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Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Nahyan Mubarak Al-Nahayan, The Chairman of Arab States Research and Education Network
2nd International Platform on Integrating Arab e-infrastructure in a Global Environment 
e-AGE 2012 
Dubai, 12/12/2012

Talking Points
Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, Chairman
Arab States Research and Education Network

· Special tribute and deep appreciation to His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, UAE Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research for the patronage of today’s conference on integrating Arab e-Infrastructure in a global environment. This patronage is considered as a support to host research and education activities and e-infrastructure networking for all the Arab region in the United Arab Emirates 
· Tribute and appreciation to His Excellency Adam Kulach, Head of Delegation of the EU to Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates for taking the time to join us today. This is seen as a signal of great support to our efforts in the whole Arab region
· Tribute and appreciation to His Excellency Dr. Sultan Abu Orabi, Secretary General of the Association of Arab Universities – our partners in developing the Arab network for research and education
· Tribute and appreciation to our hosts for today’s eAGE 2012 – The UAE National Research Foundation, with the great support of Dr. Husam El Olama, the director, and the United Arab Emirates Advanced Network for Research and Education – Ankabut, with the great support of Mr. Fahem El Nuaimi. We thank you for your hospitality and support
· Welcoming the delegation of the European partners from EUMEDCONNECT3, CHAIN-REDs, with great appreciation for their technical and financial support since 2004 and beyond
· Welcoming the delegation of the Arab countries – Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, Lebanon, Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria, and Sudan, as our partners in developing the Arab research and education network
· Welcoming the delegation of the US Internet2, and representatives of regional research and education network from Europe, Latin America, and Canada, with them we will continue to work to develop coordination and interoperations towards a global network for research and education
· Welcoming the delegation of the international organizations – world bank, UNESCO - their support is highly acknowledged 
· Today, we meet for three regional events that focus on research and education e-Infrastructures:
· EUMED Event 5
· ASREN 2nd Annual Meeting
· CHAIN – REDs (Coordination and Harmonization of Advanced e-Infrastructures) - Kickoff meeting 
· Thanks to the commitment of the European Commission for their continuous support and generous funding to developing research and education networks in our region and to ASREN
· We witness today growing interests of Arab NRENs for joining ASREN as shareholders in addition to the NRENs in Jordan, Morocco, Sudan, and Somalia. Today we announce Algeria research and education network as well as Tunisia as new shareholders, now in the legalization process in Germany 
· We look forward to have all NRENs of Arab countries to become part of ASREN as owners and shareholders to help support and sustain the development of the Pan-Arab research and e-infrastructure 
· ASREN will continue to serve the Arab region in developing best practice NREN model and provide pan-Arab e-Infrastructure connectivity at the regional level
· We hope to see high speed networks with Gigabits bandwidth connecting neighboring countries in the Arab region, and to the world regional networks for research and education
· This will help to introduce tools for developing collaboration and cooperation between scientists, researchers and students and to enhance the quality of education and research
· ASREN is investing in its first STM1 cable connection between ASREN and the European research and education Network “GEANT”

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
· The Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, my own global professional service company which I established in 1972 is leading three very important and complementary projects to help support the development of a broader and more inclusive information society in the Arab world:
· TAGITOP®: An affordable top of the line laptop to every Arab citizen, with the objectives to:
· increase the level of computer literacy in the Arab region, 
· equip students with tools for access to information and e-learning resources bridge the digital gap, 
· build sufficient ICT skills and capacity to boost the economic standing of the region, and steer it towards a knowledge-based and innovation driven societies.
· TAGIPEDIA®: Talal Abu-Ghzaleh International Encyclopedia, with over 200,000 articles based on local content development and dissemination. The objective is to:
·  construct a universal, free, comprehensive, and authenticated Encyclopedia with Arabic content reaching 2 Million articles by the end of 2012, covering variety of fields in science, technology, literature, culture, history, intellectual property, accounting, finance, and more
· TALAL ABU GHAZALEH UNIVERSITY: Democratizing world class education 
· based on the provision of science, learning and creativity to the citizens of the world through educational partnership with the top 500 prestigious international universities
· Without high speed networks and dedicated e-Infrastructure, the goals of these important projects will not be realized

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
· Today and tomorrow, there will be intensive discussions from experts on research and education networks, from which we can derive important ideas for implementation. But I thought to share with you ASREN’s plans and thoughts, which may be considered as recommendations, hoping to be the subject of study and as important declarations of this conference:
1. Invite the remaining Arab NRENs to join ASREN as shareholders and so become the stakeholders for developing the pan-Arab eInfrastructure

2. Begin to invest in developing cross border links between Arab NRENs, to help support collaboration between the Arab scientists and move towards innovation and creative scientific communities

3. Expand and develop a framework of effective participation of Arab NRENs towards developing an pan-Arab electronic infrastructure that strengthens the role of research and education communities in the Arab world.

4. Support sustainable pan-Arab research and education network connecting European and world leading regional networks

5. Leverage and build on the previous success of the Euro-Mediterranean projects and forums in the field and the development of cooperation and coordination between the Arab and European researchers, and support joint scientific research projects that use the scientific infrastructures

6. Work to encourage and attract donors and institutions supporting Arab research institutions to help in the development of the pan-Arab research and education network

7. Promote private sector participation and cooperation towards the development of research communities in variety of domains.

8. With the kind invitation of the Tunisian Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research decided, it is planned to hold the Third international platform on integrating Arab e-Infrastructure in a Global Environment – eAGE 2013 in Tunis in December 2013. eAGE 2013 will be held jointly with the 12th Middle East Network Operators Group meeting


In closing, please permit me to take you back to 1998 when His Highness honoured me for the first time by patronizing the first conference of the Arab International Association of Certified Accountants, which I chair, as you can see from this picture which I cherish.
That first meeting was a turning point in my career because I was honoured since then with His Highness patronage, guidance, support and friendship of which I am proud.
Making His Highness an Idol, learning from his knowledge, integrity, leadership, modesty and dedication, contributed greatly to my career.
Your Highness, thank you sincerely for everything.
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