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JOrchestra Performs in Italy “Petra”
the City of Sant’Angelo a Cupolo (Benevento)

Awards Abu-Ghazaleh Honorary Citizenship
BENEVENTO, Italy
Jordanian National Orchestra Association
(JOrchestra)
in partnership with Italian
trumpet player and composer Luca Aquino
performed the ﬁrst concert of “PETRA”
featuring the music composition by Aquino
for the project “A journey to discover Petra’s
Melody” in Benevento, a province in the
Campania region of Italy. The event was
promoted within the international campaign
UNITE4HERITAGE powered by UNESCO
and was held under the patronage of HE Dr.
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh.

On this occasion, Mayor of Sant’Angelo a
Cupolo organized a special ceremony to
honor Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh at the municipality
building in the presence of Italian
Government representative.
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh, highly appreciated this
gesture and thanked the city of Sant’Angelo
a Cupolo for the honorary citizenship
bestowed on him by the mayor and citizens
of this great city stating that it is a true honor
and privilege.

An ofﬁcial honoring ceremony naming
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh an "Honorary Citizen”

During the PETRA concert, Luca Aquino and
JOrchestra ensemble presented the
compositions written for the music-recording
project in Little Petra, the unprecedented
initiative ﬁnalized in December 2015 with the
support of UNESCO Amman Ofﬁce, Talal
Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org) and
Petra Development and Tourism Region
Authority. The aim of the initiative was to
encourage the wider music practice and
appreciation across different cultures and to
promote the site of Petra.

The concert was welcomed by the
enthusiastic participation of the audience

and local authorities, and was acclaimed by
the Jordanian delegation present at the
event: Dr. Mohammad Nawaﬂeh, Petra
Development
and
Tourism
Region
Authority’s Chief Commissioner, Dr. Emad
Ejazeen Deputy Chief Commissioner PDTRA
Aquino on trumpet, Natalino Marchetti

An ofﬁcial honoring ceremony naming
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh an "Honorary Citizen”

An ofﬁcial honoring ceremony naming
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh an "Honorary Citizen”

(accordion) and Sergio Casale (ﬂute)
performed together with JOrchestra’s
musicians Anna Maria Matuszczak (violin),
Bassem al Jaber (double bass), Baciu
Laurentiu (oboe) and the percussionist Brad
Broomsﬁeld
,
in
the
mesmerizing
atmosphere of the Church of SS. Rosario of
the town of Pastene in Benevento.

Abu-Ghazaleh: JOrchestra Delights
its Audience at Sharjah's Al Alam Island
SHARJAH
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, Chairman of the
Jordanian National Orchestra Association
(JOrchestra)
highlighted
JOrchestra's
performance at Al Alam Island in Sharjah in
the UAE during the closing night of the third
Sharjah World Music Festival. The Festival
was held over a six-day period, with 36
concerts attracting wide audience of
authentic music lovers.

JOrchestra was conducted by Maestro
Mohammed
Othman
Sidiq
and
accompanied by the Jordanian star Zain
Awad who distinctively sang some of
Fairuz's best songs, and the opera singer
Dima Bawab who performed Romanza by
the Italian singer Bocelly.
During its performance of the "Arabic
Opera", JOrchestra took the audience back
to the time when operatic art was in its peak,
especially with Soprano Dima Bawab
performing Tosca and Granada.
The Festival was concluded with a piece of
combination of eastern and operatic music,

