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AMASCUS - Under the patronage of the Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad, the First International
Lawyers’ Conference took place in the Syrian capital July
6-8, 2008.
The three-day event, which was organized by the BritishSyrian Society in collaboration with the Law Society of
England and Wales and the American Bar Association, saw
the attendance of Arab and foreign judges, attorneys in
addition to legal experts.
In his speech, Chairman and CEO of the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Organization (TAGorg) and Vice-Chair of the UN Global
Compact Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh focused on the new model
followed by Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAGLEGAL), the legal
member firm of TAGorg, which lies on the principle that
internal lawyers do not present cases in court, but rather
their assignment is limited to preparing the case file and
acting as consultants for external lawyers.
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He called on law offices to develop their procedures, and
administer their activities and professional services by

Key WIPO Committee Agrees on Future
Work in the Area of Patents
utilizing IT, while also stating that the law community
worldwide should implement some sort of a “judiciary
system” on the internet, since the only protection currently
available online is for domain names.
Mr. Abu-Ghazaleh also discussed the role of TAGLegal in
capacity building in the legal field in cooperation with
the Arab Society for Intellectual Property (ASIP), through
training judges and solicitors, providing consultations
to develop judiciary systems and collaborating with
law faculties in Arab universities to hold moot court
competitions, in order to train potential graduates on
Intellectual Property cases.
After the conference, President Al-Assad received heads
of various conference delegations among whom was Mr.
Abu-Ghazaleh.
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Trademark Protection Seminar Concludes in China

N

INGBO - A
two-day
seminar entitled
“Global Trademark
Protection
for Chinese
Corporations ‘going
out’” organized
by the Chinese
Trademark Association – Alliance for Protection and
Promotion of Famous Chinese Trademarks (i.e. the CTA
Alliance) was held in Ningbo June 26 -27, 2008.
Attendees included numerous global Intellectual Property
firms, Chinese enterprises, staff from the China Trademark
Journal and Zhongqi Trademark Development Center and
others.
In her opening speech, Vice Secretary-General of the China
Trademark Association Ms. Liu indicated that enforcement
of the “expanding abroad” strategy is the Chinese national
basic policy, adding “it is an inevitable option for our
Chinese enterprises to extend to the overseas market, due
to the inevitable trends of economic globalization and the
need of further reform and opening-up.”

Ms. Liu also emphasized that at present the international
market is undergoing globalization combined with
regionalization, and trade barriers often exist in many
countries and areas. According to Ms. Liu, one such barrier
is the trademark system.
She suggested that Chinese enterprises should improve
trademark awareness first and should specialize in
international trademark laws to register trademarks at
home and abroad.
Ten foreign trademark specialists from various countries
and one from the Lenovo Group gave speeches which
received high praise by the audience. Two speeches were
delivered by executives of Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual
Property (AGIP), one of the largest Intellectual Property
firms globally.
The first was entitled “Trademark Registration Procedures
and Potential Challenges in the Trademark Field in India
& Pakistan” made by Mr. Khaled Al-Khalidi, manager
of the AGIP India Office, and the second by his colleague
Motasem Abu-Ghazaleh, the Arab States Managing
Executive, entitled “Trademark Registration Procedures
and Protection in the Arab States.”
A question and answer session followed both speeches.

Abu-Ghazaleh Chairs Meeting of Arab Representatives at ICANN Conference

P

ARIS - The Arab Knowledge and Management Society’s
(AKMS) Multilingual Internet Initiative (MII) Board
held a meeting for representatives of Arab countries and
users of the Arabic alphabet on the first day of the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN)
conference, June 22, 2008, in Paris.
The meeting was led by Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, Chairman
of the AKMS and the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization
(TAGorg).
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The MII is co-chaired by Ms.
Samar Al-Labbad on behalf of
AKMS and Mr. Baher Ismat on
behalf of ICANN.
Country code top-level domain
name (ccTLD) and generic toplevel domain name (gTLD)
managers from Arab countries attended the meeting, along
with the Country Code Name Supporting Organization
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(ccNSO) affiliated with ICANN and representatives of
international organizations specialized in this field.
A number of recommendations were issued at the end of
the meeting, including the support of AKMS’s efforts and
initiatives to introduce the Arabic alphabet to internet
usage, and the inclusion of new members to the MII, in

addition to urging Arab nations to utilize the fast track
adopted by ICANN for using the Arabic alphabet in country
code domain names.
The next MII meeting is to be held in Cairo November 1,
2008, in concurrence with the ICANN conference then.

