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Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Digital University provides a unique opportunity to students
to complete a set of required MOOC (Massive Open Online Courses) courses and
obtain an MBA degree from the TAG-DU.

Students who enroll in TAG-DU program will benefit from being able to complete
a comprehensive program offered by elite universities and taught by highly
qualified faculty staff and gain exposure to various business disciplines and at the
same time pay minimal fees.

Our MBA program is structured to provide students with a general management
degree. Other specific areas of concentration will be added in the near future.

Are MOOC:s sustainable?

Co many beeks MOOCS
Co [ittle time

By James DeVaney
Assistant Vice Provost for Digital Education and Innovation, University of
Michigan

Each of these examples, and many others, is helping us to think differently about
the delivery of high quality learning experiences in a digital age.
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So should we think about MOOCSs as minimal viable products? Should we think
about MOOC:s as rapid dissemination of knowledge? My answer is, yes, to both,
and more.

MOOC:s are intended to be iterative. We should expect them to evolve. But are
they sustainable? Sustainability is the wrong framing.

If we’re focused on a MOOC as an idea that is first delivered through a minimal
viable product and evolves in different ways, we may agree on a different set of
organizing questions.

When MOOC experimentalists from many of our great institutions meet in
southern California this week I hope we’ll learn from each other about the many
ways in which we’ve evolved our thinking since the dawn of MOOCSs a mere three
years ago.

My hope is that our embedded quiz includes more than two drop-down options
(sustainable or unsustainable) and focuses instead on the myriad branches of
experimentation that have ensued in a remarkably short amount of time.

Higher education leaders refuse the traditional tradeoff argument: it can’t be
fast, cheap and good. In communities bound together by a commitment to the
discovery of what’s next, these rules are merely cautionary.

We know that to truly transform learning we must think impractically before
layering in constraints.Universities can and should live with contradiction as
patience and impatience are both positive virtues.

We need to embrace a culture of experimentation that encourages us to investigate
new things, find pathways to scale and share what we learn.

Let us not constrain our thinking about sustainable innovation to the immediate
impact of MOOC 1.0. Like information, the ideas born from MOQOCs want to be
free.

If we agree that we should not accept a reality where we must choose between
fast, good and cheap, shouldn’t we embrace more experimentation and ensure we
institutionalize and disseminate the learning that results?
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“Blankets Become Jackets” Released at the Arab Thought Forum

AMMAN - Under the patronage of HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal and in the
presence of HRH Princess Wijdan Al Hashimi, ambassadors, members of the Arab
and foreign diplomatic bodies, officials and other interested people, “Blankets
Become Jackets”, a book narrating selected stories of HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh’s
life that was blessed by suffering was released in English in a special ceremony at
the Arab Thought Forum (ATF).

The book that is authored by Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh tells some selected stories of
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh which was full of challenges and achievements since the 1948
Palestinian exodus, struggling in life and meeting the aspirations through scientific
excellence and continuous work.

During the ceremony, the Forum’s Secretary General Dr. Mohammad Abu
Hammour, ceremony patron on behalf of HRH Prince El Hassan, said: “The
book summarizes the life of HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh and even though some
people would find the book title seems odd, it narrates and shows the essence of
the obstacles and challenges that encountered him.

Dr. Abu Hammour added “The early beginnings of Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh could
make him a creative author when he wrote “The Dreaded Echo” story during his
university study (1957-1958). Thereafter, the story won the award of Supreme
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Council of the Arts, literature and science in Egypt, but he also had creativity in
business and world economy *.

In his address, HE Senator Hassan Abu Nimah highlighted some features and
aspects of Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh’s personality, bibliography and vision relating
to Arab issues and mechanism for development and prosperity of the nation,
indicating that Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh did not give up his Arab identity as he always
introduces himself as an Arab personality. In addition, while he is proud of his
Palestinian roots and Jordanian identity, he is also proud of his Arab identity. He
believes that belonging to the Arab nation does not contradict with belonging to
our countries and seeking to its progress and dignity.

Abu Nimah added that Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh loves Jordan and he is loyal to his
Hashemite leadership and translates that by implementing a comprehensive
program of community services in a form Jordan-wide knowledge centers,
especially in southern governorates, communicating with local leaders, recognizing
areas for services expansion, creating job opportunities and establishing productive
projects.

Abu Nimah said that the suffering of Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh shaped his thoughts,
encouraged him and provided him with the required strength to face life challenges
and continuous crises. He also has determination for achieving his goals under
any condition.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh said that the book includes events of his experience, starting
from migration from Jaffa due to Zionist evasion across the storming sea towards
Lebanon, struggling to study, daily walking journey, and determination on
excellence in order to obtain scholarship when all other ways were closed.

Thereafter, he shed light on the beginnings of establishing his group which started
its works as auditing company in 1972 and next stages when it entered the world
of intellectual property as the first of its kinds company in the world, indicating
that development and making wealth can be materialized only through knowledge
and information technology on which the future is based on.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh considered that the current crisis encountered by the nation will
end sooner or later, adding that those crises will lead to renaissance, explaining that
all world countries, such as: Germany, the United States and others encountered
what Arab countries are currently encounter.
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He stated that he is indebted to the Jordanian society and he will provide all
possible services to that society. Since the establishment of TAG-Org, it divided
its profits on a 50/50 basis; the first half will be used to develop the group and
marketing its services as widely as possible and the other will be provided to serve
the local society without holding funds or distributing profits as the best guarantee
for sustainability is achieved by developing the group as well being accepted by
the society.

In response to one of the questions raised by attendants regarding his dream
in future, he stated that he wishes the government takes a decision to adopt
Information Technology-based education starting from the first grade, accordingly,
information technology will become a tool used in education, not a topic taught to
students, as technology and knowledge are the only ways for nation’s prosperity.
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