
uphold its obligations under the Paris Convention.
During the last few years many international
business owners have filed infringement lawsuits
against local businessmen in Syria. Some of these
cases have generated significant media attention
such as the Carrefour trade name dispute.
The reputation and quality of internationally
recognized trademarks temp local businessmen
to use such trademarks for financial benefit
without incurring the costs that the original
owner sustained in building its reputation. This is

damaging for the Syrian market, because foreign
firms can be discouraged from investing in Syria.
However, trademark infringement incidents
should serve as a warning to both foreign and
local business owners alike. Foreign investors
should register their trademark with a proper
international agency such as the WIPO (World
Intellectual Property Organization) in order to
protect it within contracted countries. Local
businessmen are advised to examine the statue of
a trademark before registering it, in order to avoid
the risk of it being cancelled or paying damages to
the original owner.

The good news

In August 2009, the Syrian legislature amended
articles 45 and 55 of the trademark law. The
amending articles stipulate:
“The owner of internationally well-known
trademarks in Syria, even if not registered, has
the right to request the Ministry of Trade and
Economy to cancel or stop a third party from
using a trademark that is identical or similar or
constitutes a translation of the internationally
well-known trademark, if such use causes others
to assume a relation exists between the owner of
the well-known trademark and product or, when
such a use can result in denigrating the wellknown trademark or cause harm to its owner or
when such use is not justified.”
However, the extent to which a trademark owner
may prevent unauthorized use of trademarks which
are the same or similar to his trademark depends
on the degree of recognition of the trademark in
Syria. The amendment designated the Minister of
Trade and Economy to form a commission to rule
on submitted trademark applications within thirty
days of its proposition. It is a key amendment and
a step forward which will provide safeguards to
foreign investors who are willing to extend their
business to Syria, according to Haytham Al-Sha’al,
Senior Trademark Assistant at Abu-Ghazaleh
Intellectual Property.
Forward Magazine

Hybrid Cars
Tax Exemption
to be Lifted on
April 30

AMMAN–Hybrid cars entering the Kingdom after April
30, 2010 will be subject to the recent government decision
cancelling part of the tax exemption on green vehicle.
Minister of Finance Mohammad Abu Hammour said the
deadline was set according to a study conducted by the
Jordan Customs Department to ensure importers have
enough time to be prepared for the regulations, which
imposes a 55 per cent tax on the vehicles.
Some importers have complained that there are green cars
en route to the Kingdom or still in their countries of origin,
calling on the government to extend the deadline until the
end of June.

Abu Hammour pointed out that the two-month period is
“enough time” for cars to be shipped to the Kingdom.
Nabil Rumman, President of the Jordan Free Zone Investors
Association, criticized the government’s decision to cancel
the exemption on environment-friendly cars, indicating
that around 2.000 vehicles are on their way to the country.
According to the Cabinet decision, issued early March
2010, green cars in the local market, whether in free zones
or showrooms, as well as cars on the way to the Kingdom
and vehicles that are included in import agreements already
signed before April 30, will be excluded from any decision
that entails increasing fees on such cars.
The Cabinet also allowed owners of conventional fueldriven cars to replace their vehicles with hybrids and pay
40 per cent of their value as tax. The standard “special tax”
on conventional cars is 81 per cent of the listed value.
Automobile dealers have criticized the decision to cancel
part of the tax exemption on hybrids, warning that demand
on such cars will drop significantly and ultimately deprive
the treasury of revenues.
The Jordan Times
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South Korea
to Enforce
Intellectual
Property
Rights on
Imports