Abu-Ghazaleh Lectures at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris
The lecture was followed by a dialogue between Mr. AbuGhazaleh and the participants, which concluded with
agreeing to formulate a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between TAGorg and UNESCO. The MOU will draw
up a comprehensive strategic plan for cooperating in
capacity building at the level of the Arab Region; this will
include constant education, qualification and training in
the public and private sectors.

P

ARIS - Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, Chairman and CEO of
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAGorg) delivered
a lecture on capacity building at the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
headquarters in Paris, June 25, 2008, at a seminar that
included UNESCO directors and a team of TAGorg experts.
Mr. Abu-Ghazaleh talked about capacity building at the
level of TAGorg and how this area serves the Arab countries,
while focusing on IT as the main tool that facilitates this
mission.
He explained that TAGorg’s policy is dependent on capacity
building as a culture whose main beneficiary is those who
own it and not who provide it, adding that it is an ongoing
process that must not stop.
3

France “Three Strikes And
You’re Out” Takes Step Forward

June 19, 2008 (BNA):

Anyone in France who persists in illicit
downloading of music or films will be barred
from broadband access under a controversial
new law. On June 18, 3008, the Cabinet
endorsed the “three-strikes-and-you’re-out”
scheme, which, from next January, will hit
illegal downloaders where it hurts. Under a
cross-industry agreement, Internet Service
Providers must cut off access for up to a year
for third-time offenders.

Legal News

Google Faces Privacy Complaints

L

UXEMBOURG - Google Inc., owner of the YouTube videosharing website, may be exposed to heightened privacy
complaints from internet users after a US judge ordered it
to give Viacom Inc. a database about online viewers.

“We will ask Viacom to respect users’ privacy and allow us
to “anonymise” the logs before producing them under the
court’s order,” said Catherine Lacavera, Google’s Senior
Litigation Counsel.

Google was ordered on July 3, 2008, to turn over records
of videos viewed on YouTube, the login name of viewers
and their computers’ internet addresses. Google already
faces scrutiny over its storage of user data in the US and
Europe.

Privacy International, a human rights group that
protects people against intrusion by governments and
corporations, told Google it may be violating EU privacy
laws by preserving user data for as long as two years,
spurring Google to trim the storage period to 18 months.
Microsoft and Yahoo followed shortly after.
Thus, Google has yet to turn a profit on the $1.65 billion
it paid in 2006 to buy YouTube, more than 100 times the
video-sharing website’s annual revenue. Zawya

30 Days in Law’s History

“The chickens have come home to roost for Google,” said
Simon Davies, Director of Privacy International in London.
“If they were going to unnecessarily keep this information,
there was always the chance someone was going to grab
it.”
Viacom, owner of Comedy Central and MTV television
networks, wants the information to find out if YouTube
viewers watch copyrighted shows in an effort to bolster its
$1 billion infringement lawsuit against Google.
The ruling may lead some web surfers to avoid using
Google, which makes money based on traffic to and from
its websites.
Google, the most-used internet search engine, has resisted
attempts to get at its troves of user data. In 2006, the
company fought a US subpoena for months as it sought
to assure users that their search records were not easily
accessible. Google founder Sergey Brin said it is the
Mountain View, California-based company’s “obligation”
to protect users’ privacy.
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June 16, 1951: People’s Party founded in India
June 17, 1823: The waterproof material for
raincoats patented by Charles Macintosh
June 17, 1970: Polaroid camera patented
June 20, 1990: A new currency unit, the Ecu,
proposed for the European Community
June 21, 1945: New communist government
established in Poland
June 25, 1945: United Nations was founded
July 1, 1929: US Immigration Law of 1924 in
effect
July 1, 1862: Internal Revenue Law imposes 1st
federal taxes on inheritance, tobacco and on
incomes over $600 (progressive rate)
July 2, 1850: Benjamin Lane patents gas mask
with a breathing apparatus
July 4, 1996: Hotmail, a free internet E-mail
service begins
July 6, 1858: Lyman Blake patents shoe
manufacturing machine
July 8, 1862: Odore R Timby patents revolving
gun turret

