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World Bank Recognizes Role of AbuGhazaleh-Legal as a Global Contributor
to Issuing ‘Doing Business 2020’ Report

AMMAN - The World Bank highlighted
the important role and contributions of Talal
Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) for the
13th consecutive year in issuing the “Doing
Business 2020” as a global contributor.
The World Bank’s statement was based on reports
submitted by TAG-Legal on several countries,
taking into account that TAG-Legal was selected
as a global contributor for the 2nd consecutive
year in issuing the Report, after being a regional
contributor in previous years. The Report covered
Turkey, Kuwait, Lebanon, Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, Bahrain, Jordan, Qatar, Oman, Indonesia,
Pakistan, Cameroon, Nigeria, West Bank, Gaza,
Japan, the United Arab Emirates, Tunisia and
the United States of America.
The World Bank published “Doing Business
2020” Report on October 24, which features
for the first time, the best top 20 countries
that developed their business practices and
improved investment climate in European
and African countries including five Arab
countries namely Jordan, Bahrain, Kuwait,
Qatar and Saudi Arabia.
For her part, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global
(TAG.Global) Legal Department Manager
Ms. Deema Abu-Zulekha, said that TAGLegal’s contribution to the preparation of
the Report was achieved through its offices
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in 19 countries around the globe, stating
that TAG.Global has been taking part in
preparing the ‘World Bank Report’ on an
annual basis since 2006.
The World Bank’s Report revealed the
improvement of business practices in
Jordan which have been implemented in
different fields specifically access to credit by
introducing a new secured transactions law,
amending the insolvency law and launching
a unified, modern and notice-based collateral
registry. In addition, Jordan made paying
taxes easier by implementing electronic
filing and payment for labor taxes and other
mandatory contributions.
Regarding other Arab countries, the report
shows the each country’s improvement;
Bahrain has implemented a comprehensive
reform program that facilitates doing business
in nine areas except in the ‘Starting of a
Business’ area.
Kuwait continued to implement its ‘New
Kuwait 2035’ Development Plan as testament
of its regulatory and economic reforms; noting
that it works on integrating the Platform of
Kuwait Business Center with the Public
Authority for Civil Information which made it
easier for entrepreneurs to obtain a commercial
license when starting a business.
Additionally, the Report mentions that
Qatar embarked on an ambitious program
to improve its public services, by launching
Kahrama (Qatar General Electricity and Water
Corporation). Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Justice simplified property registration
procedures and improved the quality of land
management system.
For Saudi Arabia, it has made nine business
reforms consisting of facilitating the
procedures of starting a business, introducing
a new construction law, launching a Platform
on the Internet to obtain construction permits
electronically, in addition to other measures
which the Report referred to in detail in the
selected countries.
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TAG-Legal Clarifies Litigation Procedures
before the Administrative Court in Egypt

CAIRO – Prior to initiating the litigation procedures before the Administrative Court
in Egypt, it is advisable to consider some important points, summarized as follows:
1. First, the appeal/lawsuit is filed before the Administrative Court.
2. The Administrative Court will schedule the first hearing session, in which the
Court transfers the lawsuit to the Board of State Commissioners (which is affiliate
of the Administrative Court). Sometimes the Court does not transfer the lawsuit
in the first session; this depends on the judge’s sole decision.
3. The Board of Commissioners holds preliminary hearings for the preparation
of the lawsuit. The purpose of these hearings is to assist Court in reaching its
judgment, and expedite it as well. For this end, the Commissioners ensure that all
formalities were satisfied, parties (TAG-Legal and the Trademark Office (TMO))
were able to present their defenses, the trademarks file was duly adjoined ….
Etc.). Sometimes delays are caused at this stage, as the lawsuit may be postponed
several times for formal and procedural reasons.
4. After all the formalities are met, the Commissioners hold the lawsuit in abeyance for
preparing their report. The report includes the Commissioners’ recommendations
to the Court. The time frame of this stage based on our experience is 6 months.
5. Afterwards, the lawsuit is transferred back to the Court in order to issue its
judgment. Normally, this stage does not take long time; it may take two or three
hearings for the Court to hold the case in adjournment scheduling a hearing for
pronouncing the judgment.
6. The Commissioners’ report is considered a recommendatory report and not
obligatory for the Court. However, in most of the cases, the Court supports the
recommendatory report issued by the Board of Commissioners, but in some few
cases, they do not.
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Saudi Arabia
Approves Commercial Franchise Regulation

RIYADH – The Saudi Council of Ministers approved the Implementing Regulations of
the Commercial Franchise Regulation published on November 1, 2019 in Um Al-Qura
daily newspaper (issue No. 4802).
The new Commercial Franchise Regulation issued on October 8, 2019 and will come
into effect on April 8, 2020, governs the relationship between franchisors and franchisees
and regulates the procedures related to business and procurement to prevent abuses of
power and vested interests.
The Implementing Regulations for the Franchising Regulation were issued by the
Ministry of Commerce and Investment of Saudi Arabia, in order to further elaborate
the provisions of the Franchising Regulation.
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National Bank of Bahrain Implements
New Law on Personal Data Protection