exclusively composed for the Festival by
Maestro Mohammed Othman Sidiq. The
piece was performed by JOrchestra's
Bawab, and Awad.
There were 36 concerts performed by 19
artists and bands from 13 Arab and
non-Arab countries. They took place in 5
different locations throughout the city of
Sharjah; Al Majaz Theatre, Al Qasba, Al
Alam Island, the Heart of Sharjah, Al Majaz
Waterfront.
Many famous artists participated in the
Festival, most notably, Saber Rubai from
Tunisia, Joseph Lindfai from Hungary,
Stephano de Battista from Italy, Hassan Ali,
Arwa Ahmad, and Ali Obeid from the United
Arab Emirates, Kalina Yordanova Simio from
Bulgaria, Vera Barnett Schuster from Russia,
Clara Aswaj from Argentina, and many
famous local, Arab, and international bands
such as Taksim Trio from Turkey, Le Trio
Joubran from Palestine, the Brazilian Tunes
Band from Dubai, and Furat Qadouri Music
Centre's Studio Talent Group.
It is worth mentioning that the Festival was
organized by Furat Qadouri Music Center,
and sponsored by (Shurooq) Sharjah
Investment and Development Authority.

JOrchestra Celebrates Christmas
with George Tomb

'Zahrat El-Madaen' Performed with a Special Gratitude to Abu-Ghazaleh

Amman
The Holiday Season witnessed a special
concert by the Jordanian National Orchestra
Association (JOrchestra) at the Royal
Cultural Center in the presence of HE Dr.
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, chairman of the Board
of Trustees.

The concert, attended by a host of
diplomatic delegations, was under the title
"JOrchestra and George Tomb" with special
performance by Ronza Tomb, and
composer Samir Tomb, in addition to
Maestro Mohamed Sidiq. A special
dedication
was
presented
to
Dr.
Abu-Ghazaleh through a classic song
entitled
"Zahrat
Al-Madaen"
by
NatalieSamaan.
Tomb is a Lebanese prestigious artistic
family that includes a number of brilliant
musicians. The family dedicated this concert
for the emerging talented composer and
concert pianist, George Tomb who is 23
years old. George is the youngest composer
whose music is played by the Lebanese
Philharmonic Orchestra.

The guest of honor was the star Aida Tomb
who was given the name Ronza by Poet Said
Aqel. During her long artistic career, Ronza
has performed in musical theatre, opera,
and classical, religious, and folkloric
concerts. At the beginning of her artistic
career, Ronza was mentored by the Rahbani
Brothers; she played major roles in many
plays, she also worked with Marwan and
Ghadi Rahbani in "The Coup" or "Al-Inkilab",
and "the Path to Asia" or "Al-Mamar ila Asia".
Her Album "The Phoenix" was composed by
her brother Samir Tomb. Ronza and her two
sisters started TriOrient that has held many
concerts in the Arab world, Europe, and
Canada.
The concert was attended by the composer
Samir Tomb, George's father and Ronza's
brother. Samir is the TriOrient's technical
director. He has many orchestral pieces,
religious hymns, choral music, and a
number of albums. His music is
characterized by combining classic,
oriental, and modern ﬂavors together.
During the event, George introduced many
pieces of music such as "Serene Vienna"
which was performed for the ﬁrst time by

Atoue Vienna Orchestra during the last
summer's Hollywood Music Workshop in
which George participated, "Love Storm",
and "Hope", the ﬁrst piece for a symphony
orchestra composed by George and that
represents his musical dream.
Among the pieces also performed at the
concert were "Spring of Light" and "Guitta".
Guitta was especially composed by Samir
Tomb as a marriage gift for his wife Guitta 23
years ago.

George also wrote the song "Message de
Paix" or "The Message of Peace" in Beirut
after he had composed its music earlier in
Vienna. The song was inspired by his
younger sister Clara, and is about a little girl
dreaming of a world full of love, fun, and
innocence; her wish is to sing a song that
touches human hearts and calls them
towards peace. The song was played by
JOrchestra and George and was sung by
the 10 years old Clara.
At the end of the concert, many Christmas
songs were performed such as "Christmas
from the Sky" that was written by Ronza's
and Samir's uncle, Bishop George Mutran,
and the most famous French Christmas song
"Little Santa Clause" followed by a Christmas
medley.

