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Your Excellency, Ali Saleh Al-Saleh, my great friend, our Patron.
My valued colleague, Dr. Samir Fakhro, our host.

Ladies and Gentlemen

My dear Graduates, The Arab open University in Bahrain.
Fifty years ago, on my graduation day, I sat down sharing the same feelings that you have today, waiting to hear the graduation speaker.  
Today, I do not recall a single word uttered by the speaker at the time. This will also apply to you as you will not remember, after fifty years, one word of what I will say today.
Fifty years after my graduation day I still vividly remember the joy, the pride, the expectations and the aspirations of that important day.
The graduation, as you are all aware, is the product of your efforts.  But credit should also be given to your families, professors, friends, colleagues, the university and the College.  They are all proud of you today and celebrate this day as much as you do. You have reason to celebrate this momentous day with you. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organisation too is proud to be in partnership with the Arab open University and to share with you the happiness of this day.
Today, we thank God for the blessing of security and safety in the Kingdom of Bahrain, under the leadership of His Majesty King Hamad bin Issa Al khalifa and his prudent government which provided us with the opportunity to gain knowledge and attain success in a peaceful environment.
We  also thank God for blessing you with the grace of modern technologies that were not even part of our imagination, and which will enable you to communicate and obtain knowledge -- an advantage that was not available to us when my generation graduated from the university years ago.
My dear friend Dr. Samir Fakhro:  Your sons, the graduates, regard you as their role model in your morals, principles, modesty, love of knowledge and in your ability to make good use of knowledge. And today, my dear students you are looking at a great role model, our Patron, H.E. Ali saleh Al-Saleh, in his dedication and noble services to the Kingdom of Bahrain as a citizen in government and as legislator. The role model is a mentor and advisor to those who seek success. I advise all graduates to choose a good role model and follow his or her principles. 
I chose to graduate from a business school like you so that I can decide the path of institution-building to achieve the dream of an Arab who decided to serve his home country by succeeding and employing his skills towards this goal.
Some of you came here with dreams they wanted to achieve, and others are looking for ideas, opportunities and goals.
In both cases, my first advice to you is to set your goals, and pursue them with maximum determination and faith. A dream without hard work is just an illusion. 
I am aware that all of you are successful and determined people in life.  Otherwise, you would not have chosen this College and would not have survived its rigorous programs. Many of you will seek to achieve the greatest success in their careers.  I hope that you will not miss achieving moral success, as material success by itself without moral success brings no real joy. 
My second advice is: pay attention to the wheel of time!  It may seem to you now that there is a plenty of time to make decisions to achieve your goals and fulfill your dreams.  Remember that the future will not be always there.  In your career journey, you will miss colleagues, as I have missed loved ones, who did not complete the journey. Time does not wait, and tomorrow may not come.  So we have to work today and every day as if we are going to live forever and as if we will never live. Time is more precious than wealth. We are all capable of making wealth, but no one can create time.
The French say: the world is owned by those who wake up early.
My father once told me: God distributes livelihood before sunrise.
My third advice is: to always remember that knowledge is an island in the sea of ignorance. As knowledge grows, the shores of its island grow, and its exposure to ignorance becomes greater. The more you know the more you realize how little you know and how much more there is for you to know.
My fourth advice is: look for the meaning in your dreams!  And embark today to have them come true.  I pray to God to have your dreams come true, because I am proud of your success as you are proud of it. Remember always that you are gifted and that you will become leaders, because this College was founded for the high achievers who will become leaders.
Eleanor Roosevelt once said: the future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.

May God bless you and guide you to the path of success and the fulfillment of your dreams.  Congratulations and best wishes.
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
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