Legal News

New Law to Guarantee Rights of People Living with HIV in Yemen

S

ANAA’ - A Yemeni non-governmental organization
that includes members of the parliament declared
on July 3, 2008 that it has prepared a draft law aimed at
guaranteeing the rights of people living with HIV and
preventing the spread of the virus.
Abdul-Bari Dughaish, Chairman of Parliamentarians to
Prevent HIV/AIDS, drafted the new law and stated, “The
proposed law aims at reducing the stigma directed at
people living with the virus, and strives to guarantee their
right to lead normal lives by prohibiting discrimination
against HIV-positive people seeking accommodation and
services.”
Dughaish cited the example of a Yemeni citizen with
kidney disease who traveled to another state in the Arabian
Peninsula for treatment. “When doctors discovered he was
living with HIV, they refused to treat him; the eventual goal

is for people with HIV to
be treated in the same
way as people with
other chronic health
conditions,” he said.
Moreover, the law would
also commit the Ministry
of Health to educate
people about HIV and
how to prevent it, and
to include information
about HIV and AIDS in Yemen’s school curriculum.
The new law is to provide support for HIV-positive patients
and their families, and to build bridges between the state
government, the private sector and international donors,
in order to accomplish all the goals set out in the proposed
legislation. Zawya

Jail Terms Scrapped in Draft Media Law in UAE

A
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BU DHABI - A new media draft law scrapping jail terms
for journalists, and instead imposing up to Dh100,000
fine for breaking the law was passed by the Ministerial
Legislative Committee in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

the newspaper liable for any mistake committed by the
journalist. The present law issued in 1980, however, holds
the journalist and the Editor-in-Chief responsible for any
offence committed by a journalist.

Chaired by Minister of Justice D`r. Hadef Al Daheri, the
committee gave the green light to the Federal Draft Law
on Media Activities, which
regulates licensing of
newspapers and printing
presses.

His Highness, Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of
Dubai, issued instructions last year that no journalist is to
be jailed for reasons related to his work, adding that there
are other measures that may be taken against journalists
who break the Press and Publication Law.

The draft law requires the
Cabinet’s approval and
the President’s signature
before it is effected. It
holds a journalist and

Sheikh Mohammad has also issued instructions to the
Cabinet to speed up the necessary steps to issue the new
Publication Law in light of the amendments made by the
National Media Council after consulting the concerned
authorities. Zawya
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Brand Owners Warn Against Cybersquatting, User Confusion
from New Internet Domains
By Monika Ermert for Intellectual Property Watch

