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Firstly
-
We live in a world of endless multiplying and growing risks to peace and security.

-
Risks created by nature and man in partnership and in complicity.

-
Risks that are cause and effect at the same time.

-
But let me at the outset  remind us of Article’s saying: “I love Socrates, but I love truth more”.

-
And permit me to borrow and adopt that saying to say: “I love America but I love truth more”.

-
I accordingly plead for your tolerance, and if you disagree with me, as I expect many would, remember that Winston Churchill said: “The greatest lesson in life is to realize that idiots are sometimes right”.

Secondly

-
Allow me now to list some selected risks in no order:

1.
The financial and economic crisis, just starting, is a long lasting process of change embodying painful great risks. Is this the beginning of the end of globalization?

2.
The speed and magnitude in which wealth is moving from West to East. In 2007, the West hosted  70% of global FDI. Not any more in future. Would this be tolerated?
3.
The emergence of a new economic World Order. Brazil, Russia, India and China (BRIC) will match the G7 in 30 years. We are witnessing Chinese – Japanese marriage, to be followed by Russia marriage. Two centuries ago Chinese GDP was 30% of the globe (Asian 60%). It dropped to 5% 50 years ago. In 30 years, China will regain its share as the super power again. Would this take place in peace?
4.
Increase in violence against injustice.

5.
Increase in unregulated state violence (pre-emptive strikes) and state terrorism (to suppress freedom fighters).

6.
Wars for economic motives and for resources.
7.
Exceptionalization of Arabs. (David Brooks in Herald Tribune, March 2006 – MacCaine on Obama’s religious and ethnic roots).

8.
Shift from democracy to  benevolent dictatorship.
9.
Anti-Americanism.

10.
Internet Blackout.

11.
Oil peak (2030?) – Post oil ambiguity.

12.
Energy insecurity. 

13.
Marginalization of the UN.

14.
Water insecurity.

15.
Climate change.

16.
Environment abuse. 

17.
Food shortages.
18.
U.S. depression (from recession). And deflation. 

19.
Domestic vulnerabilities (by Provost Leonard Ferrari) Power Grid Network infiltration.

Oil Supply disruptions.


Communication are of transportation disruptions.

20.
Wider gabs (in MDGs).Outburst in resentment.
21.
Population Growth.

22.
Unemployment and social and political insecurity.
23.
Wars against continued long occupation (Palestinians against Israeli forces).
24.
Lesser leadership capabilities (US relative decline in strength and leverage).

25.
Ambivalence (even frustration) toward international systems and institutions.

26.
Growing protectionism (post WTO?).

27.
A multipolar world without multilateralism . (Historically, multipolar worlds are more instable than unipolar or bipolar worlds).

28.
A world made up of conflicting mega regions instead of States or Unions of States.

29.
Nuclear prolification (Israel included).

30.
Biological weapons (of the poor).

Thirdly

Those assumptions raise some questions:
1.
Would US complacently accept such a changed world eroding its leadership or fight?

2.
Would the emerging super powers contribute to order or chaos? 

3.
Would Israel continue to be above all laws to its own detriment? Would it accept its defeat (as a consequence) or invoke the Massada plot?
4.
Is the current global crisis taking us to a real world war?
5.
Would the world follow success stories of Islamic Finance and of Chinese political and economic models?

6.
Will the world come up with feasible alternatives to oil before its crash leading to global economic collapse?

7.
Will the world develop feasible sea water desalination technologies before a water shortage catastrophe?  
8.
Would the US future militarize oil walls to avoid energy crisis.

9.
Would the US change its global policies (not its image) go to further extremes? (fighting Israel occupation in Palestine is freedom fighting. Gaza holocaust is a crime against humanity).

10.
Is there an end to the so-called war on terror? Or is the war yet to come?

11.
Would Bioinformatics take us to a world of biologically inequal human beings?

12.
Impact of artificial intelligence: Would artificial “beings” (robots) develop to become a risk (out of control)?

13.
Would Nukes continue to be deterrents or become inexpectedly MAD: Mutual Assured Destruction?

14.
Will ICT continue to enhance war technology for destruction?

15.
Will real-time communication through the internet help risk control or risk acceleration? 

Finally

1.
Peace and Security risks constitute a “real storm” in process.

2.
Cause and effect are too complex to diagnose.

3.
It is likely that humanity will survive.

4.
But it is questionable that human civilization will survive as we know it today.

5.
We have lived through the information age. (lions more than gazelles).

6.
We are struggling through the knowledge age: Using ICT for knowledge development (lions more than gazelles).

7.
We are yet to go, should the world service its own self-inflected risks, into the wisdom age: the use of knowledge wisely and not destructively. 

8.
Churchill said: The further back your look, the further forward you see.

9.
Surely I will not live to see that future.
10.
Hopefully you will, and hopefully wisdom, rule of law, fairness and compassion will prevail in your future world over injustice, double standards, greed, brutality, arrogance, rule of power, abuse of nature, disregard for others and the inequality in which we live and write the prescription for peace and security risks.

11.Emerson said: Man lives not by bread alone but with love passion and sympathy.


I envy Emerson for not being alive to see Gaza live without bread, after living for so long without any passion nor sympathy.

12.
Yet as you say in America: when the going gets tough, the tough get going.

THANK YOU.
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