Under the Patronage of
HM Queen Noor Al Hussein
JOrchestra Organizes "
The Sound of Movies"
at Odeon Theater
AMMAN
The
Jordanian
National
Orchestra
Association (JOrchestra), chaired by HE Dr.
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, is organizing an
exciting evening for the fans of movies with
a concert under the theme "The Sound of
Movies" on September 20th at 7:30 pm at
Odeon Theatre, Amman.

In the coming concert, a selection of great
and famous movies’ soundtracks will be
performed, where the audience will enjoy

listening to the music of The Phantom of the
Opera by Andrew L. Webber, and
soundtracks from James Bond 007 movies
by Monty Norman, the Pirates of the
Caribbean by Klaus Badelt, highlights from
Evita by Andrew Lloyd Webber, Star Wars by
John Williams, and The Typewriter by Leroy
Anderson.
In addition the Sleeping beauty by Peter
Tchaikovsky, and Mary Poppins by Sherman
Brothers, will be performed.
Ms. Sara Rella, director of JOrchestra
stressed that it is essential to present
different types of musical performances in
order to add ﬂavors to the musical scene in
Jordan. She added that this event will attract
both music admirers and movie lovers.

Luca Aquino and JOrchestra
Ensemble “A journey
to discover Petra’s melody”
In the framework of the campaign #UNITE 4
HERITAGE, TAG-Org and JOrchestra in
cooperation with UNESCO Amman Ofﬁce
and Petra Development & Tourism Region
Authority implemented the initiative “Luca
Aquino and JOrchestra ensemble, a journey
to discover Petra’s melody”.

Classical music fans may purchase their
tickets at Jorchestra’s premises for JD20.
Tickets can also be delivered if purchased
online at www.sajilni.com.
It is worth mentioning that a Board of
Trustees has been recently formed under
the honorary patronage of her Majesty
Queen Noor Al Hussein. The Board is
comprised of Jordanian dignitaries who
support innovation and classical music,
along with ambassadors of countries that
have rich heritage of classical music who
enrich JOrchestra with their passion to art
and music, and facilitate opportunities to
cooperate with their countries.
JOrchestra is currently working on
developing its program of concerts through
international relations such as the
cooperation with Roma 3 Orchestra, and a
musical exchange program with the
Riverberi Music Festival.

Within the framework of the campaign
#UNITE FOR HERITAGE, Talal Abu
Ghazaleh Organization and JOrchestra in
cooperation with UNESCO Amman and the
Petra Development & Tourism Region
Authority implemented the initiative “Luca
Aquino and JOrchestra ensemble, a journey
to discover Petra’s melody”, that featured a
music-recording in Little Petra. The aim was
to encourage the wider music practice and

appreciation across different cultures and to
promote Petra as a safe touristic destination.
The
Jordanian
National
Orchestra
Association (JOrchestra) capitalized on the
original idea of the Italian trumpeter and
composer Luca Aquino to use the natural
acoustic reverberations of the archeological
site as an integral part of the music
composition, and jointly worked with
UNESCO
Amman
and
the
Petra
Development & Tourism Region Authority to
see this unprecedented initiative become a
reality.
From 25 to 28 November 2015, during a
program of rehearsals and recording
sessions the Italian musicians Luca Aquino,
Carmine Ioanna (accordion) and Sergio
Casale (ﬂute) performed together with
JOrchestra’s
musicians
Anna
Maria
Matuszczak (violin), Bassem al Jaber
(double bass), Vardan Petrosyan (Viola)
Baciu
Laurentiu
(oboe)
and
the
percussionist Brad Broomﬁeld.
The potential of natural sounds being
expanded
and
ampliﬁed
through
architecture is at the heart of this initiative
where music overcomes barriers between
the different genres and uses historical sites
as perfect resonance chambers. While the
acoustic waves expand and take shape, the
music grows and discovers unexplored
sound effects that become a fundamental
part of the music. In this perspective, the
place and the architecture play a central role
in the performance: the ancient site disclose
its inner sound, blooming through the notes
of a truly original creative process.
This initiative will encourage the music
practice and appreciation across different
cultures while underlining the importance of