P

ARIS - Some think the Internet Corporation for Assigned
Names and Numbers (ICANN) should have moved much
faster to introduce new names in the internet to join the
likes of .com and .org. Others moan about the widespread
trademark infringement they expect to occur when the
Private Internet Governance Body introduces several longawaited new top-level domains. But the prospect of news
about the next round in extending the global domain
name space has brought them all to ICANN’s Paris meeting
held June 22 – 27, 2008 which could be named the largest
in the organization’s history.
More than 1,400 participants
attended the opening day and every
seat was taken in the new Top-Level
Domain (TLD) Workshop, where
people fantasized about .moon,
proposed .hiv or pointed to nearly
finished proposals for .berlin - “the
mothership of all city TLDs” that has
been around for more than three
years right now.
Susan Kawaguchi, Global Domain
Name Manager for online trading site eBay, said her
company would have a look at all new TLDs, but would
not register in every new zone. From her point of view,
special interest TLDs like .aero - the TLD for the airline
industry managed by Air Transport Communications
and IT solutions (SITA) - are acceptable for the owners of
big brands, but new, open TLDs that allow registration
by anybody (and not limited to a special interest group
or community) would require either registering or
enforcing.
“Either way it is a lot of work,” warned Kawaguchi. “Brand
owners are not prepared to provide income for the new
generic TLD registries during their sunrise periods during
which early name registrations can be made,” she said.
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Even more menacing sounded Jay Scott Evans, former
Chair of ICANN’s Intellectual Property Constituency and
Senior Legal Advisor for Yahoo. “Why should brand owners
have to invest huge amounts of money to protect their
brands?” he asked, simply because ICANN did not put the
trademarks on a reserved list containing geographical
names that all governments would have had to block in
all TLD zones.
“The day is coming when some aggressive trademark owner
will start litigation against either
ICANN, the registry or the registrar,”
Evans said. All of these parties knew
that trademark infringement was
a possibility, “because it had been
happening for years and you facilitated
it and are liable as a facilitator,” he
charged.
“Brand owners should be protected
because hundreds of thousands
of their customers were misled by
infringed or squatted websites,” Evans
said.
Caroline Perriard from Nestlé warned that users would
be confused by too many extensions. “Companies should
register .nestlé or .ebay to profit from the domain name
system extension,” recommended Rob Hall, CEO, from
Canadian Momentous. “But the big brand owners are
reluctant; traffic would be forwarded to ebay.de or ebay.fr
anyway,” said Kawaguchi.
John Berryhill, an IP lawyer, claimed many “landowners” in
cyberspace fear that prices would go down if there was a
bigger supply of “land.”
“It is a question of whether colonization of new continents
would be allowed,” Berryhill said, adding that trial and
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error and the choices of the seven billion internet users
would lead to the winning TLDs.
Despite earlier ICANN consideration of a start of the new
gTLD application process in 2008, the timeline given in Paris
provides breathing-space for the concerned. Applicants for
the new generic top-level domains still have to wait until
the second quarter 2009 before ICANN will start accepting
applications.
ICANN wanted to give newcomers at least four months
after the publication of the final request for proposal that
will be published by the end of the year or first quarter of
2009.
“The timeline should allow ICANN to reach out to
newcomers internationally and create a level playing field
between them and all the ICANN ‘cognoscenti’ that were
ready to go,” ICANN Senior Vice President Kurt Pritz said in
Paris. A number of city TLDs have been working for some
time, especially .berlin, and are urgently waiting for the
start. The New York City Council might give green light for
.nyc sometime this week, and the Paris Mayor may take a
position on .paris soon.
Non-contentious gTLD applications have to pass through
application, evaluation, delegation and approval phases.
If there is an objection against the TLD name (on grounds
of confusing similarity, rights infringement, morality
or community objection) or if the same string has been
applied for by somebody else, additional procedural
steps are necessary, including possible outside dispute
resolution or auction for competing applications.
The final price structure so far is not available, and possible
refunding mechanisms for applicants who withdraw their
applications during the procedure while expected to be
possible are still not published.
In the end, the country code TLD (ccTLD) managers
might win the race. Parallel to the discussions about the
introduction of new gTLDs, a fast track for non-Latinbased ccTLDs is being pushed in Paris. Pressure to move
in that regard is great, observers said. For instance, China
is waiting to have prototype Chinese-language internet
7

domain name address zones registered in the root.
ICANN consists of numerous constituent groups. In the
preparatory talks of the ICANN Government Advisory
Committee (GAC) and the Country Code Names Supporting
Organization (ccNSO), ICANN’s body for ccTLD policies,
governments clearly flexed their muscles.
“An agreement or contract with ICANN for introducing
the new non-Latin ccTLDs was not acceptable,” said Chris
Dispain, Chair of the ccNSO. An original limitation to only
one ccTLD per country has been erased from the current
draft, because some countries use several scripts. Any
objection procedure for the chosen string - that has to
represent the countries’ names - was also unthinkable.
IP Watch

June 23, 2008 (BNA): Microsoft Must Pay Alcatel-

Lucent $512 Million for Patents

A federal judge has ordered Microsoft to
pay Alcatel-Lucent $511.6 million in damages
and interest, letting stand a jury’s decision
that the software maker infringed on two
patents. Microsoft vowed to appeal the
decision, which marked the latest move in
a 5-year-old patent scuffle between the two
companies.
June 20, 2008 (BNA): China Investigates

