Al Ro'ya
"Vision"
Demanding not to miss cooperation opportunity with Turkey and Iran
Talal Abu – Ghazaleh to Al Ro'ya: The Sultanate of Oman is a global model and its economy is on the right track
[image: image1.jpg]



Tuesday, July 13th, 2010
The dialogue was conducted by

Khalid Al Dakheel

The international expert, Talal Abu – Ghazaleh has asserted that the Sultanate of Oman is one of the countries which has early realized the importance of investment in manpower and training and rehabilitating the Omani national, referring to the second part of his dialogue with AlRo'ya (Vision) to the Omanization process being adopted by the Sultanate, be it in the public sector or in the private one, is an evidence of awareness with future.
The availability of safe governmental education, keeping in mind that the Sultanate was also one of the countries, which applied laws of governance and of the first countries which issued an act for Intellectual Property.

· Before talking about the Arab region, what about the Turkish and Iranian models, as considerable projects at the economic and political levels?

· This is a very important topic, as we need for a moment of truth in the Arab world to be able to run our relationship with Turkey and Iran. I do understand the problems existing among Arab countries and Iran, but we have also problems with the rest of the world. Also, I understand the anxiety, which we feel due to the aspiration of the both countries, but instead of that we should learn ambition from them and also instead of turning them into enemies let us gain them as partners and compete them in ambition.

I don't understand the concern from Iranian nuclear power. Nuclear weapon was used once through the US in the World War II, but that power is just a lie being promoted by Israel, as it doesn't want another economic power except itself in the region, as it happened to promote the chemical and biological weapons lie to destroy Iraq.

Turkey and Iran are good at communicating with the Arab world, the first is having three faces overlooking the world, a face overlooks eastern Asia, the second overlooks Europe and the third face overlooks the Arab region. There have been an official resolution that Turkey will not enter the European Union, no matter how much of promises to be included, let alone negotiations being conducted every time to discuss this matter. The second space, which overlooks east Asia and its tied with a Russian decision, where Turks got to understand well, and they also understand that, whenever they aspire to gain a role in the Arab region they will face Israel which seeks to subjugate the Arab countries to its will and will face anyone playing in this space, nevertheless, it has decided to enter this arena, because it realized that this the real portal to access to the Arabs.

However, freedom flotilla convoy and the Turkish role was a master stroke for Turkey, which reintroduced Turkey for Arabs with a new face gaining popular support before the official support.
As far as Iran is concerned, if it manufactures a thousand of nuclear war heads, it will never use them nor it of course threats Israel, because if it strikes Israel it will strike the Arab land, whether the occupied or the unoccupied, but it wants the reactor for peaceful purposes.

· Let me ask: If Iran only refused to build a peaceful nuclear reactor?

But . . . Dubai has recently reached an agreement with a Korean company to build up a nuclear reactor …. What do you comment?
· I want to see this reactor and I will be very proud of whenever it operates and I will be the happiest person. They are seeking to halt any peaceful nuclear activity in the Arab region and will not allow any Arab country to establish a peaceful nuclear reactor. I say to you, there is a criminal enemy there, so called Israel, banning through its domination on the American decision maker not to think about building any nuclear reactor, because its oil's alternative.

They want us to go back centuries and to get hungry, as they did in Iraq which was of the richest countries of the region and has become of the poorest countries in the world according to reports issued by the UN …. this is the great Iraq which destroyed Israel's dignity. This is not hate to Saddam who was very close to America and its friend and subsequently we talk about an Israeli plot targeting Arabs and to keep them away from Turkey and Iran.

There has been a former American secretary of state, served as a US representative to UN and told me, literally, 30 years ago that there are two powers in the region, Iran and Turkey and since then, I used to follow – up Iran and Turkey and I understand that they will shift into risk threatening Israel and America, but have a rich and a strong neighbor and agree with you over so many matters, why don't you establish a coalition with him? I' am aware that are rows with Arab countries, but have not there been frictions among Arabs themselves? Have not there been disagreements westerners themselves led to two cosmic wars? I repeat that the problem is not tied with nuclear energy and the U.S that if Iran wants to raise troubles it can do, so by blocking The Strait of Hormuz from its coast by use of an RBG and it can strike every ship passing until it blocks this global artery.
Unfortunately, America is a victim of Israel and this is the statement of Benjamin Franklin who was the greatest US president and every year they select him as America's best rulers.