SEOUL–South Korea government said that it will
ban import of products that violate local Intellectual
Property Rights (IPRs), starting from July 2010.
According to the Ministry of Knowledge Economy,
the new rules will apply to products that are in
breach of local patents, design, logo and other
exclusive rights held by South Korean companies.
The move comes after a law was passed by
parliament to authorize the Korea Customs Service
(KCS) not to exempt such products and the Korea
Trade Commission to provide customs officials
with a full list of such products and to take tough
administrative actions such as issuing fines.
The new law which was enacted after a survey
conducted on 2.107 local companies late 2009
reflected the need for a tougher stance on imports.
In 2008, losses incurred by IPRs violations reached
316.6 billion Korean won (278.3 million US dollars),
up 63.2 percent from the previous year.
Xinhuanet
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Muslim Clerics
Launch Islamic
Investment
Advisory Board,
Pitch for Islamic
Banking
NEW DELHI–India’s eminent Islamic clerics
have recently pitched for introduction of
Islamic banking and financial system in the
country while opening to the public the
Islamic Investment and Finance Board, an
advisory committee headed by clerics to
assist corporations and markets as well as
common people regarding Shariah-compliant
investment and finance.
“Islamic Finance and Ethical investments
are gradually evolving into one of the most
important asset classes in the financial services
industry in the world today. This is seen as
an alternate to the failure of conventional
financial system to achieve the higher objective
of bringing economic justice. Another driving
force for this phenomenon is the sheer size of
the Indian Muslim population who are looking
for alternate interest free financial system,” said
Mufti Mohammad Yahya Qasmi, Member,
Islamic Investment and Finance Board (IIFB),
at the national conference titled “A Search for
an Alternate Financial System” at India Islamic
Cultural in the National Capital.
Building on the strong fundamentals and
importance of the alternative investment and
finance, IIFB was evolved under the leadership

of Maulana Mohammad Wali Rahmani, Sajjada
Nasheen, Khanqah Munger and Secretary of all
India Muslim Personal Law Board, said Mufti
Qasmi while introducing the IIFB and opening
the conference.
The primary responsibility of the board is to
ensure that all the Islamic Financial products
made are Shariah-compliant as an alternate
means. The work of IIFB will be supervisory
to guide and advise the financial corporation
regarding Islamic investment and finance
including Islamic Banking. The board upon
going through the Shariah validity of financial
products presented by financial corporation
would certify the financial products after a
thorough examination according to the Shariahcompliant criteria. The IIFB Board shall have
continuous dialogue with economist, bankers
and other scholars to assess the feasibility of new
proposals and assisting in project development
and execution of new financial products in
compliance with Shariah Principles. IIFB also
makes sure that the work of an organization is
compatible with Shariah rules according to the
accredited and agreed legal opinions (Fatwa),
Mufti Yahya said.
The IIFB comprises prominent Ulama
(scholars) such as Maulana Khalid Saifullah
Rahmani, General Secretary of Islamic Fiqh
Academy- India, Maulana Fuzail-ur-Rahman
Hilal Usmani Panjab, Maulana Fuzlur Raheem
Mujeddi Jaipur, Mufti Shoibullah KhanBangalore, Mufti Ahmad Nadir Al-Qasmi,
Mufti Ajaz Arshad Qasmi, Mufti Riyaz Ahmad
Qasmi Munger, Mufti Anwarul Haque Qasmi,
Mufti Mohd Yahya Qasmi and Market Expert
Imtiaz Merchant.
Addressing the gathering Maulana Khalid Saifullah
Rahmani said interest is prohibited not only in
Islam but also in Christianity and Hinduism.
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Islamic banking system which will be free from
interest will have little risk for the common people.
He said that to fix benefit and dividend and to not
accept the risk of loss is unnatural.
Mr. H Abdur Raqeeb, Convener of the National
Committee on Islamic Banking and General
Secretary of the Indian Centre of Islamic
Finance demanded the government to allow
Islamic Banking system in India as many
European countries and US have done. He
said he has met Reserve Bank of India Deputy
Governor and Union Finance Minister Pranab
Mukherjee who have given positive response.
For introduction of Islamic banking in India,
the present Indian banking law will have to be
amended. So he urged the gathering to meet
their local Members of Parliament and convince

India to
Introduce New
Law to Attract
Investments in
Mining

them about Islamic financial system.
Talking to Two Circles.net on the sidelines of
the program, stock market professional Tauqeer
Anjum from Chennai-based stock broker ITI
Financial Services Ltd. said in the last few years
there has been rise in the number of people who
are coming to enquire about Shariah-compliant
stocks. His company though does not have any such
index; however, it provides the Muslim investors
with information about Shariah-compliant shares
and products where they can invest.
According to Mr. Anjum, Sun Pharma, Reliance
Industries, Reliance Capital and Dabur are
some companies in which Muslims can invest
without fear of getting involved in interest.
ifinanceexpert

Special Secretary S Vijay Kumar said at the
Prospectors and Developers Association of
Canada (PDAC) convention in Toronto.
According to Kumar who is heading an Indian
delegation to the PDAC convention, the proposed
bill, which is likely to become operational by the
end of 2010, would address concerns expressed by
foreign investors.