Microsoft over Antitrust Issues

China has begun an anti-monopoly
investigation into Microsoft and lawsuits
by local companies could follow. The probe
by Chinese regulators focuses on operating
systems and other software developed by
international companies that cost much
more in China than in the US.
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Key WIPO Committee Agrees on Future Work in the Area of Patents

G

ENEVA - Member
states of the World
Intellectual
Property
Organization
(WIPO)
attending the Standing
Committee on the Law of
Patents (SCP) meeting in
Geneva June 23-26, 2008,
began a comprehensive
review of issues relating
to the international
patent system.

According to a press
release by WIPO, the
meeting was attended by 85 member states and 24
observer delegations and was chaired by Mr. Maximiliano
Santa Cruz of Chile.
Following a decision of the WIPO General Assembly in
autumn 2007, discussions in last week’s meeting of the
SCP focused on a report on the international patent system
prepared by the WIPO Secretariat to facilitate the process
of establishing a work program for the SCP.
The report provides an overview of current international
patent issues, and attempts to cover the different needs
and interests of all member states.
Consisting of ten chapters, the report touches on three
broad areas, namely, the economic rationale of the
patent system and its role in innovation and technology
dissemination, legal and organizational aspects of the
patent system and issues that are particularly relevant to
broader policy considerations and development concerns.
Many delegations recognized that the report covered a
wide range of issues relating to the patent system and
constituted a good basis for discussion. Mindful of the
mandate given to it by the WIPO General Assembly in
2007, and thus working towards a work program, the
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SCP identified a non-exhaustive list of issues for further
elaboration and discussion.
The committee agreed that the report should remain open
for written comments until the end of October 2008 and
for discussion at the next session of the SCP in early 2009.
The SCP also requested that the WIPO Secretariat prepare
preliminary studies on four issues for discussion at its
next session.
The committee also recommended that the Director
General consider including a provision in the revised
program and budget for 2009 for a conference on issues
relating to the implications, including public policy
implications, of patents on certain areas of public policy,
such as health, the environment, climate change and food
security. ag-IP-news

June 19, 2008 (BNA): Apple, AT&T Settle Lawsuit

over iPhone Feature

Apple and AT&T have settled claims that
the iPhone’s “Visual Voicemail” technology
infringed patents held by Klausner
Technologies, a New York-based patent
holding company founded by inventor Judah
Klausner. The Visual Voicemail feature lets
iPhone users see a list of people who have
left them phone messages and listen to the
messages in any order they choose.
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UAE Ministry of Economy Signs Historic MoU with BPG to Protect IPRs

A

BU DHABI – The UAE Ministry
of Economy signed on July 6,
2008 a historic Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the
Brand Owners Protection Group
for the GCC and Yemen (BPG)
to protect Intellectual Property
Rights (IPRs).
The MOU states that the Ministry
of Economy and the BPG will work in unison to raise public
awareness about IPRs through dedicated campaigns all
around the UAE.
The MOU was signed by His Excellency Engineer Mohammed
Ahmed bin Abdul Aziz Alshihhi, Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Economy, and Mr. Omar Shteiwi, Chairman
of the BPG and Regional Intellectual Property Advisor for
Nestlé Middle East, at a ceremony held at the ministry’s
headquarters in Abu Dhabi. The ceremony was attended
by a number of governmental officials along with BPG
members and private sector representatives.
The MOU aims to enhance the solid relationship between
the BPG and the Ministry of Economy in protecting IPRs,
executing the existing legislations and international
treaties, where UAE is engaged, and combating all forms
of violations, including counterfeit products, which have
a direct negative impact on the current 20 members of
BPG that are involved in producing and manufacturing
high quality products and spend millions on research and
development per year. Also, BPG members are allocated
in the Regional Headquarters in the UAE to carry out
operations that span the GCC, Middle East and North
Africa.
Mr. Shteiwi commented on the substantial government
interest and participation, saying:
“We are extremely delighted to receive such high interest
from the government. This MOU is a landmark agreement
9

