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By Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
- 
Your Excellency Dr. Khalid Touqan Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, representative of our patron H.E Dr. Marouf Al Bakhit, the Prime Minister of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

- 
Dr. Labib Khadra, President of the German Jordanian University.

- 
Dr. Klaus Burkhardt, Ambassador of the German Federal Republic. (Botschafter der bundesrepublik deuschland)
-
Ministers, Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen (Meine Sehr geehrten Damen und Herren)

It gives me great pleasure to be standing here in front of you today on the occasion of the inauguration of the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh College of Business.
· The German-Jordanian University is not only the result of several decades of excellent economic and political relations between Germany and Jordan, but is also the starting point of a new phase of cooperation and exchange between our two countries at the cultural level.  
Thank you Dr Toukan, Dr. Khadra and Dr. Burkhardt for making this great dream a reality.
· This strategic partnership between the academic world and the business world involves two organizations which have many similarities in their visions and objectives.
“The vision of the German-Jordanian University is to play a pivotal role in socio-economic and professional development in Jordan, and its mission is to provide life-long learning and continuing higher education with links to the productive industrial and service sectors of the economy”.

 “The mission of the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization is to offer our clients a complete range of high quality professional services and to provide opportunities for our staff to qualify at the highest international standards so that they can contribute to the economic, social and cultural development of the Arab world in the context of the global economy”.  
· The Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization is an established player in the productive sector throughout the Arab world and globally, with many decades of experience providing professional services to promote Arab economic development.  One of our operating firms, AGIP, is a pioneer in the Arab intellectual property field and globally, so naturally we have long been involved in licensing and technology transfer issues.  That experience led us to focus on requirements for development of our Arab science and technology infrastructure.  One of the key issues in establishing a successful scientific and technology infrastructure is the need for linkages between academia, industry and government circles.
· That the two of us should come together to bring about what I believe is a unique development in the Arab world, if not the world at large, is perhaps not surprising given the synergy which exists between us.  We are therefore exceptionally pleased to participate with the German-Jordanian University in building exactly the types of relationships that we have long identified as necessary.  In fact the focus of the German-Jordanian University on practical applications of academic knowledge and academic-industry cooperation is an incredibly important step forward for our nation and the region.  We consider it a great honor and privilege to be associated with the German-Jordanian University and with your Excellency Dr. Toukan, and have great expectations for the future.
· Education is the most essential and critical aspect of civilization and progress.  This was beautifully and succinctly expressed by Georg Friedrich Wilhelm Hegel when he said that “man is what he should be as a man, only through education”.
 
“Der Mensch ist, was er als Mensch sein kann, erst durch Bildung” (Hegel).

· Although education is rightly known as the responsibility of academia, the business world also plays a critical role, particularly through such means as professional societies and certification programs.  We have sought to fulfill our commitments and responsibilities in the area of training and education through our IT Skills and Accounting qualifications which we offer jointly with Cambridge International Examinations, a division of the well-known University of Cambridge.  We also played an early and influential role in supporting the Arab Society of Certified Accountants (ASCA), the Arab Society for intellectual Property (ASIP), Licensing Executives Society International – Arab Region, and the Arab Knowledge Management Society (AKMS).
· What I believe is unique about this new College of Business is that it is true partnership between governments, academia and business and business where parties will be contributing to and sharing in every aspect of the school in terms of facilities, staff, courses, and students.  TAGO will provide the expertise of hundreds of highly qualified professional experts for the teaching program in the key disciplines of their practices.  This will help produce the type of graduate needed by TAGO, its clients and the market as we know it.

· This is not a Jordan business school, it is an Arab International business school based in Jordan which will provide business capacity building and continuous education at all levels.  In the very near future we shall be establishing extension schools of this College in the various Arab countries.  Many of the academic courses will be done jointly with professional courses leading to both academic and professional qualifications.  Allow me to illustrate this by describing some of the courses the College will be offering.

· Although for illustration purposes I have adopted the traditional classifications of undergraduate, graduate, professional and continuing education, let me emphasize that these will be all be linked and integrated where appropriate.  In many cases professional and academic education and training will take place side by side while in others the professional will follow on logically from the academic.

At the undergraduate level bachelors degrees will be offered in the field of Financial Sciences, Management Sciences, Information Technology and Intellectual property.

· At the graduate level the integration of academic and professional becomes very clear.  The MBA in international accounting will be done jointly with the Arab Society of Certified Accountants’ professional qualification the ACPA (Arab Certified Public Accountant, a program already validated by Cambridge International Examinations of the University of Cambridge).  The MA in Quality Management will link in to the Arab Knowledge Management Society’s professional program the ACQM (Arab Certified Quality Manager).

· Similarly the LLM in Intellectual Property and the MSc. In Conflict Management will be done jointly with the professional qualifications of the Arab Society for Intellectual Property (ASIP) known as ACIIP  (Arab Certified Intellectual Property Practitioner) and the ACLM (Arab Certified Legal Mediator).  The latter program will be done in collaboration with Kennesaw University (USA) while discussions are underway with Cambridge International Examinations. Furthermore we look forward to similar cooperation with German universities.  Such collaboration with universities in the US, UK, Germany and other counties  will also ensure that where practical experience and professional training is required students will have ready access to this.

Students will learn both in the university and in the marketplace as a requirement.  In many instances the student when he completes a course will have both an academic degree and a professional qualification.
· Continuing professional education and development is virtually compulsory for all professions today given the rapid advances in knowledge and the changes in the global economy, an economy for which our business leaders of the future have to be prepared.  The College will interact closely with all professional associations in respect of this in helping to identify and provide the required continuing education.  In addition it will organize and run a whole series of executive programs and seminars and workshops for senior leaders in government and in business.

· The College will be a regional center for "Building Business Leaders", an academic, professional and business forum where the leaders of today meet with the leaders of tomorrow and the best of academia meet with the best of business and government. 
· That those students who pass through the College will meet the needs of the market place is beyond doubt.  My organization alone will guarantee them places of employment as I am sure will TAGO clients and many others.  Our numbers in the first few years may be small but the quality will be high.  Quality is without doubt our first priority.

· Our students will have been exposed to the academic world and the business world, in both Jordan and Germany and will have faced three languages – Arabic, German and English.  They will be well equipped to enter the global market place.

· Finally I would like to thank all of those in the German-Jordanian University and in my own organization who have worked so hard on this project.  There are too many to name individually but I am indebted to them all.

· However I Cannot close without referring to the role of Dr. Touqan.  Words cannot express adequately the major contribution he has made.  His vision and leadership has been an inspiration to all of us as has been his dedication to the concepts which underpin the college.  It has been a privilege and a pleasure to work alongside him and to continue to do so.
· Thank you for your attention (Vielen Dank fur Ihre Aufmerksamkeit).
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