“The new mining bill will align Indian laws with
the best international practices,” Kumar said.
On some Canadian companies request that India
NEW DELHI –India has invited foreign funds should open exploration and exploitation of
in mining and said it would soon introduce a atomic minerals for foreign investors, Kumar said
legislation to make the sector more investment- the government would consider their request.
friendly.
More than 22.000 delegates from over 100
"India provides the best opportunity and ideal countries, including 45 from India, have
conditions for foreign investors to invest in the participated in the four-day convention which
country at minimum risk," Ministry of Mines held on March 10, 2010.
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Exit is Not Exactly a Windfall for Baidu
BEIJING –In the week following March 22, 2010 on
which Google began rerouting mainland traffic to its
Hong Kong site (Google.com.hk), Google's Chinese users
did not shift en masse to rival Baidu Inc.
But many of the company's domestic partners and
advertisers were scared away on fears that Google's sour
relationship with the government might impact them.
According to Alexa Internet, a United States-based online
Web traffic tracker, traffic on Baidu only increased 1.3
percent in the past seven days since the world's largest
search engine announced on March 23, 2010 it would
stop censoring its Chinese search results.
That means most of Google's Chinese users are still
using the US search engine although the accessibility of
Google's uncensored Hong Kong website was interrupted
on March 30, 2010.
Figures from Alexa show that most of the traffic from
Google.cn has been picked up by Google.com.hk, of which
visits of users surged 2.056 percent over the past week.
It said an additional 3.2 percent of global Internet users
have visited Google.com.hk in the past seven days,
roughly equivalent to the total traffic of Google.cn before
the company threatened to exit the mainland.
"For ordinary Chinese Internet users, visiting Google.com.
hk has not been that much different from visiting Google.
cn," said Edward Yu, President of Analysys International.
Conversely, commercial Google's partners in China have
"panicked" on fears that Google's move may worsen their

relationship with the Chinese government and thus affect
their businesses.
Baidu on April 1, 2010 did not respond to a request for
comment on this report.
On March 30, 2010, access to Google.com.hk was blocked
for most of the day, but the service quickly resumed
normal operations on March 31, 2010.
Google's spokesperson first said the accessibility issue
was due to a global technical upgrade of its search engine,
but later blamed it on the Chinese government.
Compared with ordinary users, Google's business partners
and advertisers seem to be more unsettled. China's major
Web portal Sina.com said it was reevaluating cooperation
with the US Internet-search giant Google, according to a
report from Xinhua News Agency, citing an anonymous
company official.
Google's other domestic partners such as Tom.com,
Tianya and China Unicom have all announced plans to
steer clear of the search engine after it rerouted on it
search services to Hong Kong.
Cheng Yu, General Manager of Zoom Interactive, a
Google advertising retailer in Beijing, said his business has
dropped 20 to 30 percent after Google's announcement
in January that it may pull out of the mainland.
He said many of his clients, especially big advertisers,
have reduced their spending budgets on Google.
People’s Daily Online

9

JFDA Seizes Smuggled
Counterfeit Drugs
AMMAN–Jordan Food and Drug Administration
(JFDA) has seized a large consignment of
counterfeit and unlicensed drugs that were
smuggled into the Kingdom, according to a JFDA
official.

Rawashdeh has told Petra that the drugs are
locally manufactured and that the JFDA has
notified the manufacturing company, which
attributed the empty packages to a problem in
the production lines.

JFDA Director General Mohammad Rawashdeh
has recently stated that the Administration, in
cooperation with anti-smuggling authorities,
seized the drugs from a store in downtown
Amman, after receiving a tip.

He noted that the administration will launch an
inspection campaign in the Kingdom’s pharmacies
to check for empty drug packages.