and shows unprecedented governmental dedication and
commitment. The UAE has made great strides towards
protecting IPRs and combating counterfeit trade, and
we are keen to continue this momentum until we can
eliminate this malicious activity and share this best
practice and partnership with the public sector not only in
the GCC but also globally.”
The MOU aspires to create a strategic alliance, by setting
forth a framework of cooperation, between the Ministry
of Economy and BPG, including its current and future
members, by adhering to the relevant international
agreements and applicable laws and regulations in the
UAE.
Through this MOU, the BPG is to provide technical and legal
training to the Ministry of Economy’s officials, inspectors,
staff and officials from other law enforcement agencies
specialized in protecting IPRs and combating counterfeits
concerning the BPG trademarks at the cost of the BPG.
The BPG service providers and members will also
participate and cooperate with the Ministry of Economy to
offer the law enforcers the required legal assistance which
will include legal analysis as well as legal studies. Zawya

July 2, 2008 (BNA): Torrent Administrator
Convicted of Felony Copyright Infringement

A former administrator at EliteTorrents.
org has been convicted of conspiracy and
felony copyright infringement in a Virginia
court. This is the first time in the US that a
peer-to-peer user has been convicted by a
jury of copyright infringement, as the US
Department of Justice revealed on the 27th
of June.a jury of copyright infringement, as
the US Department of Justice revealed on
the 27th of June.for up to a year for thirdtime offenders.
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Introduction to Offshore Companies
By Advocate Laith Damer

It is no secret that the world has become a platform for wide
and unrestricted business interactions between countries;
this ongoing process has become an indispensable part of
our daily life. Along with this 21st century phenomenon –
if we may name it so-, trade liberalization, new types of
companies, and increased competition are some of the
numerous newly aroused aspects between countries,
entities or individuals that strive to find themselves a spot
or mark a footprint in the fierce game of monopolizing the
world’s best known markets.
Having said that, “Offshore Companies” is considered one
of the most distinguishing, innovative and commonly used
terms in the modern global dictionary of the profitable
business pathways. They are also regarded as one of
the most recent and fast growing types of companies
acknowledged worldwide. Many of the legislations applied
on these companies are still being developed, to widen
their scope of work and better serve investors in benefiting
of their national economy and the international one as a
whole.
An Offshore Company is a very flexible legal entity
registered according to the rules of a particular country or
jurisdiction, performing its business outside the country
or jurisdiction in which it is registered. It is exempted
from all or most of taxes in the country of registration. i.e.
a country would allow the registration of a company and
offer them certain tax freedoms in exchange for an annual
license fee.
Below is a brief introduction about Offshore Companies
in general, their advantages and disadvantages for those
who are considering - or might consider- registering an
Offshore Company.
A. Types of Offshore Companies:
A. Share-Capital Companies: the reason behind such a
name is the fact that these companies issue shares. Once
the initial cost of a share (capital and premium) has been
10

paid, the shareholders have no further obligation to the
company. The shares may be subject to the rules of the
company, could be sold or transferred, yet the shareholders
have the right to enjoy the profits of the company or any
proceeds of liquidation.
B. Company Limited by Guarantee:
these types of companies are used primarily by non-profit
organizations, a Guarantee Company usually does not
have a share capital, instead, its members are guarantors
not shareholders who have the right to approve or
disapprove to pay up to a pre-specified maximum limit in
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the event that the company becomes insolvent. They may
acquire certain rights against the company, such as the
right to divide; these rights will be set out in the rules of
the company.
Membership may terminate on death.
C. Protected Cell Companies:
some jurisdictions permit cellular companies, where
particular assets and liabilities are segregated into “cells”,
in a way that the assets of one cell cannot be used to satisfy
the liabilities of another. If one cell becomes insolvent,
creditors only have recourse to the assets of that particular
cell and not to any other. Cell companies are particularly
used for umbrella mutual funds or unit linked insurance
bonds.
Like anything on this planet of ours, Offshore Companies
have their positive and negative aspects which can gear the
investor’s mind whether to register an off shore company
or not; so, if you actually consider registering such a type
of company, below is a list of the pros and the cons of
Offshore Companies that may help you make a decision.
Conducts Business without Corporate Taxes: Tax havens (a
place where certain taxes are levied at a low rate or not at
all) allow the formation of Offshore Companies that have
no tax or reporting responsibilities.
Conducts Business as an International Entity: Offshore
Companies have the same rights as an individual person
and can make investments, buy and sell real estate,
trade portfolios of stocks and bonds, and conduct any
legal business activities provided these activities are not
practiced in the country of registration.
Keeps
Company
Dealings Confidential: Protects
Investments in other Foreign Countries: Offshore
Companies can loan funds to corporations in foreign
countries. Investors may set up, but not directly own, an
Offshore Company that loans funds to a development
company set up in another country and charge interest
rates that will lower tax obligations and protect the long
term ability to repatriate investment funds. This can be
especially important when working in countries with strict
11

