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Dubai Ruler Enacts New DIFC Intellectual
Property Law 2019

Drafted by Raed ALHout/ Brand Protection Department
DUBAI - His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President,
Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, enacted the Dubai International Financial Center
(DIFC) Intellectual Property Law No. 4 of 2019.
The new Law covers key topics related to patents, utility certificates, industrial drawings
and designs, copyright, trademarks and trade names, trade secrets, commissioner of
Intellectual Property among others.
Concerning patents, the Law refers to the recognition of patents and utility certificates
registered in the UAE; the rights conferred by a patent or utility certificate, acts of
infringement, and acts of exploitation that would not constitute an infringement, in
addition to others.
In the field of copyright, the Law addresses the recognition of copyright under the
Copyright Federal Law, works that are/not protected by copyright, authorship, first
ownership of copyright, moral rights, assignment of copyright, license of copyright,
duration of copyright, Copyright infringement, …etc.
One of the main topics covered by this law is “The Collection Society”; a society licensed
by the Ministry pursuant to the Federal Copyright Law and the Ministerial Decision No.
133 of 2004, which provides management of copyright and neighboring rights on behalf
of its holders. Through “The Collection Society”, a copyright holder or Related Right
Holder may assign his copyrights and related rights pursuant to a collection society to: a. Manage such rights; or
b. License other persons to exercise those rights.
3

TAG-Legal

tag-legal.com

To enable a Collection Society to carry out the abovementioned activities in or from the
DIFC, a license from the Ministry of Culture needs to be obtained.
Moreover, the Law sheds light on the recognition of trademarks registered in the UAE,
marks that cannot be protected, well-known trademarks, rights of trademark owner, and
license. It also mentions prohibited acts that could constitute infringement and the acts
that are not prohibited in relations to trademarks not to forget trade names and conflict
between trademarks and trade names.
Additionally, the new Legislation stipulates the general conditions for trade secrets,
rights of trade secrets owner, Misappropriation of Trade Secrets, and the acts that are
not considered Misappropriation of Trade Secrets.
The Law also points to the appointment of an experienced and qualified Commissioner
of Intellectual Property who shall pursue the following objectives:
a. To promote greater awareness and public understanding of Intellectual Property and
the requirements of this Law and the Regulations in the DIFC; and
b. To promote good practices and observance of the requirements of this Law and the
Regulations by the registered entities in the DIFC.
It is worth mentioning that the new Intellectual Property Law came into effect on November
21, 2019. Concisely, this newly enacted DIFC Law forms a major milestone towards
enabling and enhancing the creativity and innovation environment within the DIFC.
For detailed legal consultations on the abovementioned Law, please don’t hesitate to
contact our team using our email address Brand.protection@agip.com
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European Union Joins Geneva Act of WIPO’s
Lisbon Agreement, Enabling Entry into Force

GENEVA - The Geneva Act of the Lisbon
Agreement on Appellations of Origin and
Geographical Indications reached a milestone
enabling its entry into force, as the European
Union (EU) joined as the key fifth member
of the international registration system that
provides protection for names identifying the
geographic origin of products such as coffee,
tea, fruits, wine, pottery, glass and cloth.

“The EU has invested more than twenty years’
work to develop a successful Geographical
Indications policy, protecting the intellectual
property of our farmers and food producers
at home and abroad,” said Mr. Hogan. He
added. “With this accession to the Geneva
Act, we are reinforcing our commitment
to promote food quality and traceability at
the international level. This will bring clear
Ambassador Terhi Hakala, Permanent benefits to our global partners as well as EU
Representative of Finland to the United producers, consumers, growth and jobs.”
Nations and other International Organizations
in Geneva, deposited the EU instrument The Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement,
of accession with the World Intellectual adopted May 20, 2015, allows the
Property Organization (WIPO) Director international registration of geographical
General Francis Gurry, in the presence EU indications and appellations of origin through
Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural a single registration procedure with WIPO,
Development Phil Hogan. With the EU’s and permits the accession to the Act by
accession, the Geneva Act of the Lisbon certain intergovernmental organizations,
Agreement will enter into force for all its including the European Union and the African
contracting parties on February 26, 2020. Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI).
“The EU’s accession enables entry into force
of the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement,
while greatly expanding the geographical
coverage of this important registration
system,” said Mr. Gurry. “As interest in the
provenance of products grows, protection
of appellations of origin and geographical
indications benefits consumers demanding
authenticity as well as producers seeking
new ways to add value and distinguish
their products in an increasingly global and
competitive marketplace,” he added.
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The foundational Lisbon Agreement for the
Protection of Appellations of Origin and their
International Registration was originally
concluded in 1958.
Together, the Geneva Act of the Lisbon
Agreement and the Lisbon Agreement form what
is commonly referred to as the “Lisbon System.”
Source: https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/
en/articles/2019/article_0015.html
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JPO Signs MOC on Strengthening of
Cooperation with SAIP

TOKYO - CEO of the Saudi Authority of Intellectual Property (SAIP) Abdulaziz
visited the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and had talks with JPO Commissioner Mr. Akira
Matsunaga. During the meeting, a Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC) in the area of
intellectual property, Joint statement of Intent (SOI) on the Patent Prosecution Highway
(PPH) and Policy on the Use of Exchanged Intellectual Property Electronic Data were
signed. Dr. Abdulaziz and Mr. Matsunaga confirmed that the SAIP and the JPO will
further strengthen their cooperation in the future.
Furthermore, at the “Saudi Arabia-Japan Business Forum for Saudi Arabia Vision 2030”
held on October 23 together with the 4th “Joint Group for Saudi-Japan Vision 2030”
meeting, JPO Deputy Commissioner Mr. Shimano Kunihiko and SAIP CEO Abdulaziz
exchanged an MOC and other documents in the presence of ministers of both countries.
By continuing cooperation with the SAIP, the JPO intends to develop an environment in
which Japanese companies’ IP rights are promptly and smoothly secured and appropriately
protected in Saudi Arabia.
Source: https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/news/ugoki/201910/102403.html
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Eurasian Patent Organization to
Introduce Eurasian Design Patents

MOSCOW - The Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPO) member states adopted
on September 9, 2019, the Protocol on the Protection of Industrial Designs to
the Eurasian Patent Convention, introducing the Eurasian system of protection
for industrial design patents, along with the already existing regional protection
for inventions.
There are eight EAPO member states: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. The Eurasian Patent Convention
is the treaty that instituted Eurasian patents for inventions and the EAPO in 1995.
According to the Protocol, Eurasian design patent applications will be filed with
the Eurasian Patent Office (EAPO) either directly or through the national patent
office of an EAPO member state. All applicants will follow uniform examination
requirements; use only the official language of the EAPO – Russian, and pay a
uniform procedural fee. Once granted, Eurasian design patents will be valid for five
years counting from the application filing date, and will be renewable for additional
five-year periods up to four more times, so that the maximum term of protection
does not exceed 25 years from the application filing date.
So far, the EAPO member states that have signed the Protocol are Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Russia, while the delegations of the
remaining three members – Belarus, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan – have announced
the implementation of domestic procedures necessary for their participation in the
Protocol.
The Protocol will enter into force for the first three states that have ratified or
acceded to it three months after the last state deposits its instrument of ratification.
In all other member states, the Protocol will enter into force three months after the
state’s accession or deposit of its instrument of ratification.
Prepared by: Anastasia Khioni
Source: Petsovic
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