He noted that the Administration confiscated
the drugs and referred the store proprietor to the
authorities.
According to Rawashdeh, this was one of the
largest consignments of smuggled and counterfeit
medicine confiscated by the administration over
the past several years.
He also noted that some of the counterfeit drugs
contain a substance with harmful side effects and
cause death if used to excess.
Meanwhile, JFDA is currently following up on
complaints received from citizens about packages
of blood pressure drugs sold in pharmacies that
turned out to be empty, as Petra, Jordan News
Agency, has recently reported.
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According to JFDA figures, JFDA seized about
JD1 million worth of fake and smuggled medicine
in 2008, compared to JD16 million in 2007. No
figures are yet available for the year 2009.
Rawashdeh attributed the decline to the
administration’s decision to increase the number
of inspectors and to include beauty salons, fitness
centres, printing presses and herbal shops among
the places to be inspected regularly.
The implementation of the Public Health Law,
which stipulates that any pharmacy or shop found
selling counterfeit drugs faces a fine ranging
between JD5. 000 and JD10.000, also has helped
fight the illegal trade, Rawashdeh said.
The Jordan Times

New Authority to Fight
Corruption in Kuwait
KUWAIT – A Kuwaiti Non-Governmental
Organization (NGO) has recently announced that
it has prepared the needed legislations to form a
Public Authority for Integrity (PAI) Organization
in order to implement anti-corruption policies.
The announcement was made by Salah Al-Ghazali,
Chairman of Kuwait Transparency Society (KTS),
during a seminar held in their premise located in
Al-Yarmouk on April 12, 2010.
Mr. Al-Ghazali said that the formation of the
PAI came as a result of combining four different
anti-corruption legislations; namely, the AntiCorruption Law, the Fiscal Liability Law, the
Conflict of Interest Law and the Informant
Protection Law.
Mr. Al-Ghazali added that the draft laws were made
in cooperation with a number of Kuwaiti NGOs
as well as a number of Legislative Committee
members in the National Assembly. Mr. AlGhazali stated that Mr. Hussain Al-Huraiti, Head
of Legislative Committee, asked to combine the
four drafts into a single legislation. Mr. Al-Ghazali
believes that this is the right thing to do because
the four laws are complementary and hance it is
not right to pass each one separately.
According to Mr. Al-Ghazali, the NGOs also
changed the name from “Anti-Corruption
Authority” to “Public Authority for Integrity”.

Among the amendments made is modifying
the formation of the board of trustees with a
view to guaranteeing the minimum government
intervention in the duties of the authority. "Now
we have done our part and it›s up to the members
of Parliament to fulfill their duty and pass this
legislation," Al-Ghazali said.
Faisal Al-Fahad, a member of KTS, said that
Kuwait needs to take some urgent steps in the
implementation of its international obligations.
"Recently, a new review mechanism has been
adopted and steps have been taken by the Kuwaiti
Government to meet the requirements of the AntiCorruption Treaty. If the draft is chosen during
the draw that will take place next June, it will be
reviewed by teams from two countries," he said.
Al-Fahad explained that it is important for Kuwait
to fulfill its obligations in order to avoid scrutinizing
its legislation by international organizations. Also,
he noted that it is extremely important to adopt
anti-corruption policies to implement the vision of
HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad in order to transform
Kuwait into a financial and trading hub.
"If we want to be attractive to foreign investors,
we need to take a firm stand against corruption,"
he concluded.
Kuwait Times
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High-er Me

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual
Property to Participate in INTA
132nd Annual Meeting
AMMAN- A number of Talal Abu Ghazaleh
Intellectual Property (AGIP) professionals will
participate in the International Trademark
Association (INTA) 132nd Annual Meeting
which will be held in Boston, USA during the
period May 22 - 26 , 2010.
The Annual Meeting will witness the participation
of the following AGIP professionals:
Mr. Luay T. Abu-Ghazaleh, Mr. Mahmoud
Lattouf, Ms. Dima Naber, and Ms. Raghad
Arafeh (General Administration), Mr. Charles

12

Shaban (Egypt Office), Mr. Nabil Salame
(Montreal Liaison Office), Mr. Motasem AbuGhazaleh (UAE Office), Ms. Ridab Abu-Taleb
(China Office), Ms. Diana Jarrar (Oman Office),
Ms. Rasha Dababneh (Jordan Office).
AGIP Professionals will stay at the Marriott
Copley Hotel, and will host meetings with
clients in Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Harvard University, Northeastern University,
and Brandeis University.

?
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