exchange controls and high tax profiles.
Minimizes Tax
Exposure when Dealing with
International Transactions: An Offshore Company can buy
or lease products from one country and then sell or lease
them to a company in another country so the profits of
the transaction are accumulated in the offshore company
where there is no taxation on profits.
Maximizes Profits from Intellectual Property Rights,
Franchising and Licensing: An Offshore Company can
franchise or license Intellectual Property Rights in other
foreign countries allowing the profits to accumulate in a
tax free environment.
Protects the Continued Existence of Multinational
Companies: By moving their domicile from countries with
poor economic or political stability to a more stable tax
haven, individuals can ensure the continued existence of
his/her company.
Protects Assets: An Offshore Company can avoid high levels
of income, capital and death taxes that would otherwise
be payable, if the assets were held directly.
Simplifies the Transfer of Assets and Properties Held in
Several Countries: The sale or probate of properties in
different countries can become complex and expensive.
If these are collectively held by an offshore company,
ownership can be transferred by company shares rather
than transferring the actual properties owned by the
company.
Owns or Leases Ships or Pleasure Craft: International
companies may own or lease ships or aircrafts or other
pleasure crafts and pay no taxes on income.
Simplicity: except for regulated businesses, such as
banks or other financial institutions, some jurisdictions
make it relatively simple to set up and maintain Offshore
Companies.
Due to restrictions imposed on some Offshore
Companies, their activities can be constrained creating
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some disadvantages that might lead you to think twice
before registering an Offshore Company; most of these
disadvantages are listed below: Offshore Companies are
forbidden from conducting business or retaining
employees in their jurisdiction.There are some restrictions
on the type of business which an Offshore Company can
engage in. For example, general prohibitions against
Offshore Companies engaging in banking business,
insurance business or operating.

more benefits for the Offshore Companies, for example:

Certain amount of due diligence required because of the
confidential information in connection with Offshore
Companies. For example, to open a bank account in the
name of an Offshore Company, to comply with relevant
anti-money laundering regulations, the bank will normally
require documents verifying the identity of the signers on
the account to be notarized and may require one or more
professional reference letters from an attorney, accountant
and/or banker who has known you.

In Antigua and Barbuda the Offshore Companies enjoy a
fifty year tax exemption. This exemption applies to most
forms of income, dividends, interest and royalties paid
by and to foreigners. Antigua and Barbuda is a member
of the Madrid Protocol relating to the Madrid Agreement
Concerning the International Registration of Marks,
adopted at Madrid on June 27, 1989; this system is an
international one designed to obtain trademark protection
for a number of countries using a single application.

Certain countries have “anti-tax haven” legislation which
makes it difficult to conduct business in those countries
using an Offshore Company. For example, capital market
regulations in France prohibit using Offshore Companies
as bond issuing vehicles.

Protection can only be obtained for countries which have
joined the system.