the artistic and historical heritage as
common good in the framework of the global
campaign
#Unite4Heritage.
The
#Unite4heritage initiative is a global
campaign powered by UNESCO to claim the
importance of heritage for all, individually
and collectively. Launched in Iraq by
UNESCO Director-General Ms. Irina Bokova
on March 28 at the initiative has turned into a
global call to highlight the role of cultural
heritage as a platform to foster intercultural
and interfaith dialogue in the Arab region.
In line with this message, this activity enjoys
the support of the Petra Development &
Tourism Region Authority as it contributes to
national efforts to highlight the importance of
the artistic and historical heritage as a
unique and shared value. At times when
horrendous attacks are launched against
cultural heritage sites in neighboring
countries, it is reassuring to witness such a
strong interest by Jordan’s authorities to
engage in this undertaking, for the beneﬁt of
Petra, this extraordinary site.
The Italian video artist Gianpaolo De Siena
and the photographer Nadir Daoud
documented the program of recording
sessions and rehearsals.
The initiative was also supported by the kind
contribution of Royal Jordanian, Kanzaman
Restaurant, Trifty Car Rental, Sweetspot
Sound works and of the telecom partner
Zain.

UNESCO Amman Ofﬁce in partnership with TAG-Org,
JOrchestra, and the National Music Conservatoire

Conservatoire Celebrates the World Day for Cultural Diversity with a Traditional Music Evening
Amman
On the occasion of the World Day for
Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and
Development, UNESCO Amman Ofﬁce in
partnership with Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Organization (TAG-Org), the National Music
Conservatory, and JOrchestra are pleased
to present THE RHYTHM OF JORDAN,
TRADITION AND MODERNITY, a Traditional
Music Evening hosted at the Odeon Theatre,
on May 21st at 7.00 pm.

The World Day of Cultural Diversity is the
“opportunity to unleash the creative potential
of our different languages and traditions –
and to ensure that these differences enrich
and strengthen us, instead of dividing us”
states Ms. Irina Bokova, Director-General of
UNESCO, in a recent statement.
Aware of the importance that cultural
heritage plays in Jordan, UNESCO Amman
Ofﬁce, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization
(TAG-Org),
the
National
Music
Conservatory, and JOrchestra joined forces
to celebrate Jordan’s great cultural diversity
with a concert on traditional and classical
Arab music.

In the words of Costanza Farina, UNESCO
Representative to Jordan, “In a fast
changing world it is our shared responsibility
to advocate for the high signiﬁcance of
heritage and culture. They are a critical
source of resilience and a key trigger for
economic and social change”.
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, chairman of
TAG-Org and JOrchestra said: "We are
really delighted to be part of the UNESCO's
World Day for Cultural Diversity which sends
a message of peace to societies all over the
world that we are one no matter what
differences arise. The evening will mix
tradition with modernity for people to enjoy."
Tareq Jundi trio, Al-Rajef Society Traditional
Band, the Mahabeesh Ensemble, the
Rababa player Bayan Fares, Al Quds Group
for Palestinian Folklore, the children’s choir
of the National Music Conservatory and the
musicians of JOrchestra will light up the sky
with their unforgettable rhythms and sounds.
The event also marks the launch of
#Unite4Heritage, a campaign recently
launched by UNESCO Director General to
create a positive narrative around the
importance of cultural heritage in Jordan, in
the Arab countries and beyond.
Tickets are available for JD 5. The proceeds
from the concert will be allocated to cultural
heritage education programs.

JOrchestra Upcoming Events
JORDANIAN – GERMAN DIALOGUE
https://www.facebook.com/events/1570509986573648/

Under the patronage of
The German Federal Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier

JORDANI

DIALOGUE
THE JORDANIAN NATIONAL ORCHESTRA PLAYS WITH JUNGES ENSEMBLE BERLIN
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