MANAMA – National Bank of Bahrain
(NBB) announced in a press release
that it is the first bank in the Kingdom
leading the efforts to comply with the new
Personal Data Protection Law (PDPL)
which came into effect in Bahrain on
August 1, 2019. Being customer-centric,
the Bank has moved swiftly to adhere
to the new law aimed at protecting the
personal data of customers.
Under the PDPL, organizations are required
to obtain the consent of their customers
to continue to communicate with them.
NBB is using its ATM network to obtain
its customers’ consent in a digital, easy
and efficient way. As NBB continues
to upgrade its technology, it will deploy
additional features to manage personal data
in a simpler way next year.
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Commenting on this move, Subah A. Latif
AlZayani, Head of Retail at NBB, said,
“As we continue our path in innovation
and development of our digital services, we
at NBB are mindful of the importance of
compliance with the laws and regulations
aimed at safeguarding customer information.
We adopt a parallel consideration of
leadership in digital innovations and legal
and regulatory compliance to deliver a
secure digital experience for our customers.”
Also, Nabeel Ahmed Mustafa, Head of Network
Management & Strategy at NBB stated
“Prioritizing and simplifying the customer’s
journey is key to NBB’s success, therefore
we have started to utilize our wide range of
accessible ATMs across the country to obtain
customers’ consents in a ‘green’, digitized way
to improve the customer experience”.
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New 'Bankruptcy and Insolvency Law'
to be Implemented in Oman in 2020

MUISCAT - A new bankruptcy law that will govern the conditions under which people
in Oman can declare bankruptcy, and that will help them come out of it quickly, will
come into effect July 1, 2020.
The law was passed under Royal Decree number 53/2019, and includes a set of rules and
regulations pertaining to the above, as well as conditions for the bankrupt party to pay
off his creditors, according to a restructuring plan that has been previously agreed upon.
In this context, Mohamad bin Rashid Al Badi, the acting director of the Legal Department
at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI), said: “The debtor who has stopped
paying his debts can apply to the Audit and Control of Commercial Establishments
Department of the MoCI to request restructuring through settling the disputes with
creditors, provided the debtor continued his business during the two years preceding the
filing of the application, and that no final judgment has been issued against him towards
declaring bankruptcy.
"The inheritors of the debtor have the right to apply the same request one year from the
date of the debtor's death, provided that the company is not in the process of liquidation,
and the debtor continues to manage his funds during the implementation phase of the
restructuring plan, and remains responsible for any obligations or contracts arising prior
to or after the date of the adoption of the restructuring plan,” he added.
In order to settle the dispute between the creditor and the debtor, the competent department
must hold mediation sessions in the restructuring requests submitted to it by the debtor
in the presence of the parties to the dispute or an authorized representative in order to
settle the dispute between the creditor and the debtor.
Ministry officials may meet with the parties involved in the dispute or their agents and
take such action as it may deem appropriate to bring points-of-view in order to reach a
binding settlement agreement for the parties. The competent department shall refer to
the restructuring plan after the approval of the signatories by the competent court for
approval, in which case the plan shall be binding between the parties
7
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Al Badi added, “The aforementioned bankruptcy law allows the debtor to request a
protective settlement if his financial business is disturbed which would lead to his
suspension of payment of his debts and his heirs may apply for protective reconciliation
if they decide to continue trading.
"The competent court shall set forth the reasons for the disturbance of the financial works,
the proposals for reconciliation and the guarantees of their execution. All the supporting
documents shall be enclosed in the application,” he said. “Considering the request for
protective reconciliation, the court may order the taking of precautionary measures on
the funds of the debtor. The court shall take the necessary measures to take note of the
financial situation of the debtor and the reasons for its disturbance.
"The aforementioned bankruptcy law grants the right of every trader to file for bankruptcy,
in case he stops paying his commercial debts following the disruption of his business
activities,” he explained. “A bankruptcy case shall not arise except by a court ruling
without which the cessation of the payment of debts shall have no effect unless the law
provides otherwise.”
"The heirs of the debtor may, in accordance with the provisions of the bankruptcy law,
file for bankruptcy after the death of the debtor. The court may impose a fine of not
less than OMR200 and not more than OMR500 if the trader pretends bankruptcy. The
summary of the judgment shall be published in the Official Gazette at the debtor's own
expense," said al Badi.
Source: Times of Oman
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Where We Operate

General Administration
Email: taglegal@tag-legal.com

Karachi, Pakistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Email: abudhabi@tag-legal.com

Khartoum, Sudan
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Algeria, Algeria
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email: kuwait@tag-legal.com

Amman, Jordan
Email: jordan@tag-legal.com

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email: bahrain@tag-legal.com

Beirut, Lebanon
Email: lebanon@tag-legal.com

Moscow, Russia
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Cairo, Egypt
Email: egypt@tag-legal.com

Muscat, Oman
Email: oman@tag-legal.com

Damascus, Syria
Email: syria@tag-legal.com

New Delhi, India
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Casablanca, Morocco
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Nicosia, Cyprus
Email: eu@tag-legal.com

Doha, Qatar
Email: qatar@tag-legal.com

Ramallah, Palestine
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Dubai, UAE
Email: uae@tag-legal.com

Riyadh, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Jebel Ali Free Zone Area, UAE
Email: Jafza@tag-legal.com

Sana’a, Yemen
Email: mea@tag-legal.com

Jeddah, KSA
Email: ksa@tag-legal.com

Shanghai, China
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: asia@tag-legal.com

Tunis, Tunisia
Email: mea@tag-legal.com
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