Where a shareholder of an Offshore Company dies, it is
usually necessary to have the will admitted to probate in
the offshore jurisdiction as well (or, if intestate, to have
the letters of administration re-sealed in that jurisdiction),
which can add to cost, delay and inconvenience in
administering the deceased’s estate.
Offshore Jurisdictions:
Many countries in the world offer tax benefits to offshore
business. Some of those countries are very popular and
have an inherent image of offshore tax havens - like British
Virgin Islands, Panama, Cayman Islands or Belize. There
can be no standard reply as to which is the best offshore
jurisdiction because it depends upon the intended use of
the Offshore Company and upon the personal and business
circumstances of the owners and upon the various tax
regulations in force in the countries where the Offshore
Company will engage in business. Some jurisdiction gives
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In Cayman Islands the Offshore Companies can be obtained
from the Cayman Islands’ Government an undertaking
that, in the event of the imposition of income, neither the
company nor its shareholders will be subject to capital
gains or inheritance taxes for a set period of time from
date of incorporation (usually 20 years). The fee for this
undertaking is around CI$500 (US$609.76).

British Virgin Islands (BVI) are a British Overseas Territory,
which provides an outstanding political stability. The
country also maintains a low international profile and a
clean reputation. US Dollar is the official currency in the
BVI - therefore, by definition; there can be no currency
controls and no artificial manipulation of money supplies
by the local government.
These countries have small territories and small
populations and the amount of the official fees in
addition to the annual renewal fees for all the Offshore
Companies provide millions of budget revenue without
ever burdening the country’s infrastructure. There is
also money settlement and turnover in offshore banks,
insurance companies and investment funds in addition
to the professional charges paid by all those Offshore
Companies to the local Registered Agents.
All in all, a successful offshore financial sector not only
brings up personal profit, but also provides jobs, career
opportunities and income for many people in their host
countries.

Meet Our Staff

Mr. Laith Damer

M

r. Damer has 7 years of professional experience as a legal practitioner handling various
types of legal cases, including litigation. He has extensive experience in mediation and
has attended various workshops on negotiations and Intellectual Property, including “The
Fundamentals of Intellectual Asset Management and Licensing” at the LES (The Licensing
Executives Society of Arab Countries).
Mr. Damer is a member of the Jordan Bar Association since 2000 and has been a valued member
of the Talal Abu Ghazaleh Legal family, with the position of Legal Consultant, since March of this
year.

Our Offices
Regional Office
P.O. Box : 921100, Amman 11192, Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan
Telephone : (962-6) 5 100 900
Fax : (962-6) 5 100 901
Email : able@tagi.com
Street Address: Prince Shaker bin
Zaid Street
Shmeisani, Amman, Jordan
Algeria, Algeria
Email : able@tagi.com
     
Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Email : able.bahrain@tagi.com
Cairo, Egypt
Email : able.egypt@tagi.com
Gaza Strip, Palestine
Email : able@tagi.com
  
Baghdad, Iraq
Email : able@tagi.com
Amman, Jordan
Email : able.jordan@tagi.com
Kuwait City, Kuwait
Email : able.kuwait@tagi.com
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Beirut, Lebanon
Email : able.lebanon@tagi.com
Tripoli, Libya
Email : able@tagi.com
Casablanca, Morocco
Email : able@tagi.com
Muscat, Oman
Email : able@tagi.com
Karachi, Pakistan
Email : agip.pakistan@tagi.com
   
Doha, Qatar
Email : able@tagi.com
Saudi Arabia
Email : able.ksa@tagi.com
Saudi Arabia
Email: spharaon@tag-legal.com
Khartoum, Sudan
Email : able@tagi.com
Damascus, Syria
Email : able.syria@tagi.com
Tunis, Tunisia
Email : able@tagi.com

Ankara, Turkey
E-mail: able.turkey@tagi.com
   
United Arab Emirates
Email : able.uae@tagi.com
Email: able.abudhabi@tagi.com
West Bank, Palestine
Email : able@tagi.com
Sana’a, Yemen
Email : able@tagi.com
China
1. Shanghai office
Email : able@tagi.com
2. Beijing Office:
E-mail: able@tagi.com
For any registration services in China, you are
kindly requested to send your instructions
to the following address
E-mail: asia@tagi.com
Edinburgh, UK
Email : able@tagi.com
Montréal, Canada
Email : able@tagi.com
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