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Economic Policy
Development Forum (EPDF)

The Economic Policy Development
forum was established in Amman
in June 2011 as an independent
initiative and not-for-profit project
with a mission to examine and
revise reports on economic issues
and conduct economic research and
studies in Jordan.
The EPDF has become a reputable
institution for experts, researchers
and decision makers from all
national sectors who have voluntarily
combined to remedy weaknesses
and vulnerabilities in the country's
economic structure.
The forum benefits from a high level
of commitment and dedication from
heads and members of working
groups, with positive actions from
those in charge of state institutions.
The EPDF serves the national
economy in line with directives from
official authorities and it is regarded as
a pioneering body that has paved the
way for progress as well as a platform
for organizing activities, meetings
and lectures of public interest.

Objectives
• Provide economic consultation
services that encompass the
preparation of specialized research
and the provision of economic
advice and guidance to public and
private sectors.
• Develop short, medium and
long term economic visions to
be proposed transparently and
positively to policy makers apart
from
controversial
debates,
contradictions
and
political
blocks and dialogues. In addition,
the forum should maintain
its professional, scientific and
purposeful role.
• EPDF cooperates with local,
regional and international donors
and development agencies as
well as civil society organizations,
business sector, state bodies and
educational sector.
• Engage the youth as an effective
and productive drive..

Initiatives of the Economic Policy
Development Forum (EPDF)

The Jordan Economic Observatory
The idea of the Jordan Economic
Observatory came under the
umbrella of the Economic Policy
Development Forum as a direct
result of the success the forum has
received.
The first constituent meeting of the
Observatory’s Board was held on
Wednesday, October 20th, 2012.
The meeting was marked by the
presence of notable officials and
public players, leading thinkers, law
makers, business men, legislators,
academics, unions and the media.
As
a
permanent
endeavor,
the observatory serves as an
independent neutral party which
watches over the Government’s
performance with professionalism.
The observatory works in a
transparent, open and cooperative
manner with all concerned parties.
It brings onboard experts, who are
set to the study of economic policies
based on clear terms and standards.
One of the key tasks of the

Our work is characterized by a sense of responsibility, voluntary
participation, independence as well as a scientific positive approach
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observatory in the first stage is to
prepare documents which explain
the concept of the economic policies,
standards and indicators in which the
successive governments should seek
guidance over a short and mid-term
basis. The observatory then monitors
the application of these standards.
Goals
• Prepare reports in order to develop
Jordanian economic policies in
both the public and private sectors.
• Provide economic the consultancy
services which involve the
preparation of specialized research
and provide economic council and
the guidance in both the public
and private sectors.
• Evaluate costs and benefits, carry
out economic impact studies,
analyze public policies with regards
to tax issues, fund governmental
programs, provide advice related
to development strategies and
administration in both fiscal
and monetary matters, industry
analysis, evaluate competitive
economic ability and review the
performance of the public sector
The Arab Economic Compact
The Arab Economic Compact was
established in response to advice from
His Royal Highness Prince Hassan bin
Talal and as a direct result of the success
the Jordan Economic Observatory
has received under the umbrella of

the Economic Policy Development
Forum, which provides a number
of documents in different sectors.
It is a forum which gives rise to an
intellectual and economic movement
which would strengthen the position
of the Arab nation in terms of its great
history, heritage, civilization and its
numerous achievements.
The Arab Economic Compact’s first
constituent meeting was held on
March 19th, 2013, with participating
members from the Jordan Economic
Observatory and prominent officials
and public leaders, leading thinkers,
law makers, business men, legislators,
academics, unions and the media. The
meeting was also attended by the
Secretary General of The Arab Thought
Forum.
The main duties of the Compact are
to draft the Arab Economic Compact
which will enable Arab countries and
peoples to work together in order to
face the current economic challenges
and changes, both locally and
internationally.
In order to make our way upon this
long road, there needs be a plan to
which the Arab World must adhere -for
the people are originally committed
to the growth and development
of democratic values, ensuring of
basic Arab human rights, dignity and
freedom and to maximize on their

creative potential. It is incumbent
upon us to review the entire academic
curricula in all their stages and apply
necessary changes to them to keep
pace with the digital revolution and
the distance shrinkage. Subsequently,
there is a need to focus on the original
Arab values and culture which has
been eaten away by fragmentation
and isolation over the years.
Once approved, the compact will be
presented to a comprehensive Arab
conference for adoption in final form.
Following that it will be submitted
to the league of the Arab states for
endorsement as an official Arab
document.
Goals
• Focus on the elements of a joint
economic integration project in
all aspects so that it may be a solid
base, whereby, a common Arab
unity is reached.
• Build an Arab economic network
that contributes to economic
growth in the Arab world so that
it is possible to build a future with
it; a future in which a common
Arab market is realized, even if
it is only in specific sectors. The
Compact will also prompt the
private sector and Arab business
men, in the same the way it would
prompt Arab governments to take
a number of steps towards this
direction.
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Economic Policy Development forum (EPDF) Members
The Presidential bureau

HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
President

HE Mr. Hamdi Tabba’
Vice President

HE Dr. Jawad Anani
Vice President

HE. Dr. Khalid Al Wazani
Secretary General

HE Mr. Hasan Abu Ne’meh
President’s senior advisor

HE Ms.Reem Badran
Vice President

Jordan’s economic dilemma is not an inescapable destiny; rather, it is
the result of some operators' mistakes
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Members of the Presidential bureau

HE Dr.Thabet Altaher

HE Dr. Mohammad Abu
Hammour

HE Dr. Mohammad
Al-Halayqa

HE Ms. MahaAl
Khateeb

HE Eng. Samir Murad

Mr. Faisal Al Shboul

Dr.Ali Almadadha

Mr. Fadi Daoud

Administrative committee
1. HE Dr. Hesham Gharaibeh: Integrity and Transparency
2. HE Dr. Mohammad Abu Hammour: Public Finance Policies
3. HE Dr. Hisham Gharaibeh: Minimum Wage and Rising Expenses
4. HE Eng. Basem Al Rousan: Digital Literacy and Communication
5. HE Dr. Isam Za’balawi : Higher Education and Scientific Research
6. HE Engineer Mohammad Al Najjar: Water Resources
7. HE Dr. Mohammad Al-Halayqa: Jordan Mutual Agreements.
8. HE Ms. Nadia Al Aloul: Women Empowerment.
9. Dr. Maan Nsour: Investment
10. HE. Mr. Samir Murad: Manpower and the Labour Market

11. Dr. Ahmad Hyasat: Energy.
12. Engineer Mahmoud Abu Ghanimeh: Agriculture
13. Mr. Adnan Abul Raghib: Industry
14. Ms.Hanan Alshaikh : Media and Mass Communication
15. Mr. Fadi Daoud: Public Sector Governance
16. Mr. Micheal Nazzal: Tourism
17. Dr.Mohammad Masalha: Environment
18. Mr.Monther Alsorani : Education
19. Ms.Karam Abdullateef : coordinator
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Documents

EPDF has issued the following documents:
1. Budget document, which includes:
a. First: notes on the draft law of the central government’s
General Budget and the government units’ budgets of
2012.
b. Second: notes on Proposed Guide Lines to be adopted in
the Draft General Budget Bill of 2012.
2. Educational document entitled Education and Higher
Education Sector.
3. Energy document entitled Energy: Challenges and Proposals.
4. Integrity and transparency document entitled Proposed
National Vision Regarding the Enhancement of
Accountability, Transparency and Anti-corruption.

The Jordan Economic Compact is a comprehensive economic trend

The Arab Economic Compact is the Arab States’ road map to work
as one unit in facing regional and global economic challenges
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Activities of the Forum

The Forum organizes a series of seminars, debates and important meetings, from 25 June 2011 till 30 June 2013. In
these gathering, the forum hosts notable experts. The forum has focused on the following topics:

Constitutive Meeting of the Economic Policy Development Forum
25th June 2013
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Panel discussion titled:
“Challenges, Advantages and Disadvantages of joining the Gulf Cooperation Council” for his Excellency Mr Nasir Jaudeh
August 2011

8

Announcement of budget worksheet titled:
“General budget bill of the central government and budgets of Governmental units for the year 2012.”
December 2011

9

Roundtable Dialogue on “Travel and Treatment in Jordan”
May 2012

10

Symposium entitled:
“Jordan population Status Repot 2010” in cooperation with the High Council of Population
July 2012

11

Panel discussion entitled:
“The future of reform in Jordan”. Speaker H.E. Mr. Ahmed Obeidat, former Prime Minister.
July 2012
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Panel discussion entitled:
“Financial Crisis Handling Mechanism” by Dr Jawad Al-Anani
September 2012
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Panel discussion entitled:
“Progressive Taxation and its potential affects” by Ms. Reem Badran
September 2012
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Constituent meeting for the Jordan Economic Observatory
October 2012
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Announcement of integrity and transparency paper entitled: A proposed national vision on strengthening
accountability, transparency and fighting corruption.
October 2012
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Symposium entitled:
“Education For Employment”, in collaboration with Al Ra’i Center for strategic Studies
November 2012
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Panel discussion entitled:
“The Role of the Audit Bureau in the fight against corruption” by Dr Mustafa Al-Brary
November 2012
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Panel discussion entitled:
“Jordan Macroeconomic Trends’” by Dr Janusz Szyrmer, in collaboration with The USAID funded Second Financial Reform Project.
December 2012
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Panel discussion entitled:
“Dangers of corruption in the private sector and how to tackle it”, by His Excellency Dr Muhyi Al-Din Tauq
January 2013
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Roundtable discussion on the “Economic Reform” by Dr Mark Hanstrige
February 2013
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Arab Regional Consultation Forum of the World Trade Organization for the year 2013
February 2013
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Panel discussion entitled:
“Role of the Ombudsman’s Office in national integrity” by Ambassador Abdul-Ilah Al-Kurdi
March 2013

23

Panel discussion entitled:
“Jordanian Customs and the World Trade Organization” by Major General Galib Al-Sarayira
March 2013

24

Launch of “NAZAHA” Project in partnership with the British “Faith Matters” organization, under the joint patronage of
H.E Dr. Talal Abu Ghazaleh and the British Ambassador to Jordan Mr.Peter Millet.
June 2013
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