I know that Americans are good people, well – mannered and having good nature, but since Zionists had access to them, they have spoiled their relations with us, whoever used to get in any country, soon they are kicked out, but they were able to control decision making in it and the US has become taking a decision in favor of Israel not America!!

6 months ago I spoke in one of the Gulf Cooperation Council's State in the presence of the American ambassador at a symposium on how to promote Arab – American economic relation, and I said that the problem is not in the Arab side but in America which its decision has become biased to Israel and not to its interest. However, decisions have been taken for political reason, while as they are economically faulty and would harm interests, as developing countries in the world take decisions on economic bases. I told him I feel pain, because we, Arabs with our culture loves America and many of them learned there, but you have made us opponents to Israel's interest.
Honestly, the American ambassador responded and said: you are right and the relation with Israel has become a dogma and may not come close to. I cite an example about what has happened between China and Africa, which western countries for tens of years have been talking about necessity to help it with billions of U.S dollars.

Africa stayed begging or awaiting western aids, whereas western countries annually decide to extend assistance to Africa by 5 billion dollars, but no single dollar is sent to it.
However, China established partnerships with African commodities regions (basic items) and equal partnership has been incorporated and in the forthcoming period China will monopolize with Africa such markets.

When Turkish prime minister paid visit to the Sultanate, he was speaking about his country's advantages and trying to market the same in our countries and he was displaying more and more of Turkish advantages to the audience ………. and before weeks, Omani economic forum was held and the talk was about the quality of advantages which we can provide to the world.

· What are the advantages which we have in the Gulf and in Oman from your standpoints, as an economic expert and through the reality of your reading to Oman's economic map?
· The region is characterized that its economic system is the "right system", starting by existence of a governmental authority, developing regulation and monitoring their implementations, in addition to powerful Central Banks, supervising and controlling activities of banks, and this would secure investor's work.
Furthermore, we are a portal for the whole world and the Arab region is a huge market. We talk about an Arab region then go out to Islamic sea around us which makes us enormous power and energy. Other advantages also as examples relate to technological advancement in education, rehabilitation and capacity building. We are in a region understood that it must invest in manpower, the citizen and not to invest abroad. However, the Sultanate is in the lead of the world's countries in terms of investing in citizen's education to use information technologies and to introduce the citizen to a world of knowledge. It is human's right to have access to the community of knowledge and there is a perception that the state must make possible for citizen to get in the community of knowledge.
The Sultanate of Oman is a global model in terms of mandatory education and availability of safe governmental education, and the official contracts stipulate provide all state's civil servants with educations and to enable them have access to community of knowledge and also contribution of companies to therein; the matter is not Omanization decisions being implemented, no but there has been actual awareness on the importance of enabling the citizen to get in the community of knowledge having reached a consent with his Excellency, the minister of trade and industry, the agreement confirmed establishment of Talal Abu – Ghazaleh's Institute for Businesses to become without an exaggeration the largest institute in the Arab region for building capabilities and we have found that the state keeps providing us with all facilities and advantages to establish this project, especially that the Omani  citizen naturally wants to learn. We therefore, have found the Sultanate the appropriate venue for this institute in the Gulf and Arab World.
Moreover, we have cheap price oil and there are so many other advantages, initially laws of labor, taxes and banks, in addition to equal footing between the Omani investor and the foreigner investor.

The aforesaid institute which I referred to has been allowed to be owned by us in full.

The Sultanate has absolutely been of the first countries to apply governance laws, which are the ethical principle, behavioral and human requirements being unstipulated by the law, but are due, and whatever related to decision taking, as it has participated upon kind invitation of the Central Bank and the Ministry of Trade at the foregoing meetings in order to issue laws which were the first of their kind in the region.
The Sultanate has also been of the first countries to issue Intellectual Property law.

We are here in the Gulf technically ahead of the rest of the Arab countries even those which have precedence to enter this field, but where is the highest per capita income? It is neither in America nor in Saudi Arabia, but in Luxembourg, as it could create a productive environment depending on individual capacity in all technical sectors and made of this small country the highest income worldwide. Where is the highest knowledge percentage in the universe? It is in the Scandinavian countries, as the most informational advancement is available in these countries despite not having oil or mega and advanced industries, whereas we have more and more opportunities and thus are able to succeed.
