The Arab States Research and Education Network (ASREN),

The League of Arab States

Cairo, 8/12/2010

Briefing of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Speech
· Greetings to the Secretary General of the League of Arab States

· Welcoming the European Union delegation. 

· Welcoming the Turkish President’s advisor. 
· Welcoming the Indian delegation.

· As for the Arab delegation, you are in your home; the home of the Arabs.

· I present a special homage to my friend and partner in the two organizations, the Secretary General of the Association of Arab Universities, Dr. Saleh Hashim.

· We meet here for two events: AROQA meeting and ASREN launch. 

· For the record, the two organizations are debited with their existence to the Secretary General.
· The Secretary General, as a patron of the LAS resolutions, sponsored their establishment. 

· In 2007, AROQA was established in order to support and establish quality assurance in education. 
· Today, we establish ASREN in order to connect the electronic infrastructure of national research and education networks in the Arab states. 

· The establishment of ASREN is credited to the European Union since the pilot launch was in March 2010 at the time I was invited to attend the Euro med conference in Brussels.
· It goes without saying the investment in scientific research in the Arab world is at the lowest in the world. 

Therefore, our objectives are:
· Awareness and promotion of research.

· Connect Arab research centers via one network.

· Connect the Arab network to the European network.

· Connect the Arab network to the Turkish network

· Establish a database for distinctive research. 

· I’m honored to be the president of the network during the establishment and then to handed over its leadership.

· I extend my gratitude to the European Union for participating in sponsoring and supporting this founding meeting. 

· This meeting is a kernel. Invitations will be sent to all universities and research centers in the concerned states.

· Afterwards, we will call for a general assembly that we hope it will convene under the patronage of The League of Arab States too. 

· The coming generations will remember your endeavor to carry the torch of scientific research.   
· Set the priorities of scientific research in the Arab world, especially with regard to energy, environment, water and development of the Arab content. 
· If I may suggest, to adopt as a policy by the network, to direct our work towards the scientific research conducted by students with the aid of professors and vice versa.  
· It is well known that knowledge society provide the youth and students with the opportunities to excel, making most of modern inventions the fruit of youth and students.
· I would like to thank all sponsoring parties atop them the European Union and the international companies – TATA, Cisco, Zain Jordan, Microsoft, Hayat net and Auto net. 

· Finally, I extend my thanks to the Secretary General for his ongoing patronage and directions in order to realize the quality in education to conduct more scientific research for more innovation and progress. 

